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14 ~ Hours of Worship. [May,

, TO THE EDITOR.
Sir, 3 ,
THERE are some ioints of practice in religious worship,
ncarly similar in all the states of the Union, so far as my
experience extends, and wlich it has been sometimes
thought might be altered advantageously. As the slightest
innovation .in these concerns, is apt to startle even the
strongest minds, I hope that the following suggestions may
be candidly appreciated, and shewn to be expedient or
otherwise, after mature consideration. The first alteration
I would propose, is in the hours of worship in the afternoon.
It would be better that this service should commence at a
later hour. The common time of dining in most of our
cities, is between two and three o’clock. On Sunday the
dinner is served one or two hours sooner. The moment
after rising from the repast, we repair to church. In sum-
mer especially, the lassitude which follows is most unfriend-
ly to devotion, and I have known some individuals, who
have absented themselves from the second attendance,
rather than incur the risk of violating the solemnity of reli-
gious worship, by that feeling of drowsiness and languor
from which very few are exempt. The fatigue and effort
to a clergyman, who officiates twice after so short an inter-
val, must be greater than it would be, if the second meeting
were later in the day, and when in summer the extreme
heat had subsided.

In the next place, are two discourses necessary, or, all
circumstances considered, advantageous ? The introduction
of protestantism in abolishing almnost all the ceremonies of
religion, left a vacuum, which was advantageously filled by
moral and doctrinal discourses, to excite and enlighten those
who adhered to its tenets. The number of these has varied
among different sects, according to their circumstances and
character. The general practice, however, for which per-
haps no other -reason, than custom, can be assigned, has
made two sermons requisite in the regular congregations of
different protestant sects. Yet if there be not some par-
ticular virtue in this number, why is it better than three,

_ which are still delivered in many eetings; or even the
ractice of the proselyting sects, who operate on their
earers by a mechanical process of exhaustion. Is not

































1815.] Tax refurn in England. 25

Front or back X Whether any | Exempt or ne¢
houses. Names. | Description. Age. f'l;rzldxn un- cm Jrom
_:nm. Joseph Reynold:Jay.E;f:rgegi:,ltzt;l:;n 1 ?;?h“m “m: {as) you .
"11. 8 per week is my wages, six in family.
2 peck flour - B . - 88
71b. breast mutton - - - - 41
Baking bread - - - - 1
+ Barm or yeast - - - - - 112
" Sometimes a sheep’s head and plu - 1 4
House rent - - - - . 2101-2
1-2 1b. butter a Sunday - - - 912
Coals - - - - - 2
1 ounce of tea - = - . . - 8

1lb.sugar - - =~ - - - . 9

1-2 Ib. soap make shift - - - - - 612
1-2 Ib. candles - - - - - 612
1 1-2 peck of potatoes - - - - 1
1lb.salt - - e el . - 4

Skim milk every morning - - - 10 1-2
7 quarts of beer at 3d. per quart - . 19
163

Remains for cloathing, schooling, enjoying a
friend, sick club, and several other things
too tedious to mention - - - 19

18
N.B. Please send this to g_ovemment, for it is bold faets.

Cursed are they that withhold the bread from the poor, and all the
people shall say Amen. .

1 trust some of yon, gentlemen, will acquaint the members of the
county of the dearness of bread and beer and meat, chees, that they
may lay it before both houses of parliament, and they before the king,
a.ndy not doubt but provisions and beer will soon be reasonable, and then
will the royal Jays sing Rule Britannia fifteen notes higher.

JOSEPH REYNOLDS JAY,
a royal subject.

1 lived well seven years while a royal marine on board the Fox
frigate and Northomberland 74, but must not go again on account of
the young Jays. Say, do I live, or exist? ¢ He only lives who life
s enjoys.”” Sing ti de di dero. .

Vol. I. No. 1. 4
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FOR THE NORTH-AMERICAN JOURNAL.

As the use of steam engines for various purposes is
increasing in this country, the following memoranda of the
price, consumption of coals, water, &c. may be acceptable
to some readers. The minutes were given by an Irish
engine-maker, and the prices are in the currency * of that
country, and are about 20 per cent. less than those of
Boulton & Watt. It would be a curious subject of inquiry,
to ascertain the quantity. of power in men added to the
English nation by the use of steam engines, the power of
sixteen men equivalent to one horse, is the common calcu-
lation. It would certainly be found to add millions.

[ | i 4 1 i

; )

: , S

(5
1 120 414 |16 6 4 8 360 18
2 145 71-18 8 5 12 720 38
3 298 914 |26 86 6 15 1080 54
4 370 101436 9 66 18 1440 72
5 430 12 3 36 96 7 20 1800 90
6 490 13 10 76 24 2160 108
7 54 14 106 8 28 2520 126
8 603 15 11 86 32 2830 144
9 650 16 16 9 36 3210 162
10 700 1734 |45 4 12 10 40 3600 180
11 742 18 18 1 44 3960 198
12 781 ‘19 18 126 12 . 48 4320 216
186 8156 20 13 50 4780 234
14 852 2034 13 14 56 5040 252
15 8718 2118 |5 46 60 5400 270
16 923 22 136 15 66 5760 288
17 958 2212 16 72 6120 302
18 994 23 338 14 17 76 6840 316
20 1085 24 57 5 146 18 80 7200 320
22 1136 24 34 16 196 86 7920 344
24 1205 26 18 22 92 8640 358
26 1270 27 24 98 9360 372
30 1390 30 : 56 16 26 104 10800 400.
35 1540 33 68 166 2 110 12600 414
40 1690 36 7 6 17 17 14400 428
45 1840 4

0 76 18 ° 18 16200 442

# Irish currency is about 8 per ceat. lower than sterling.
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FOR THE NORTH-AMERICAN JOURNAL.

Mr. Wall of West Bromwich was, many years since, land steward to J. C. Jervoise,
Exq. a large landed proprietor, in Warwickshire ; and by his vexatious and oppres-
sive conduct, had occasioned much uneasiness among the inhabitants, Mr. C. of
the Admiralty, then a young man, was on a visit to the clergyman of the parish,
and, entering into the grief of the people, wrote the following sarcastick lines. Wall
and Mr. Jervoise were very much enraged, and offered five hundred pounds for the
discovery of the author. The lines have never been printed. :

MURUS AHENEUS EST.

WiLL Shakespear of old for the pleasure of all,
Presented a man in the shape of a Wall ;

Our landlord, alas! for a different plan,

Has dressed up a Wall in the shape of 2 man :

Of such rude materials, so heavy and thick,

With a heart of hard stone and a facing of brick,
That °tis plain from its blundering form and its features,
*T'was built by some journeyman mason of Nature’s ;
And spoilt by its master’s continued neglect,
Oppresses the land it was meant to protect.

This Wall, this cars’d Wall, ever since it was raised,
With quarrels and squabbles the country has teazed,
And its office thereby it performs with precision,
For the grand use of walls we all know is division.
Some people maintain that no prospect is good,

But the varied expanse of plain water and wood ;
Our hopes are confined, our taste is but small,

For we only request to behold a dead Wall.

The trees on the wall they are pleasant to see,
Much more so to us were the Wall on the tree,

And if to exalt it would please Mr. Jervoise,

Any tree in the parish is much-at his service.

BUN-8ET.

- Waene is the hand to paint in colours bright
The vivid splendour of the western sky,
That sparkling flood of evanescent light,
Pure and transparent, deepening in its dye.
HMlysian bowers and isles of rest on high

%
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Float o’er the amber tide, and pass away ;

Each moment changing to the raptured eye.
Alas! no mortal hand can that blest vision stay,
Guido’s nor Titian’s art can fix that fading ray.

O! Ihave gazed, when silent and alone,

Till I forgot the globe my feet have prest ;

Have seen the shores of some bright world unknown,
And souls amid the mansions of the blest :

Scenes not for man, nor mortal senses drest :
Bright rosy meads, and seas of waving light

And fairy barks that on those waters rest ;

They darken, they are gone ; as fades the light,
And leave me still on earth enveloped all in night.

So fade the prospects early fancy forms

When life is fresh, and all the world is new ;

Bright are the clouds which soon must meet in storms,
Bright all with hope, too happy to be true.

Soon sets the beam, and darkness bounds the view.

So the etherial soul which did this body move

Leaves the dull clod on earth from which it grew;
Glances away, where sister souls above

Bloom in immortal youth, immortal light and love.

FOR THE NOBTH-AMEBICAHL JOURNAL.

TaE collection of memoirs, anecdotes and criticism pub-
lished at Paris last year, as the correspondence of the
Baron de Grimm and Diderot, with the Duke of Saxe Gotha,
is known to most of our readers, through the different Euro-
pean journals, which have reviewed them. The coliection
consisted of sixteen large volumes in octavo; an edition re-
ducing these to seven, was published in London, and it is
from that, we have made the following translations. This
very amusing and interesting correspondence, was first com-
menced by the Abbe Raynal, in 1753, and two years after,
he gave it up to the Baron de Grimm, who continued it to
the year 1790. It was addressed to different sovereigns ;
the Empress of Russia, the Queen of Sweden, the King of
Poland, the duchess of Saxe Gotha, and others of the Ger-
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pan primces. The following remarks frém the preface to
the ed N tion, published in London, are very just.

« T hese three volumes of the first part of the correspon-
“dence acquaint us with an epoch, about which we have
“few authentick documents. At that period, Fontenelle,
.“ Montesquieu, Buffon, Jean Jacques Rousseau, and Vol-

“ taire still lived ; and the most celebrated writers of the

“eighteenth century,. published many of th¢ works that

“have established their reputation and their glory. The

“ greater part of these works are criticised in the corres-

“ pondence of M. de Grimm, with a sagacity, an impartiali-

“ty, that must sometimes astonish the reader of the present

“age. Observations on manners, laws, and philosophy,

“will be found, that have appeared to us well calculated to

“ throw a strong light on the spirit of the eighteenth century;

“and which should not escape from the history of the times

“when so many great events which we have witnessed,
“were prepared in silence, and as it were, without the

“knowledge of their cotemporaries.

“What particularly excites the curiosity of the reader
“in this correspondence, is the frankness with which it is
“written. 'The Baron de Grimm and the men of letters
“who were associated in his labours did not dream of en-
“ llglltening the publick. They were not restrained by the
“ comphisance of friendship, nor the fear of wounding any
“self fove ; they expressecr their opinion with so much the
“ more liberty, as it could not offend any one, a total abne-
“gation of those considerations, and restraint, which is
“found in books destined for the press, will be remarked.
“Ina word, this correspondence should be so much the
“better received by the publick, as it was not intended
“ for it,”

These remarks are very just, particularly as they apply
to Voltaire, Rousseau and some others. The only excep-
tion is Diderot. Grimm often discovers his particular par-
tiality for him, and exalts him more highly than posterity
vill allow. As a picture of society, morals and literature,
during a most iateresting period, it is invaluable. We have
selected parts of it for translation without any order or

method. The figures at the head of the articles give the
year, when they were written, and the interest of many of
the observations is much increased by attendinggto the pe-
riod, when they were made.
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Grimm was born at Ratisbon in 1723, and died at Gotha
in 1807. He was born of poor parents, who gave him a
good education. He afterwards made his own fortune.
The Duke of Saxe Gotha made him his minister plenipo-
tentiary at the court of France, in 1776, which post he re-
tained, till the troubles of the Revolution forced him to re-
tire from Paris, when Catharine, Empress of Russia, gave
him the same situation to the states of Lower Saxony.

1753. The English have a kind of domestick novels, which
are altogether unknown to the French. I allude to the
novels of Fielding, an excellent author whom they now
possess; he has just published a new novel in English,
under the title of Amelia. 'This writer, who doubtless
merits a distinguished place among the celebrated authors
of England, is very original, a great painter, always natural,
and sometimes as sublime as Moliere. His Tom Jones,
Charlotte Somers, and above all Joseph Andrews and
Abraham Adams, are excellent of their kind, and full of
character and genius. It seems astonishing at first that the
French, who have many good romances in their language,
should have none that paint their domestick manners: but,
on a little reflection, it will be found that they have no

- subjects in this way, and that it is not for want of a painter,
but, the want of originals. When our petits-maitres and
pelites-maitresses are described, we have nearly exhausted
our matter, and put all that is national, that it is possible to
place in a French novel. Such are the works of the
younger Crebillon, which may be properly styled the do-
mestick novels of the nation. Romances like those of the
Abbe Prévost are in a different class; I should willingly
compare them to tragedy ; this is nearly the same among
every people, because the great passions belong immedi-
ately to humanity, and have every where the same springs.
But comedy and the domestick novels ought necessarily to
be different among different people, because they hold to
the manners and particular character of this or that people,
who do not resemble each other at all. It may then per-
haps be said with truth, that the French have no domestick
novels, and that they have no comedy since the time of
Moliere, because they have no manners;* and going fur-

o * Mo,
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that of the young man. There happens to this last some
amorous adventures, which make the subject of the novel.
Here then is a domestick novel, that no one however can
read : the reason is, that independently of the want of talent
in the author, the personages of the novel are all people
who have no existence in society,* and whose adventures,
of consequence, cannot interest us. The quarter of la
Halle, and la place Maubert, have their manners, and with-
out doubt very marked ones ; but these are not the manners
of the nation: therefore they do not merit a description.
One is disgusted, for instance, with that quarrel of the
dress-maker and the coachman, in the Marianne of M. de
Marivaux : nothing can be more truly rendered after nature,
and in a more detestable taste than the picture I here cite.

The following inscription was suggested by M. Diderot
for the new curtain which it is supposed must be made for
the theatre of the opera.

Hic Marsyas Apollinem.

1755. 'The Abb2 Prévost has given in the Journal
&lranger, of which he has taken the direction, an introduc-
tion to the historical part, which treats of the language and
literature of Italy; and in which he every moment con-
founds, what belongs only to the first, with what is the do-
main of the latter. A man of sense remarked, that the
piece was extremely well written, (as is every thing that
comes from the pen of the Abbé Prévost) that it had only
one fault, which was, that there was not a word of truth in
all he had advanced. We shall point out some of the falsi-
ties which the Italians in this country have the most ex-
claimed against. The Abb2 Prévost commences with great
praise of the Italian language. After having allowed all the
qualities which it has the most incontestably, he says, « that
¢ it cannot be so"soft and pleasing, without wanting energy
¢ and force.” This might be true, on supposition, if the
contrary could not be proved, as we shall now see.  No
¢ known, tongue is more distant from the sublime, nor less
¢ suited to expressing the great movements of the soul.”” It
is precisely the contrary of this proposition that is true, and

#* Observations of this kind, and indirect allusions to the various prejudices of
society in France, which are very frequent in these anecdotes of Grimm, taken in
connexion with the period they were written in, and the events that have siace
happened, furnish copious materials for reflection.
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sion, if you could find any more simple, more energetick, more
poetical as to the situation, or less poetical as to colouring
and expression? “ Ah!”’ cries Fulvia, ¢ it is not I that
¢ speak, it is this barbarous grief, that tears my heart, and
“makes me rave.”” This is the literal translation of the
words, which would not be much ‘prized in French: Why ?
Because that language has neither simplicity nor grace;
and it may well be said of it, that if on one side, it is very
exact and very severe, above all in what relates to taste and
style ; on the other, we know of none more distant from the
true sublime. The qu’il mourut of the elder Horatius is
sublime in all languages, because the beauty of the phrase
does not depend on the language, it belongs to the poet
only. The sublimity of the Italian poets very often cannot
be translated, because it is connected with the charm of the
language, which gives it a grace and force unknown to the
other languages of Europe. But it is dwelling too long on
a point which may be verified a thousand times a day, in
opening at random the best, and even the inferiour Italian
authors. I have often made a remark that has proved fo
me strongly, the difference between the French and Italian
languages, which is, that dulness in French is so frank, so
decided, thaf it produces its effect upon you at once, and
without restriction ; the book falls from your hands, and
you have not the courage to take it up again. Dulness in
Italian has a quite contrary effect ; it makes you impatient,
it vexes you, it attaches you in spite of yourself, because
being enveloped in so beautiful and harmonious a language,
it gives you Kleasure even when the author who speaks te
you is insipid: and I always finish by hating the author
because his language makes me encounter the fatigue that
his silliness has prepared for me. We need not take the
trouble of refuting the Abb2 Prévost, if he does not think
the commencement of the famous scene of Mérope, very

werful, very energetick, and above all, very far from that
‘indolent softness, that he so improperly imputes to that
language.

Oh Dei qual mi sorprende insolito terror,
Qual per le vene gelido scorre il sangue
E tutta rende ’anima sbigottita !

The Abbz Prévost is not more fortunate in the general
principles that he M-lvv‘,@nces, than in the application he
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{:iece af antithesis, remember it is not in the power of every
ody to produce one. Our curate who is called the Abbe
Petit is not very petit, (faith, this is not a bad beginning)
he is young, and the most remarkable thing in his appear-
ance is his nose, which is extremely long. The dominant
qualities in his character are an excessive flatness and a
vanity without bounds; every thing either wounds or flat-
ters him. He reddens alternately with anger, or he turns
pale with delight at being praised. His nose is in perpetual
movement, o inhale the incense which the jesters offer,
(and which he always recejves well,) or to mark his dis-
dain for his censors, or his enemies, of whom he thinks he
has a great many. Last summer, Diderot met one day at the
Ruxembourg, with one of his old friends, the Abbe Basset,
professor of philosophy at the college of Harcourt, and the
curate of Mont Chauvet in company. The curate is fond
of talking ; the conversation was soon in train. I am very
unfortunate, said he, after many other things, to be the cu-
rate of Mont Chauvet, the most dismal place in the world,
where my talents are buried, and where there is no one
that has any mind but myself. There is no society, and
my only resource is the school-master, who is a pea-
sant dressed in black. At last, however, I have got here,
and I am delighted to have made acquaintance with a man
of your reputation, in order to ask your opinion of a mad-
rigal of about seven hundred verses, that I have composed.
A madrigal of seven hundred lines, exclaimed Diderot,
good heavens! on what subject? Why, answered the cu-
rate with a cunning smile, my valet has had the misfortune
to make the servant girl a mother, and this has given me a
fine field as you shall see. 1n saying which, he drew from
his pocket a whole quire of paper. M. Diderot frightened
at the idea of this reading, said to him, I think you are
very wrong, sir, to employ your leisure upon such subjects.
When a man has genius so decided as yours, he ought to
write tragedies, and not amuse himself with madrigals.
Permit me then to tell you, that I will not listen to a single
verse of your making, till you have brought me a tragedy.
You are in the right, replied the curate, but I am too timid.
In this way Diderot got rid of the madrigal : but what was
his surprise to see the curate of Mont Chauvet come in,
about a fortnight ago, with the tragedy of David and Bath-
sheba. 'There was no backing out ; it was necessary to
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that vive Dieu is the oath of the Hebrews. In another place,
Bathsheba being pressed by David to make him happy,
wishes to rouse his honour, and reminds him of his great
actions in past times ; she says:

Vous sutes arracher Saul  ses faries,
Ou ce Prince vainqueur de mille incirconcis,
Fremissait que David en eft dix mille occis.

Oh heavens ! what lines, exclaimed Rousseau, but why occis?
why not tué¢ ? I might, said the curate coldly, answer you
that fu¢ does not rhyme with incirconcis : but apparently you
imagine that tu¢ and occis are synonymous ; you must learn
#ir, that they are not. We say every day such a man kills
me with his discourses, but we are not occided for that. I
agree, said Rousseau, that it would be very disagreeable to be
occided, but I should not like even to be killed. Inanother
place Bathsheba says,

Le roi ne m'offre plus que d’innocentes charmes.

But, sir, said they to him, charme is masculine. Ob, you
take it in that way, gentlemen. Well, in the following scene
you will find it masculine. 1 have tried to satisfy every
body. In another place he had rhymed superflu and plus.
That rhyme is not exact, said they. Ah! why not? he
asked. Because superflu is in the singular, and in conse-
quence has no s. Pardon me, said the curate, I have put
one to it. These are some specimens of the genius and
wit of the curate; what makes them truly droll is, that
there is nothing exaggerated, and nothing to me is more
precious than a character frankly original. In spite of the
severity of the criticisms they loaded him with praises ; but
his vanity was wounded, and he went away very discon-
tented with the society. Three days afterwards he met
with one of our friends who had been outrageously his
champion, during the reading, as had been agreed upon
beforehand. He complained very much. If I frequented,
said he, the society of those gentlemen, I should finish by
suspecting my verses were flat: however, I am very sure of
the contrary, and they have only to examine their observa-
tions with as much severity as my tragedy, and they will
see what is flat. After all, it is not their criticism that
frightens me ; I do not regard my piece as a servile author,
I have made each verse triple, so that I egn, as you see
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sacrifice as many of them as I please without being worse
off. Our friend assured him that he had left the society in
the greatest admiration at his talents, but he would not be-
lieve it. In fact, one of our friends, M. Gauffecourt, con-
cealing his laughter with his hands, the curate said to him
suddenly, You laugh, sir. Me, sir? answered he with the
greatest seriousness, I never laughed in my life. < In short,
said he to our friend, I see how it is : those gentlemen dread
works of a certain description, and which might fix the at-
tention of the publick: they have nothing in their head but
their Encyclopedia ; they fear my success may injure
theirs. But the publick will know how to do justice to us all.”
It was with these sentiments, that our dear curate resumed
the road to Lower Normandy. He has since written a letter
to the Abbg Basset, which I have the honour to send you. .
You will see what he thinks about us. That there may be
nothing obscure for you in it, you must know that he had
put at the head of his tragedy, a dedication to madame de
Pompadour, which commenced with the following singular

verse :
Rentrez dans le neant, race de mendians, *

It was to blame poets, who make dedications to catch money:
he afterwards says,

Point d’enfant d’Apollon, si’l ne rime gratis.

This commencement appeared so singular, that they feared
for him the consequences of a misunderstanding, if he sent
his dedication. He however did not fail, believing that
from jealousy, they wished to prevent his obtaining the
‘suffrage of madame de Pompadour. In the same dedica-
tion, and which unfortunately is not printed, there were these
lines :

Tout ainsi comme Icare parcourant la lumitre

Dans un rayon brilant vit fondre sa carriere.

Here, said they, is an admirable verse: but such kind of
verses must be very difficult to come across. That is true,
answered the curate, turning pale with joy and vanity : and
therefore one is very content when they find them. But
I return to the letter, here it is.
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he attacks the people who perhaps do not know what a
rhyme is, relates to Rousseau, who had insisted with him
that angoisse and tristesse did not rhyme. In another
place where he says, he prefers leaving the field open to
many of our gentlemen poets, he has in view M. de Mar-
gency, whom you know. They had made the carate be-
lieve that he was a poet by profession, and that he would
have in him a dangerous rival ; so that he shewed him all
kinds of servility, though from that moment, he conceived
for his pretended rival the most violent hatred. After the
reading was over, they had a very long dispute upon their
respective merits.. All this finished by a challenge. M.
de Margency said, that he was at that moment at work upon
the tragedy of Nebuchadnessar, a very difficult and delicate
subject : that if the curate would attempt the same, they
might assemble that day week, and each one should bring
the first scene of his piece, to submit it to the judgment of
the assembly. The curate promised, but dissatisfied with
his censors, and perhaps frightened at the challenge, he
took the alternative of returning to Mont Chauvet, three
days after this sitting. Notwithstanding, our friend Mar-
gency composed his scene ; and having learnt the unex-

cted departure of the curate, he has since sent it to him
with a fine dedication. I make you a present of both; it
is an excellent piece of humour, which will greatly amuse
you. See if it is not worth while to pass Easter at Paris.
As for me, who only arrived on the Monday, I found them
all so inebriated with the madness of the curate, that I had
no doubt but he had left them his mantle at parting. They
all embrace you. We desire much to see you. Return
speedily.

S—

Bernard le Bouvier de Fontenelle, father of the French
Academy, of that of the sciences, and of inscriptions, died
on Sunday evening, the 9th of January, 1757. He had
nearly reached his hundredth year, having been born on
the 11th February, 1657.

M. de Fontenelle was one of those extraordinary men,
who witnessed, during a century, all the revolutions of the
human mind, produced some of them himself, and pre-
' Eared the causes of many others. Born without genius,

e owed all his success to the clearness, the distinctness and
precision of his mind; to a certain ingenious, brilliant,
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nious turns like this, that his presence had become very
agreeable in society, to which his talents had besides given
him strong recommendations. His private life was uniform
and tranquil. He was cited as the model of a sage. How
. many times has his conduct been contrasted with that of
Voltaire’s! But great men have not always the coolest
heads. We may pardon many follies to the rapid and
brilliant imagination of the author of Zaire ; he has redeem-
ed them by so many beauties ; and it is true, in this sense,
that the wisdom of a cold mind, is not worth the follies of
an impetuous genius.

M. de Fontenelle has often been reproached with having
an insensible heart. They said of him, and it was true,
that he had never either laughed or wept. 'This trait
characterizes the man. He knew not the tumult of the
passions, the violent emotions, nor all those impetuous im-
gulses, which often govern the greatest men ; his cold and

arren heart had never felt the enchanting power of beauty,
the lively and delicious impressions of virtue, nor the charm
and sweetness of friendship. When with such dispositions
we observe religiously the laws of society, of honour, and
of publick propriety, we are exempt from reproach, but we
are not the less subjects for pity. Lord Hyde, a man of
great merit, who from his cabinet in Paris for some time
directed the House of Commons in Liondon, and who died
here, of a fall from his horse, at an early age, said, in speak-
ing of the long career of M. de Fontenelle, that for him, he
lived his hundred years in a quarter of an hour. A fine
expression, that proves so well the advantages of a suscep-
tible mind over one that feels nothing. Itis difficult to
live much in a quarter of an hour, when we love nothing
but epigrams ; they always made an impression on Fonte-
nelle ; but it is not said, that he was ever affected by paint-
ing, by musick, or the illusions of art and of imitation.
Diderot having seen him two or three years since, for the
first time in his life, could not help shedding tears on the
vanity of literary glory, and of all human things. M. de
Fontenelle perceived it, and asked him the reason of his
tears. “I feel, answered Diderot, a singular sentiment.”” At
the word sentiment, Fontenelle stopped him, and said with
a smile, “Sir, it is eighty years since I banished sentiment
“into eclogues.”’ An answer well calculated to dry the tears,
which the love of humanity, and the tenderness of a good
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Elysian fields. They asked if I had a desire {o see any
articular personages? Lead me to the philosophers.—
here aré two who live near here, in this garden; they are

very good neighbours and friends to one another.—Who

are they?—Socrates and Helvétius.—I estcen both of

them prodigiously, but let me first see Helvétius, because I

know a little French, and not a word of Greek.—Ile receiv-

ed me with great courtesy, having known, he said, my cha-
racter for some time. He asked me a thousand questions
about the war, the present state of religion, of liberty and

of government in France. You make no inquiries, said I,

after your dear friend Madame Helvétius, and yet she

loves you excessively ; it is only an hour since 1 saw her.

Ah! said he, you make me remember my former felicity,

but it must be forgotten to be happy here. For many

years I thought only of her ; at last I am consoled. I have
taken another wife, the most like her that I could find ; she
is not, it is true, quite so beautiful, but she has much
good sense and wit, and she loves me infinitely : her con-
tinual study is to please me. She has just gone out to seek
for the best nectar and ambrosia, to regale me this evening;
remain here, and you shall see her. I perceive, said I, that
your ancient friend is more faithful to you, for she has re-
fused many good matches that have offered. I confess to
you, that 1 have loved ber myself to madness, but she is ex-
cessively cruel to me, and has refused me absolutely, to do
honour to you. I pity your misfortune, said he, as she
was a good woman, and very amiable. Butthe Abbé Roche
and the Abbd M , do they not sometimes visit her ?
Yes, certainly, she has not lost one of your friends. If you
had gained the Abbe M—— with coffee and cream to speak
for you, perhaps you might have succeeded, for he is as
subtle a reasoner as St. Thomas, and he places his argu-
ments in such good order, that they become almost irre-.
sistible : or if you had gained over the Abbg de la Roche,
by some fine ‘edition of an old classick, to speak against you,
it would have been still better, for I often observed, that
when he advised any thing, she had a very strong inclina-
tion to do the contrary. At these words, in came the new.

Madame Helvétius ; in an instant, I recognised her o be

Madame Franklin, my ancient American friend. "I reclaim-

ed ker, but she answered me coldly—¢ I was your good

“wife for forty-nine years and four months, almost half a
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Pont de Vesle ?—Madam ?—Where are you ?—At the
corner of your fire-place.—With your feet on the andirons,
as we do among friends ’—Y es, Madam ?—It must be allow-
ed that there are few friendships so ancient as ours.—That
is true.—It is fifty years.—Yes, fifty years and more.
And in this long period not a cloud, not even the ap;
of a quarrel.—That is what I have always admired.—But,
Pont de Vesle, is not this owing to our having been, in reals
ty, always very indifferent to one another ?—That may well
be, Madam. .

September, 1779. Madame de Lalande, Marchioness du
Deffant, born de Vichi de Chamru, died at Paris the 23d of
last month, aged eighty-four years. She was without dis:
pute one of the women of her time, the most celebrated for
wit ; she had been for a long period for her beauty. Having
lost her sight when she was young, she sought consolation
by assembling about her the most select society of the city

. and the court; but the malignity of her wit, the sallies of
which it was impossible for her to repress, often alienated
the persons with whom, she should not have quarrelled.
The latc Mademoiselle de Lespinasse, who had been for
many years her companion, separated from her rudely, and
took away with her the greater part of the literary men, who
at the time composed her society. The friend whom shé
had the happiness to keep the longest, was M. Pont de
Vesle. We have elsewhere explained, what rendered this
connexion so iild and durable. That society which she
no longer found at home, but which she could not do with.
out, even in extreme old age, she sought for abroad. When
past eighty, she still supped out every evening, often in
the country, and she sate up habitually till ¢hree or four in
the morning. We have many charming letters of her’s to
Voltaire, a portrait of Madame du Chatelet, some fugitive

. poetry printed in different collections, and many couplets

full of wit and malice.

Her best female friends Madame la Marechale de Luxem-
bourg, Madame de Choiseul, and Madame de Cambise, hard-
ly quitted her during her last illness ; and by a very rare
excess of attachment, never failed, it was said, to play at

loto in her chamber every evening, till her last sigh i
clusively.
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style, with that character of nobleness and grandeur, that
accompanied all the actions of that mouarch, and which ap-
peared to belong to him exclusively.

We find in the memoirs of the Abke Millot, very impor-
tant details on the negotiations that preceded the last war
of 1755. It appears demonstrated by the most authentick
testimony, that our ministry desired peace sincerely, and
nothing but the persuasion that existef in France, that the
English ministry would have war at any rate, occasioned
the failure of the arrangements, that had been proposed to
maintain the union of the two powers. I heard Lord Stor-
mont say, that if the despatches had been seen, which de-
cided the English ministry, all the world would have been
convinced that Englaud did not desire peace less ardently,
and would not have declared war, had she not been deceived
by similar prejudices to those, that prevailed in France.
Is it possible then, that vain suspicions and false reports,
should embroil nations like individuals, and that a misunder-
standing may decide the councils of sovereigns, and the
destiny of nations ?

An Englishman called to see M. de Voltaire, at Fer-
ney. He asked him from whence he came. The travel
ler replied, that he had been passing some time with M.
Haller. The patriarch immediately exclaimed, ¢ that M.
¢ Haller is a great man, a great poet, great naturalist, great
“ philosopher, a man almost universal.”” What you say,
sir, is 8o much the finer, as M. Haller does not render you
the same justice. Alas! replied Voltaire, perkaps me
both deceive ourselves.

The emperour of China has sent the king, sixteen desigm’
made by the Jesuit missionaries, and requested that they
may be engraved by our most skilful ‘artists. It will cost
more than an hundred thousand erowns. These designs
represent the principal ceremonies of the court of Pekin,
and different victories of the emperour. What is the most _
remarkable in these battles, is, that not a single Chinese is
killed, nor even one of them wounded. Nothing was more
expressly enjoined upon the designers than attention to this
Circumstance. Is it not exactly the fable of the lion ?

8i mes confrdres savaient peindre.
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tive of a camp-meeting of the methodists. It is indced true, -
that the Southern and Western States are infested with

these fanaticks, but we believe the nuisance is decreasing,

and in England, though many are alarmed at their progress in

the church, their extravagancies are less than they were

formerly. He is further made use of to describe the

stages of dram-drinking in Virginia, and to say, that some of

the democrats in Pennsylvania once proposed, that their

lawyers should not be allowed o quote from English law-

books. Lambert rode through a considerable part of the

United States in the mail stage, and has published two oc-

tavos descriptive of this country and Canada, which are
rather uninteresting. He had not many advantages in see-
ing society ; he seems to have possessed good intentions,
and reprobates the absurd and malignant misrepresentations,
in most of the books of his countrymen respecting us.

We had almost overlooked Michaux, whom the Re-
viewer has cited as one of his authorities. The following is
the passage in which he is brought forward. ¢ Mr. Mi-
¢ chaux had the good fortune to be travelling in America,
¢ at the auspicious period when the tax upon the whiskey
¢ distilleries was repealed ; and to witness the rejoicings on
¢ that occasion. At one of the taverns, which he visited,
¢ the rooms, the stairs, the yard, were covered with men
¢ dead drunk, and those who were still able to get their
¢ teeth separated, uttered only the accents of rage and fury.”
Now if the critick will turn to a long account of the f te,
¢ the truly English féte,”” given at Belvoir Castle, last year,
by the duke of Rutland, at the_christening of his infant son,
the Marquis of Granby, for whom the Prince Regent, and,
if we mistake not, the Duke of York, stood sponsors ; if he
will turn to the pompous description of this féte, advertised
in the principal newtpapers of the day, to do the family
honour, he will find this drunken frolick of the boors of
Pennsylvania, very similar to the brutal orgies of Belvoir
Castle ; and which, incredible as it seemed, were given to
the publick with so much complacency. We regret that we
have not the papers by us, to enable our readers to make
the comparison.

There remain Ashe, Janson and Cobbet. Janson, it ap-
pears, came to this country to live by the practice of his
Emfession as a lawyer ; that he was dissatisfied and grum-

led at every thing, got into debt, and was obliged to make
his escape from his creditors. He returned to England,
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to cite two or three cases of violations of delicacy and re-
finement, without recurring to those florid compounds of
beef and porter, who sometimes come among us to vend
their wares ; nor to the egregious cockneys of London, or
even to those consequential personages, who, in a gait be-
tween the swing of a sailor, and the trampling of a dragoon,
saunter in trios through Pall Mall, Bond Street and 8St.
James’s. 'We shall mount into higher regions for our ex-
amples, and, if a single errour can be discovered there, the
quality of our proofs may spare us the irksome labour of
increasing the quantity. They are selected from the pub-
lick papers during a short period.

The first instance, is a letter from a general officer in the
British army, Liord Dalhousie, to the Duke of Angoul8me,
a degrendant of him who was immortalized in these well
known lines :

And thou Dalhousie, thou great God of war,
Lieutenant Colonel to the Karl of Mar.

It is copied from the Morning Chronicle of April 25, 1814,
and is dated,  Bordeaux, April 11th. Sir, I hasten with all
¢ the warmth and sincerity of a truly English heart, to con-
< gratulate your Royal Highness on the great events which
¢ have been at length announced. As a pledge of the joy
«“of Lord Wellington and my country, I am eager to offer
¢ the liberty of 300 officers and soldiers now in my power.
« ] beg your Royal Highness to be pleased to send them
¢ to their homes, that they may be the happy messengers
¢ of the restoration of the Bourbons, and the happiness of
« France. This step, the responsibility of which I take
¢ upon myself, animated by the example of the Conquerour
< of Paris, cannot fail to be approved of by him, whose con-
¢« stant study has been, in the midst of his victorious career,
“ to alleviate the miseries of war.””’—Now remark how
really good intentions are buried, in the awkwardness and
coarseness of this epistle. Inthe first place, he is address-
ing a French prince, and in the genuine style of an English
newspaper, talks of his ¢ truly English heart,” as a dis-
tinguishing excellence ; and then with still more exquisite

< Jes pommes cuites, et de poli que Dacier. 'Tis the strangest place you can conceive.

““They have twenty religions, and but one sauce. All their liquors are sour,

:: th;:l vi:xegar. They have no ripe fruit but baked apples, an% nothing polished but
steel.
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¢ them on a slip of paper, close under each other. At the
“ end of a month, the slip reached from the ceiling to the
“ floor of a room more than ten feet high, and contained
“ one hundred and twenty-three advertisements. We did
“ not receive, at most, more than one twentieth part of the
“ newspapers of the United States. If a calculation be
¢ made from these facts, it will be found that there were
< about twenty-five thousand separations and elopements ia
% a year; a calculation which r am certain is far withis
“ bounds.” Was ever the reputation of womankind sub-
“ jected to the criterion of such a calculation ? It reminds
¢ us, by an irresistible association, of that ingenious problem

. rrogosed by honest Jack, to ascertain the value of a cart-
¢ load of turnips by the price of a pound of butter. The
¢ premises of the witness from Newgate are pretty much of -
¢ the same kind, and we have no doubt that his conclusioa
“is of equal accuracy with that, which would have been the
“ result of our honest tar’s mode of comparison. There is
¢« something so grossly ludicrous, such a broad and vulgs
¢ grin on the face of it, that we cannot prevail on ourselves
“ to treat it seriously. For the amusement of our readers
“ we will try what would be the result of such a calculatioa
¢ as it respects England.

“ From the records of Westminster-hall, and the per-
¢ odical works, newspapers, &c. published in England with-
“in a single year, we Eave been able to collect fifty-twe
¢ cases of what used to be politely termed in former times
¢ a téte-a-téle, eighteen of which were of titled ladies ; sixty-
¢ eight elopements,and thirty-nine instances of wives ex
“sed to publick sale, like catile at Smithfield.* We are
¢ well assured that of the law cases, we saw not (being
“ no lawyers) onc in twenty; of the periodical works, not
‘ one in five hundred ; and of the newspapers, not one in
¢ five thousand. Now, if the calculation be made from

" ¢ these premises, it will incontrovertibly appear, that at
“ Jeast eight hundred and cighty thousand women in Eng-

® ¢« Here follows an account of the manner in which these sales are performed, ex-
¢ tracted from a late British publication :

¢ ¢ Shropshire. The town of Ludlow lately witnessed one of those scenes fo skick
** custom has attached the characler of lamful transactions in the minds of the lower
‘“ class. A well-looking woman, wife of John Hall, to whom she had been married
* only one mouth, was brought by him in a halter, and sold by auction in the market
¢ for two-and sixpence, with the addition of sixpence for the rope with which she was
‘“led. In this sale the customary market fees were ch —toll, one peany : pi
% ing, threepence.” New Monthly Magasine, for Sept. 1814."
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“of original genius. The peculiar situations in which we
“ have been placed during the short period of our existence,
“ have drawn the mind continually from that calm and
“ quiet self-possession without which few, perhaps we
“ might say none, can ever hope to enter into the dee
“ recesses of learning, or sport in the fair fields of poetical
* inspiration. Such pursuits and amusements require a
“ mind abstracted from the labours of active life, and free
‘“ from the apprehension of personal danger, as well as the
‘¢ temptations of worldly ambition. The allurements of
‘¢ knowledge are gentle, quiet, and unassuming: those of
¢ glory, wealth, and pleasure, glittering and obtrusive. It
€€ 38 the choice of Hercules; and as few men have the
€ strength of body, so still fewer have the firmness of mind,
€ or the judgment, to make a selection equally judicious
€€ with that of the hero. The business of a scholar is in-
€€ compatible with any other excitement than the love of
“€ knowledge, and the hope of a pure and spotless immor-
€€ tality. To him, a mind undisturbed and free to pursue
€€ the object of his peculiar contemplation, is indispensably
€€ necessary ; and the nation that does not already possess
€€ men who have acquired a decided vocation to study,
“€ must never expect them to be the product of a long suc-
€€ cession of dangerous labours, fearful apprehensions, and
€ bloody invasions.”
[Page 86—91.]

We hope that the indignation which this libel has excited
among men of all parties in America, may create some sen-
~sation in England, and that it may there be treated event-
vally with the scorn it merits. It is indeed time, that some
generous writer should volunteer on their side, to counter-
act the tendency of national prejudices, to nourish implaca-
ble hatred between the two nations. The abuse of the daily
Papers we disregard ; it is their vocation ; and the publick
generally make allowances for their misrepresentation and
violence. The writings of a man like Cobbet afford us no
ufisfaction ; because, if he espouses our cause now, it is not
to make compensation for former abuse ; but, the mere rest-
less ebullition of factious opposition to his own government ;
tor have we any security, that he will not return to-morrow
to his primitive doctrines, and again stimulate the mob with
tvery species of calumny, to wish our utter destruction. In
this country, many of the most eminent citizens, in the fear
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her arm to the Rhine. England having no jealousy of
Anstria on the water, assists her schemes of aggrandizement
in Italy, she giving a quitclaim of Flanders, to the Prince
of Orange,* who uniting this to Holland, makes a consider-
able kingdom in appearance, but a weak one in reality, as
the Dutch and Flemings have long had a strong, mutual
animosity, founded in part on a difference of religion. The
country having very little natural strength on the French
frontier, is defended by the largest fortresses in the world,
but which require enormous expense, and large armies for
their support. Unless Holland could recover her monopoly
of commerce, which seems impossible ; it would hardly be
politick for her to maintain such enormous artificial works ;
on the one side her dykes to defend herself from the fury
of the ocean; on the other these Flemish fortifications to
oppose the ambition of France, as restless, turbulent, and
encroaching as the waves of that ocean. 'The Poles, the
Saxons, the Dutch, the Flemings, and the Italians are all
dissatisfied, and all protest against these arrangements.
#~~" There is apparent in these glans, a total disregard of the
rights of the weaker people, and a general spirit of extending,
rather than of improving the dominions of the larger powers.
If the smaller states are doomed to be swallowed up, the
monopoly of four or five will not insure tranquillity, and
after having devoured others, there will be new contests for
the destruction of one another. After all that may have
been gained, by the wide spread of intelligence, and the re-
moval of some abuses, Europe may perhaps be incurably
diseased. Loaded with impositions, crippled with debts,
either actual bankrupts, or on the eve of becoming so;
devoured with enormous standing armies, polluted with the
desires and habits of war, there is no solid hope that the
miseries of its inhabitants can have any termination. /

3 The Policy of having a direct share in the government of the continent, is now
more confirmed than ever in Englaud.  As they must soon lose their German
sions, they have provided this new connexion. The 8alick law prevails in the
ernment of Hanover, and by the act of settlement of the Brunswick family, when
were promoted to the English throue, it was stipulated, that, on the crown devolv-
ing to a female, that the youngest son of the preceding monarch should succeed to
the electorate of Hanover, which should then become an independent sovereignty.
The Duke of Cambridge, who is now the Governour of Hanover, will therefore as-
sume the sovemigr:tgower whenever the Princess Charlotte of Wales comes to the
crown. The hereditary Prince of Orange is destined to marry her ; he was edo-
cated at an English university ; is a general officer, and has a regiment in the Engligh
service. How much is wanting to make him an English prince ®
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Miss Huntley’s Poems.

For evening clad the skies in gloom,

And warn’d her of her distant home.
The stars that gemm’d the brow of night
Glanc’d coldly on her wavering flight,
In tears, the moon with trembling gleam
Withdrew her faint and faded beam,

And O’er that vast and silent grave

‘Was spread the dark and boandless wave.
With beating heart and anxious ear,

She strove some earthly sound to hear,
In vain—no earthly sound was near.

1t seem’d the world’s eternal sleep

Had settled o’er that gloomy deep,

Nor slightest breath her bosom cheer'd,
Her own soft wings alone she heard.

¢ But still that fearful dove preserv’d,
‘With unabating care,

'T'he olive leaf—the type of peace
All fragrant, fresh, and fair.

% With pain her weary wing she stretch’d
Over the billows wide,

‘And oft her panting bosom dropp’d
Upon the briny tide.

“ The image of her absent mate,
That cheer’d her as she strove with fate,
Grew darker on her eye;
It seem’d as if she heard him mourn,
For one who never must return,
- In broken minstrelsy.

¢ Yet ere her pinions ceas’d their flight,
Or clos’d her eye in endless night,

A hand the weary wanderer prest

And drew her to the ark of rest.

Oh! welcome to thy peaceful home,
No more o’er that wild waste to roam.

“ When from this cell of pain and woe,
Like that weak dove my soul shall go,
And trembling still her flight shall urge,
Along this dark world’s doubtful verge,
Q’er the cold flood, and foaming surge,
Then may the shrinking stranger spy
A pierc’d hand stretching from the sky,
Then hear a voice in accents blest,

* Return—return unto thy rest,
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Miss Huntley’s Poems.

THE QUEEN OF NIGHT.

% The queen of night rode bold and high,
Her path was white with stars,

Her cheek was sanguine, and her eye
Glanc’d on the blood stain’d Mars.

“ No word she spake, no sign she made,
Save that her head she bow’d,

As if a cold, good night she bade,
Tio some departing cloud.

« A fleecy robe was loosely cast, *
Around her graceful form,

She hid her forehead from the blast,
Hoarse herald of the storm.

« But soon she staid her rushing car,
And check’d her rapid rein,

For morn beheld her from afar,
And frown’d upon her train.

¢ The queen of night, and rosy morn,
Together might not dwell ;

One came to rouse the slumbering dawn,
The other sought her cell.”

TWILIGHT.

« I saw, ere the landscape had faded in night,

The slow-moving twilight with gesture sublime,

As I pensively watch’d the decline of the light,

And listen’d, absorb’d to the foot-fall of time.

« And I said to my heart, as it rose in my breast,

In the pale hand of twilight, a tablet appeard,

That this had recorded my errours I fear'd,
And I knew that itg traces were never to fade.

< What wakes thee to sorrow, what moves thee to mourn?
And my heart answerd quick, with emotion opprest,
¢ I grieve for the hours, that must never return.’

Though veil’d in her mantle, and muffled with shade;
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and harmony in the features, though generally tinged with
melancholy ; that make us strongly wish, that the writer
would devote herself to some work of greater scope and
higher character than any of these occasional verses. We
think there are one or two passages in the poem on the
Dove’s leaving the ark, which partake of the sublime. The
description of the deluge,

« And slowly as its axle turn’d
The wat’ry planet mov’d and mourn’d,

the whole of the passage ending with these two lines,

 Nor slightest breath her bosom cheer’d,
Her own soft wings alone she heard,”

If pot sublime, which we think it to be, will at least be
allowed by all, to be exquisitely beautiful and pathetick.
After considering the indications of genius, afforded by
these disconnected poems, the variety and facility of versi
fication they discover, joined to what we have heard of the
fair author’s solid acquirements, and her power and habif of
severe application, we should, if our advice were a little
more imposing, earnestly counsel her to devote her mind
to some mere considerable undertaking. We have in the
way of subjects, a rich and various mine that has hardly
been opened. Let it be remembered, how much the genius
of Scott has struck out from his Scottish highland chiefs,
and the border warfare with England ; where both men and
events are almost beneath the dignity of history ; from what
rude materials has he constructed and polished his most
successful productions! How much more important, how
much more varied, how vastly superiour in picturesque
effect, the events that took place on our frontiers, in fhe
course of the seventeenth, and beginning of the eighteenth
century ! The contests between the English and French,
and the intermixture of their savage allies ; the splendour
of the epoch in the history of those two people at home, was
reflected on their distant contests in Canada; the important
part played by the various Indian tribes, particularly the Six
Nations, whose history is abundantly interesting ; the share
we took as colonists in these events ; the vast revolutions
that have since happened among these different nations;
all furnish materials at once interesting and grand. There
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are so many contrasts involved, that might be rendered
highly poetical. The polished French nobleman from the
.court of Lewis XIV. the dignified British governour, the
hardy American colonist, the distinguished chiefs of the'
Bix Nations, the insinuating Jesuit missionary, all present
very striking details; and then the magnificence of the
scenery,—the cataract, in its gigantick magnificence, that
might receive all the waterfalls of Europe united, without
perceiving the addition; the lakes whose shores for a cen-
tury and a half, have been rendered illustrious by so many
memorable combats of different nations, all give dignity te
the theme. Many romantick adventures of individuals
would furnish interesting episodes. The martial events are
highly interesting. A peculiar fatality has attended all the
combats on the plains of Abraham under the walls of
Quebec ; at distant periods, three commanders in chief of
three different nations have been slain; the French Mar-
quis de Montcalm, the English General Wolfe, and the
American General Montgomery. A perusal of Colden’s
History of the Six Nations, the Baron de la Hontan’s
travels, and several works in the early history of Virginia,
New-England and Canada, would be found replete with
characters, incidents, and actlons of the most diversified,
animated, and picturesque description.

Vol. 1. No. 1. 16
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METEOROLOGICAL JOURNAL.

Latitude of Bowdoin College, 43° 53’ N.
Tar Thermometer employed in the following observations, was
constructed by Mr. Six, and registers the maxima of heat and cold.
The gradation is according to the scale of Fahrenheit. The instru-
ment has a northern exposure, and is elevated about six feet, being
exposed to the influence of no object, excepting that to which it is
attached. I bave marked degrees above and below the zero by the

signs (:) and (-).

FEBRUARY, 1815. .
Thermometer. | Barometer. | Wionds. | Weather.

Mean temperature deduced from three observations each day 20.06° '

ditto maxima of heat and cold ~ 15.70
Mean pressure of the atmosphere - -  29.79 in.
Greatest monthly range of barometer 1.17
Snow reduced to water - - 1.50

The total absence of rain, during this month, is uncommon:
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by these presents, that the Ottoman Porte
ion to visit the Holy ‘City.

wishes is now fulfilled—it hus been the object of our most ardent

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND.
BasLg, FEB. 3.—The Duke of Holstein-Eutin, (the late king

“ We make known
has given us permiss

.
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desires from our youth, and at a time when there did not appear
any possibility of accomplishing it. We hail a secret presenti-
ment, that we should one day be destined by divine Providence
to undertake this pilgrimage.

“In directing our steps to Jerusalem, we should for ever re-
proach ourselves if we neglected to inform the christian world
of our resolution to visit that Holy City, since we hope to be
accompanied by some brethren of our holy religion.

“ We propose the following conditions to those who may wish
to join us in the journey. We invite among the European na-
tions ten brethren to accompany us to Jerusalem,—that is to
say,—an Englishman, a Dane, a Spaniard, a Frenchman, an in-
l!abitant of Holstein-Eutin, a Hungurian, a Dutchman, an Ita-
lian, a Russian and a Swiss.

1. Each of them must be provided with a certificate from the diocese or consistory
ofhis country, attesting the purity of his motives.

. 2. The place of rendezvous shall be the town of Trieste ; and the 2d of June next
is the day appointed for the general meeting.

3. Those mt can play upon any instrument, will take it with them, if it be not
%0 cumhersome.

4. Each one must be provided with 4000 Augsburg florins, or at least 2000, in or-

der to meka the preliminary expenses of the journey, and to form a general or com-
on stock.

5. Each one to have a right to take a servant with him, on condition that he be a
dristian, or a of good morals.

6. The bmtEen to put on a hlack dress which is neither magnificent or expensive ;
~theyare to let their beards grow as a proof of manly resolution, and to regard it os
0 bonour to hear the name of Black Brethren. The costume, as well as the arma-
ent .é:n equipment, shall be definitively settled at Trieste, and also the Holy

{

7. The dress of the servants to be dark grey ; this shall also be decided at

$. The latest period of admission to the union of the Black Brethren is the 24th of
Afterwards the publick will be informed whether the number be complete or

K -f

. Those persons that shall enter into this union are to make it known in the news-

Ppen of their country, and also of those of Frankfort on the Main, and acquaint us
"‘hu it in writing at the same time, by directing for the Editor of the Frankfort

g

at Basle, on the 27th of Jannary, Anno Domini 1815.
GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS,
Duke of Holstein-Eutin.

MOFESSORSHIP OF GREEK LITERATURE IN HARVARD UNI-
VERSITY.

In April of the last year, a gentleman, through one of the cor-
Poration, made a donation of twenty thoygand dollars, to endow
A professorship of Greek literature in the Univemity, the stat-
bes to be made, and a Professor chosen and introduced to office
vithin a convenient time. In February last, the foundation was
tompleted by the enacting of the statutes, and the Rev. Edward
verett was chosen to fill the Professorship. On the 12th he
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and they gave Mr. Fulton, besides a pension, 800 pounds sterling, for
which his name was in the red book ; though it was said, that he com-
muted this pension, for the sum of 10,000 pounds. It was partly
through the friendship of Lord Stanhope, during the ministry of Lord
Sidmouth, that these transactions occurred. After thid he came back
to his own country, convinced of the importance of this Nautilus, Cata-
maran or Torpedo invention ; it bore these names, in the order they
stand, in France, England and the United States. He did not meet
with much success in this plan here. He was engaged in what may
be considered a branch of it at the t:me of his death, which was owing
in part to the great exertions he made in getting the steam frigate in
rcadiness. The eventual success of this vessel may be doubtful, but
therc are many experienced men who are sanguine in the belief, that
it will produce a most important epoch in the system of defence for
bays and harhours, and in some degree prevent an anchoring blockade.
Certainly, a hall proof battery, firing red hot 32 pound balls, with the
power of advancing or receding at pleasure, independent of wind or
tide, at the rate of six or seven miles an hour, is a formidable engine,
and differing in many respects from any at present known. But Mr.
Fulton’s greatest service to his country and the world, is the improve-
ment, which, when we consider its effects, we may style magnificent,
of navigating rivers and lakes by the power of steam. In this country,
where rivers and inland waters are of such immense extent, the
vantages can be hardly realized in calculation. Many of the western
rivers were before only of use for descent, they were never remounted.
Now they are navigated against the current to their source. The
Jacilis descensus was given by nature ; the revocare gradum is owing to
Mr. Fulton. He received a very large income from these boats, bat
all his receipts were devoted to carry his plans more widely into
effect. There perhaps never existed a man with more enthusiastick
ardour or more extensive views for the internal improvement of his
country. The death of such a character in the midst of his career, is
a severe national loss.

In Pennsylvania. W. Preston, Esq. aged 78, an active officer in the
war of the revolution. General John Rhea of Trenton. Krederick
Smith, Esq. aged 83, formerly Chief Justice of New Jersey. Colonel
Francis Johnston, aged 66, an officer of the revolutionary war. Richard
Soderstrom, Esq. at the age of 72, Consul General of Sweden. He
had resided in the (Tnited States 32 years.

In Virginia. Hon. David Bard, a member of Congress from Pena-
sylvania. .

In Carolina. General Arnoldas Vanderhorst.

At New Orleans. General Byrd Smith.

DEATHS OF REMARKABLE PERSONS ABROAD.

In Russia. At Zarko Zelo, the celebrated Count Armfeldt. Near
Moscow, Mr. Baleschoff, aged 113. At St. Petershurg, the Princess of
Tarent, eminent for her virtues and devoted loyalty to the Bourbons.

In Germany. The Landgrave of Hesse, at the age of 38. At Ge-
neva, the Marquis of Bute. At Vienna, Baron Scull, minister of the
King of Wirtemburg, suicide. The Prince de Ligne, field marshal of
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The New Life of Virginea: declaring the former svccesse
and present estate of that plantation, being the second, part
of Nova Britannia. Published by the authoritie of his

lasesties Counsell of Virginea. London, smprinted by
Felix Kyngston for William Welby, dwelling at the signe
of the Swan in Pauls Churchyard, 1612.

Tas little work to encourage the publick-and private adven-
turers in’the plans for colonizing Virginia, was written about
the time of Captain Argoll’s voyage. It is dedicated to the
“Treasurer of the Company, who had the principal management
of the undertaking at first, but who afterwards caused them so
much trouble ; and whose conduct about his accounts, threw
doubts at least, on his integrity. An extract from the dedica-
tion will give a good idea of the design and style of the book.

¢ To the right worshipfvl and worthie knight Sir Thomas
“ Smith of London, Gouernour of the Moscouia and East Indie
¢ Companies, one of his Maiesties Counsell for Virginea, and

- ¢ Treasurer for the Colony : Peace and health in Christ.

¢ It is come to passe (right VVorshipfull) with the busi-

‘nesse and plantation of Virginea, as it is commonly seene

Vol. I. No. 2. 19
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¢ the attempt and progresse of all other most excellent things,
¥ (which is) to be accompanied with manifold difficulties,
¢ crosses and disasters being such as are appointed by the
¢ highest prouidence, as an exercise of patience and other ver-
¢ tues, and to make more wise thereby the managers thereof:
¢ by which occasion not only the ignorant and simple minded
¢ are much discouraged, but the malitious and looser sort (being
¢ accompanied with the licentious vaine of stage Poets) haue
¢ wet their tongues with scornful taunts against the action it
¢ selfe, in so much as there is no common speech nor publike
¢ name of any thing this day, (except it be the name of God
¢ which is more vildly depraued, traduced, and derided by suc
¢ unhallowed lips, then the name of Virginea. For which cause
¢ (right noble Knight) J haue set my self to publish this briefe
¢ apollogie to the sight and view of all men, not to answer any
¢ such in their particular folly, but to free the name it selfe from
¢ the injurious scoffer, and this commendable enterprise from
¢ the scorne and derision of any such, as by ignorance or malice
¢ haue sought the way to wrong it. VVhich albeit J am well
¢ well assured will no way auaile toadmonish or amend the in-
¢ corrigible looseness of such vntamed tongues, yet shall 1 hold
¢ mine endeauours well acquited, if J may but free your selfe,
¢ and so many right noble, and well affected gentlemen (touch-
¢ ing the former ill successe) from wrongfull imputation, as also
¢ satisfie the despairing thoughts, and quicken the zeale of such
¢ friends and louers to this businesse, as in their remote and
¢ forraine residence, by the spreading of rumours and false re-
¢ ports, doe rest vnsatisfied. VVherein (as J hope) not to
¢ exceed the bounds of modestie and truth, so for order’s sake
¢ J have set it downe in a briefe method of three parts. The
¢ first is nothing else but a briefe relating of things alreadie done
¢ and past: The second, of the present estate of the businesse :
¢ And the third doth tend as a premonition to the planters and
¢ aduenturers for the time to come.’

It is a sufficient proof of bad management, that with such a
soil and climate as Virginia possesses, the early settlers were
for so many years exposed to famine.

¢ And for the last and maine obiection of food, it cannot be
¢ denied by any one of reason, but with their now diligent
¢ planting and sowing of corne (whereof they haue two haruests
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¢ vpholders of it, as for their credits sake and reputation, will
¢ neuer leaue you without conuenient meanes to make defence,
‘nor your least indignitie by sauage foes or ciuill friends will
¢ suffer vnrequited. There is laid vpon you in this worke a
¢ threefold labour to be done vpon your selues, vpon your Eng-
¢ lish, and vpon the poore Indians.  And first vpon your selues;
¢ for all mens ear€s and eyes are so fixed vpon Kings and Ru-
¢ lers, that they keepe a register in minde of what euer they
¢ doe or speake, the better sort of loue to imitate their goodnes,
<and the looser sort of flatterie to applaud their wickedness
¢ and soothe them in their vices : when your wholesom lawes
¢ shal haue no execution, when you shall publish and pretend
¢ for the honour of God, and good of the publike weale, and
¢ yet shall care for neither of both, but be loose in your own
¢ course of life, giuing way to ambition, idlenesse, and all vn-
¢ bridled appetite, to your tongues in swearing, to your bodies
¢ in unchastity, making your owne Cburts and houses cages of
¢ proud, vncleane and all disordered persons, enforcing the
¢ good to pine away with grief, and aduaneing men of bad
¢ deserts, accounting it happie to doe what you list, when no
¢ man dares reproue you ; miserie and confusion will be the
¢ end of this, and you shal leaue for your monuments shame
¢ and dishonour behinde you to all posteritie.’

¢ The next is dutie towards your Colonie (the common sort
¢ of English) and that in few words, let them live as free Eng-
¢ lish men, vnder the gouernment of iust and equall lawes, and
¢ not as slaues after the will and lust of any superiour : discour-
¢ age them not in growing religious, nor in gathering riches, two
¢ especiall bonds (whether seured or conioyned) to keep them
¢ in obedience, the one for conscience sake, the other for feare
¢ of losing what they haue gotten : without the first they are
¢ prophane, without the second desperate, and apt for euery
¢ factious plot to bee instruments of mischiefe. Such haue
¢ alwaies bin the beggarly, ignorant and superstitious sort of
¢ Irish, and no better were we our English (and Scottish nation
¢ too) euer vnquiet, neuer constant, readie for insurrections and
¢ murther, to depose their Kings, and maintaine rebellion,
¢ before the daies of that renowned Deborak our late Soue-
¢ raigne, that shining starre, the splendour of whose bright-
¢ nesse, darkned the glorie of all other Princes in her time (as
¢ euen popish historians of sundrie forraine Nations tearme her)
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¢ they become desperate and despiteful fugitiues abr oorad,
¢ else returning neutrals in religion, are neuer good for Church
¢ nor Commonwealth.

¢ Let the words of that learned Master Ascham witnesse in
¢ this case, who aboue twentie yeeres agone, hauing farre lesse
¢ cause of complaint than wee haue now, did publish his cen-
¢ sure of those EnglisllnJ Italionate trauellers in lheslt: words : l.f‘:r
¢ religton, th et Papistrie, or worse: for learning lesse
‘ cm‘gn}oouly thee’n ﬁey caxd out: for olics{:; a factious heart,
¢ a discoursing head, a minde to medJSe n all mens matters:
¢ for experience, plenty of new mischiefs, neuer knowne in
¢ England before : for manners, varietie of vanities, and
¢ change of filthy liutng. These be the inchantments of Circes,
¢ brought out of ltalie, to marre English mens manners, much
¢ by example of ll life, but-more by precepts of fond boakes of
¢ late translated out of Italian into Egluh, sold in euery shop
< in London, commended by honest titles, the sooner to corrupt
¢ honest manners, dedicated ouer boldly to vertuous and howo-
¢ rable personages, the easier to beguile simple and sinmocent
‘wits. Tenne Sermons at Pauls Crosse doe not so much
¢ good for mouing men to true doctrine, as one of those bookes
¢ doe harme with inticing men to ill liuing : yea, I say further,
¢ those bookes tend not so much to corrupt homest liuing, as
¢ they do to subuert true religion ; more Papistes are made
¢ the merrie bookes of Itale, than by the earnest bookes of
¢ Louaine.’

/& Trve Declaration of the estate of the Colonie in Virginia,
with a confutation of such scandalous reports as haue tended
to the disgrace of so worthy an enterprise. Published by
aduise and direction of the Councell of Virginia. London,

rinted for William Barret, and are to be sold at the blacke
eare tn Pauls Church-yard. 1610.

*Tuis work is a very earnest defence of the design of colo-
nizing Virginia. It was composed at a time when many urged
its abandonment. Some accidents, particularly the shipwreck
of Sir Thomas Gates; and Sir George Somers on the Island of
Bermuda had produced a discouraging effect. The immoral
and shiftless character of those who were first sent out as set-
tlers, their idleness and want of foresight, which reduced
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¢in the action, if they might be ioynt inheritors in the Planta-
¢ tion ; which is an euident proofe, that Virginia shall no sooner
¢ be quitted by vs, then it will be reinhabited by them. A dis-
¢ honour of that nature, that will etemal}l,y blemish our Nation;
¢ as though we were-like the furious Pyrrhus, or impetuous
¢ Swissers, who in a brunt can conquer any thing, but with
¢ wisdome can maintaine nothing. 1t is time to wipe away such
¢ an imputation of Barbarisme, especially since the consequence
¢ is so pregnant, that without this or the like, the state cannot
¢ subsist without some dangerous and imminent mutation. He
¢ is ouer blinde that doth not see, what an inundation of peo-
¢ ple doth ouerflow this little lland : Shall we vent this deluge,
¢ by indirect and vnchristian policies? shall we imitate the
¢ bloody and heathenish counsell of the Romanes, to leaue a
¢ Carthage standing, that may exhaust our people by forraine
¢ warre ? or shall we nourish domesticall faction, that as in the
¢ dayes of Pitellius and Pespasian, the sonne may imbrew his
¢ hands in the blood of the father ? Or shall we follow the
¢ barbarous foot steps of the state of China, to imprison our
¢ people in a little circle of the earth, and consume them by
¢ pestilence? Or shall we, like the beast of Babylon, denie to
¢ any sort the honourable estate of marriage, and allow abhom-
‘ inable stewes, that our people may not ouer increase in mul-
‘titude? Or shall we take an inhumane example from the
¢ Muscouite, in a time of famine to put tenne thousand of the
¢ poore under the yce, as the Mice and Rats of a state politique ?
¢ If all these be diabolicall and hellish proiects, what other
‘ means remaines to vs, but by settling so excellent a Plants-
* ¢ tion, to disimbarke some millions of people vpon a laud that
¢ floweth with all manner of plenty ?
¢ To wade a little further, who euer saluted the monu-
“ ments of antiquity, and doth not finde, that Carthage aspired
¢ to be Empresse of the world, by her opportunity of hauens
¢ and multitude of shipping? What hindereth the great Mahu-
¢ metane Prince, from seizing vpon al the territories of Europe,
¢ but onely the want of skilfull mariners ? What created the rich
¢ and free states of Holland, but their winged Nauy ? It was a
¢ fit embleme that painted death standing vpon the shoares of
¢ Fraunce, Germany and Spaine, and looking ouer into Eng-
‘land : intymating vnto vs, that so long as we are Lords of
¢ the narrow seas, death stands on the other shoares, and
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that he had salted the flesh in order to eatit. This story was
eagerly propagated to create disgust and borrour in the publick
mind, against an emigrating to a country, where the terrour of
famine could lead to the perpetration of such crimes. The
author is indignant at this absurd calumny, and after remark-
ing upon the contradictory accounts of those who had published
it, quotes Sir Thomas Gates’s relation of the affair, as an ample
refutation. It is as follows :

¢ There was one of the companie who mortally hated his
¢ wife, and therefore secretly killed her, then cut her in pieces
¢ and hid her in divers parts of his house: when the woman
¢ was missing, the man suspected, his house searched, and
¢ parts of her mangled body were discouered, to excuse him- -
¢ selfe he said that his wife died, that hee hid ber to satisfie his
¢ hunger, and that he fed daily vpon ber. Vpon this, his bouse
¢ was again searched, where they found a good quantitie of
‘ meale, oatemeale, beanes and pease. Hee thereupon was
¢ araigned, confessed the murder, and was burned for his bet-
¢ rible villany.” pp. 38, 39. ’

i

Babylon’s Fall in Maryland: A fair Warning to Lord
altemore. Or, a Relation of an Assault made by divers
Papists, and Popish Officers of the Lord Baltemore’s
against the Protestants in Maryland ; to whom God gave
a great Victory against a greater force of Souldiers and
armed Men, who came to destroy them. Published by
Leonard Strong, JAgent for the people of Providence in
Maryland. Pn'ntef Jor the Author, 1655.

A just and cleere Refutation of a false and scandalous
ﬁamphlet, Entituled, Babylons full in Maryland, &c. and,
A true Discovery of certaine sirange and inhumase pro-
ceedings of some ungratefull people in Maryland, towards
those who formerly preserved them in time of their greatest
distresse.  To which is added a Law in Maryland con-
cerning Religion, and a Declaration concerning the same.
By Joﬁn Langford Gentleman, Servant to the Balte-
more. Hee that is first in his owne cause seemeth just, but
his nesghbour commeth and searcheth him. Prov. 18. 17.
Whose hatred is covered by deceit, his wickednesse shall be
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The following extract is the conclusion of 'Mrs. Stone’s let-
ter to Lord Baltimore, speaking of the detention of ber brother
and others, who had gone to Arne Arundel, she says :—

¢ The occasion I conceive of their detainment tz:re is, be-
¢ cause they should not go home, to informe your Honour of the
¢ truth of the businesse before they make their owne tale in
¢ Eagland, which let them doe their worst, which I do not
¢ question but you will vindicate my Husbands honour which
¢ hath ventured Life and Estate to keep your due beere, which
¢ by force he hath lost. Aund they give out words, that they
¢ have won the Country by the sword, and by it tbeawill keep
¢ the same, let my Lord Protector send in what Writing be
¢ pleaseth. The Gunuoers mate of Hemans, since his comi
¢ down from Anne-Arundell to Patuxent, hath boasted that he
¢ ghot the first man that was shet of our Party. All this |
¢ write is very true, which I thought good to informe yoar Lord-
¢ ship, beeause they will not suffer my Husband for to write
¢ himselfe : 1 hope your Honour will be pleased for to looke
¢ upon my Sonne, and for to wish him for to be of good com-
¢ fort, and not for to take our afflictions to heart. And nothing
¢ else at present, I rest Your Honours most humble Servant,

Virlinda Stone.’
Post-script. '

* I bope your Honour will favour me so much, that if my
¢ Sonne wants twenty or thirty pounds you will Jet him have it,
¢ and it shall be payd your Honour againe.’

¢ Hemans the Master of the Golden Lion is a very Knave,
¢ and thet will be made plainly for to appear to your Lordship,
* for he hath abused my Husband most grossly.” pp.-21; 22.

When we find religious feuds so often occurring in the eatly
history of our country, how must we admire that wise and be-
neficent toleration, under which all the bad passions of sects
are harmless, and however diffeerent their tenets, are all
tected Ery the laws, and can only be distinguished for
virtues !

The history and present state of Firginia in four parts, I. The
Historzeqf the first settlement of Virginia and the,govem-
ment thererof to the present time. II. The natural pro-
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with Sir' Edmond Andros who succeeded, though he com-
plains of him, that he ¢ brought an innovation into their courts,
¢ which was a great hardship on the conntrz.’ This was his
making all the statutes of E‘:lgland ¢ to be the sole rule of his
¢ judgment.” Sir Edmond was followed by Colonel Nicholson,
who had been previously governour of Maryland, and who had
acquired his science in the art of governing during a long resi-
dence in Morocco. Something may be allowed for animosity
in a contemporary, but, the following among other anecdotes
shews what kind of man was entrusted with the powers of go-
verament. In answer to Mr. Fowler the King’s attorney, who
objected to one of his orders as being illegal, he, ¢in a fury
¢ took him by the collar, and swore, that he knew of no laws
¢ they had, and that his commands should be obeyed withowt
* hesstation or reserve.’ ¢On other occasions he has been
¢ heard to reply to those, who objected to him the illegality of
¢ his proceedings ; ¢ That they had no right at all to the liberty
¢ of English subjects, and that he would hqng up those who
¢ should presume to oppose him, with Magna Charta about
¢ their necks.’ In a quarrel with the government of the Col-
¢ lege, he vouchsafed to tell them, that they were dogs, and
¢ their wives were bitches: that he knew how to govern the
¢ Moors, and would beat them tnto better manners.’ 'T he author
accuses him of having told one of* the assemblies, ¢that he
¢ knew how to govern the country without assemblies, and if
¢ they should deny him any thing, after he had obtained a
¢ standing army, he would bring them to reason with halters
¢ about their necks.” The same notions though in different
language from people in later times, who had never even been
in Morocco, produced the 4th of July, 1776.

The first child born in the Colony, was on the 18th of Au-
gust, 1587. It was a girl whose father’s name was Dare,
rather an ominous one, she was christened Virginia after the
country.

The author relates the principal facts in the life of the
celebrated Pocahontas, whose story is the most interesting
episode in the history of Virginia. Her father, Powhatan,
and the Sachem who succeeded him, Oppechancano, held
the same rank in their contests with the Virginians, that the
famous sachem Philip did with the people of Massachusetts.
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These three distinguished chiefs appear to have had more pro-
found views, than any others in North-America; and to have
contended with the greatest skill and courage against numbers
and events by which they were confounded, and a destiny, that
it was probably impossible to have averted.

In a paragraph in the 2d part, when speaking of ecclesias-
tical affairs, after remarking that the Church of England was
established by law, he says,—¢ They have no more than five
¢ conventicles among them, namely, three small meetings of
Quakers, and two of Presbyterians. ’Tis observed, that those
counties where the Presbyterian meetings are, produce very
mean tobacco ; and for that reason cant get an orthodox minis-
to stay among them ; but, whenever they could, the people
went very orderly to church. As for the Quakers, ’tis observ-
ed that by letting them alone they decrease daily :—The main-
tenance of a minister was appointed by law to be 16000 pounds
of tobacco annually. The 1‘(:2 for a funeral sermon was 400
pounds of tobacco; for a marriage license 200, &c. &c.

His account of the natural productions of the country, does
not profess to be that of a naturalist, but is however that of an
accurate observer. He mentions different successful attempts
at making wine from the natural grapes of the country, which
were afterwards abandoned. His account of the Indians “is
fair and without exaggeration of their good and bad qualities.

. The volume has 14 plates descriptive of the dress and customs
of the Indians, which are very well executed.

TO THE EDITOR.

Sir,

TravELLING the last autumn in the District of Maine, I was
one day induced to stop, by seeing a large concourse of people
very busily engaged in digging, in a barren spot, in the town of
Dresden. With great difficulty [ learnt the object of pursuit.
One of the party had dreamed three nights successively, that
gold was concealed at this spot. As a large portion of every
community have ever believed this kind of evidence indubita~
ble, there was no difficulty experienced in forming a company,
to search for and share the hidden treasure. They had toiled
several days to no purpose, when one of the party proposed

Vol. I. No. 2. 21
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sending for a philosopher, who lived about fifty miles distant,
‘and who possessed a stone, in which he could see every thing
that existed, or was transacted in any part of the world. The
proposal was acceeded to, and a messenger was despatched to
the philosopher. Having examined his talisman, he at once
perceived the treasure, and accurately and minutely described
the spot where they were digging; which he declared he had
never before seen. He was entreated and consented to go,
and direct their labours in person. His presence gave anima-
tion and vigour to their exertions. No one doubted, as he
gronounced, that they were near the object of their pursuit ;—

ut alas! it constantly eluded their grasp. At length wom
with fatigue, they were obliged to abandon their golden dreams.
They kindly charged the devil with their disappointment, and
the philosopher returned with the satisfaction of knowing, that
the belief of the people in his supernatural powers could not be
shaken, even by their failure.

The digging for money is renewed at intervals in every part
of New-England. The magick hazle wand usually directs
the exertions of the labourer. The treasure is almost within
his grasp, when the devil unkindly snatches it from him, and
puts it in some new place of concealment. The philosopher
with his wonderful stone is an unusual character. There exists
however a number of them in the country. They are distin-
§uished at their birth by being born with a veil* over their

ace, and kind nature provides a talismanick stone for every
child thus born. 'To common eyes these differ not from other
pebbles, but to the gifted, they discover every thing at the spot
to which he directs his attention.

We have boasted in this country of being more enlightened,
than the nations of the old world ; and of being freed from the
bondage of superstition, to which they have been subject from
the remotest periods of antiquity. But laying aside the stories
of ghosts, which in the country still enchant the trembling au-
ditors, instances of imposture, though less impudent perhaps
than in Europe, are sufficiently common to attest the credulity
of the people. Two or three years since, a man in Vermont
undertook to cure almost all manner of diseases by prayer to

* This is an accident attending the birth of some children, very familiar
to surgeons and midwives, and which gives rise to this piece of superstition.
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heaven. It was only necessary to state the name and disease
of the sick person in a letter, the prophet prayed and gave an
immediate answer from heaven. Multitudes flocked to him
from all the New-England states ; and unopened letters are said
to have accumulated upon him by bushels, before he could get
time to read their contents. Many instances of a like kind
might be mentioned. There are various superstitions respect-
ing the weather. One man believes the twelve days succeed-
ing christmas, to regulate the twelve monthsin the year ; ano-
—ther supposes the weather of each month to be governed by
that of the last Friday of the preceding ; a third judges by the
moon ; a fourth by the stars. The prognosticks shall all be
different, but the event will confirm each more strongly in his
belief. Whether the horns of the moon are up or down, whe-
ther she is on the wane or increase, in what part of the body
the almanack places her, are all important particulars to the
farmer, regulating his sowing, his treatment of his domestick
animals, and many of his operations in husbandry. Credu-
lity seems to be a natural principle in the human mind. Rea-
son was given us to regulate it, but reason can only have its
full effect in those minds that are accustomed to trace effects
to their causes, and to perceive that God governs the world by
second causes operating by immutable laws. 4 G.

TO THE EDITOR.
Sir, .

A corLecTioN of Theories, from the most ancient times to
our own, classed under different heads, would be very amus-
ing, and perhaps not unprofitable. I have collected a few
items, and if the plan be agreeable, will furnish you with others
occasionally ; and if some of your readers would contribute
toward it, a concise account of any theories they may have
met with in the course of their reading, that are remarkable for
wildness and extravagance, it may serve to form an amusing
if not an instructive series. .

Herodotus accounts for the overflowing of the Nile, and the
Etesian winds, in the following manner :

¢ But as I have mentioned the preceding opinions only to
¢ censure and confute them, I may be expected perhaps to

.
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¢ give my own sentiments on this subject. It is my opinion
¢ that the Nile overflows in the summer season, because in the
¢ winter the sun driven by storms from his usual course, as-
¢ cends into the higher regions of the air above Labya. My
¢ reason may be explained without difficulty ; for it may be
¢ easily supposed, that to whatever region this power more
¢ nearly approaches, the rivers and streams of that country will
¢ be proportionably dried up and diminished.” :
: Beloe’s Her. Euterpe, s. 24.

The following theory of Sir John Dalrymple in his memoirs
of Great Biritain, has lately appeared in the newspapers. Itis
certainly a grand idea to suppose that we shall become a race
of pirates, because our territory is bounded by the Atlantick
and Pacifick oceans. The local position, as well as the gene-
ral history of the nations to which he alludes, and all the reasons
he brings forward in support of his reverie, do, it is true all act
directly against it, but this is not an uncommon case with
theorists. ’

¢ Stationed thus in the middle, and on the east and on the
¢ west sides of the world, the English Americans will form not
¢ only the most potent, but the most singular empire that has ever
¢ existed ; because it will consist, not in the dominion of a part
¢ of the land of the globe, butin a dominion of the whole ocean.

¢ To all nations their empire will be dreadful ;—because their
¢ ships will sail wherever billows roll or winds can waft them;
¢ and because their people, capable of subsistng either almost
¢ wholly on the produce of the waters by means of their fishe-
¢ ries, or on ‘the plunder and contributions of mankind, if they
¢ choose to do so, will require few of their numbers to be em-
¢ ployed in mianufactures or husbandry at howe ; and therefore,
¢ like the ancient Spartans, who defied all the power of Per-
¢ sia ; or the roving Normans, who pillaged the sea-coasts of
¢ Europe, from Jutland to Dalmatia, the occupations of every
¢ citizen will lie, not in the common employments of peace, but
¢ in the powers of offence and defence alone.

¢ Whether they way have arts and letters, will be a
¢ matter of chance. But if they shall be blest with arts
¢and letters, they will spread civilization over the uni-
¢ verse. If, on the other bhand, they shall not be blest with
¢ them, then they will once more plunge it into the same
¢ darkness, which nations have thrown upon each other,
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absent themselves from publick worship, unless necessarily pre-
vented, for the space of three months together, provided there
be any place of worship at which they can conscientiously and
conveniently attend. It is by the tenth section made the duty
of tythingmen to inquire into, and inform of all offences against
the act. 'They are authorized to enter any room of a tavern,

and, also, to examine all persons whom they shall have good

cause to suspect of unnecessarily travelling, and to demand of
such persons the cause thereof, together with their names and
places of abode. If the reason given is not satisfactory, they
shall enter a complaint against the person travelling before a
justice of the peace, in the county where the offence is com-
mitted, if such person lives in such county; otherwise they
shall give information to some grand juryman.

Such, Sir, are the principal regulatons ; and I know not how
any sober person can complain of the spirit of any of them.
If either be impolitick, it may be the sixth section, which i,
however, so agreeable to the habits of our people, that I have
never heard of the imposition of the fine since its enactment.

Your correspondent complains of some curious cases of op-
pression by tythingmen, wﬁom he honours with a very hard
name. But the mistake of officers in their duty is not an ob-
jection to a law ; and tythingmen are. liable to be punished for
oppression as well as sheriffs and constables. I fear that your
correspondent dislikes the law, and would represent the cases
of abuse as an argument for its repeal. If it is not attempted
to make the law stricter, I hope we may proceed as we have
done for so many years. :

Some instances of overzealous execution of this official duty
may have occurred ; and it is natural enough, as the cases of
necessity and charity, in which travelling on that day is permit-
ted, are so numerous, that some should be thought fictitious. As
the tythingman is not permitted to examine any but such as he
suspects of unnecessarily travelling, his discretion will generally
preserve him within legal bounds. He would be lLiable to an
action for false imprisonment, if he detained a person for any
other purpose than demanding his name, place of abode, an
cause of travelling. Of course the detention need not, without
folly in the traveller, last more than three or four minutes; an
any oppression is not to be expected to pass with impunity.
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believe there is a sufficient alacrity in our country to punish the
abuse of office. Perhaps the provision, that complaint shall not be
made to a justice, if the traveller live in a different county from
that in which the tythingman’s town lies, is a sufficient protec-
tion in most cases. The magistrate may be supposed to be
acquainted with people in his own county, but not those of
another. If complaint is made to a grand jury, their knowl-
edge of the character of the person accused would, in many
cases, prevent a prosecution. '

Whether any traveller on Sunday has the legal justification,
is mot to be ultimately judged of by the tythingman or the
neighbouring justice of the peace. In all cases a trial by jury
‘may be had on appeal. The exceptions in the statute for
cases of necessity and charity do not seem very difficult to be
settled, though perhaps greater latitude may be used in one
quarter of the country than another. Here the barber’s shop
is open on Sunday morning; in another town, it is closed.
‘Perhaps in each place the rule is correct. It would be a
grievance to deny a gentleman the right of employing the sanie
"hand to shave him on one day in the week that does it every
other. It would not, with my regard for the law, exercise the
same strictness’in manner in all places. To be impracticably
‘rigid, is the most effectual way of defeating any regulation.

obody will deny, that it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath

day.
%ut as to the propriety of the travelling, iu any given case,
“some diversity may exist in the judgment of the tythingman
and the passenger, and a serious controversy arise. - Perhaps
some mode might be devised to prevent all difficulty on this
score. By a statute in addition to the above cited, the owner
or driver of a hackney carriage belonging to Boston is required
‘to obtain a certificate of permission from some justice in that
_town, for himself and each passenger to be carried into, or
from, town on the Lord’s day. Though this restriction applies
to no other town, I have never heard it complained of, and in-
stances of forfeiture are very rare. Now, if similar certificates
were provided for persons travelling in other conveyances,
every man who feels the necessity or charity of his ]g'oumey
might be protected from the apprehension of injury. But, un-
_til such passes are exhibited, the officer must satisfy himself
with the passengers’s relation of the cause of his travelling ;

A
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and I cannot easily bring myself to believe, that the true rela-
tion will ever be disregarded.

Your correspondent inquires whether towns may act as they
choose- on this branch of police. I presume, there is no obli-
gation on towns to choose tythingmen, where they are not
needed for the enrofcement of law, more than there is for
cullers of fish, in places where such officers would have no
employment. Perﬁaps a majority of the towns in this com-
monwealth do not suffer from travelling through their roads on
Sunday ; but many are so situated that their publick worship
may be greatly interrupted unless the law is en?orced. Nor is
this the only proper case, in which the officers should act.

As much is entrusted to the discretion of "tythingmen, they
ought to have enlarged views of the duties of chanty, and the
obligations which are necessarily imposed on the different situa-
tions of society. It is well known, for instance, that the Judges
of our Supreme Court are obliged to travel two or three Sun-
days in every year, in passing to places of the next session of
the Court, when far distant from those where they were last
holden. A similar necessity, perhaps of inferior degree, may
apply to many other passengers. On our sea board, two or
three hundred vessels arrive every Saturday or Sunday ; and
a thousand ealls of charity will require indulgence from officers
or security by law, in permitting passengers to return to their
friends from whom they may have been long separated, even
on Sunday. To prevent imnposition, the certificates would be
sufficient ; but perhaps the remedy would be in many cases
overlnoked. ’

1 have written much more than I designed on this subject;
but hope it may have a tendency to quiet your correspondent’s
fears of tyranny. The proverbial wisdom from the Italian,
with which he concludes, is-worthy of consideration ; but there
is no fear of the enactinent of new laws on this subject, when
the old ones are amply sufficient. Wishing that the statute ma
be enforced, whenever it is necessary, and that your miscel
lany may be occupied with more interesting subjects, 1 confess
that nobody would be more pleased to see ¢ oppression’ pun-
ished, than,

Sir, yours,
J. Ctus.
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TO THE EDITOR.

Sir, .

-IN answer to the inquiry in your last, number respecting
Sheep, it appears by the official returns made in 1810, that
there were 431 full blooded Merino, 6,133 mixed blood, 759
broad tailed, and 726,330 common sheep, in all 1,584,652.
But these returns are only from six states, and very imperfect
even from those ; as for instance, there was no return from
Connecticut of any Merino sheep, although from the flock of
general Humphrey’s alone, many thousands had been derived.
Mr: Coxe estimates the quantity of wool sheared in the United
States in 1812, to have been 20 or 22,000,000 of pounds.

GREVILLE’S MAXIMS.

Tre following extracts are from a book entitled ¢ Maxims,
* Characters and Reflections, critical, satirical and moral,’ the
first edition published about the year 1756. Though a mod-
ern work and possessed of very considerable merit, it is not
often to be met with. It was written by Mr. Greville, a man
of rank, fortune and fashion. It is interesting as it gives a pic-
ture of the upper classes of society in England, at that period,
their dress, manners, and opinions, all of which are now very
different. 'The copy, from which these extracts are taken, was
parchased at the sale of a large library belonging to a clergy-
man, and contains some manuscript notes, and the names of
some of the characters described by the author.

¢ True delicacy, as true generosity, is more wounded by an
‘offence from itself, if I may be allowed the expression, than
‘to itself.’ i

¢ The art of making yourself considerable in the great and -
‘ gay world, is neither to be defined, nor learnt.’

¢ The great fault of the human understanding, is not the not
‘ going well, but the not stopping well.”

~ ¢ Meron® is a man of quality, and though young, has a con--

‘ siderable office in the government : he is a member of parlia-
‘ ment, and has often distinguished himself in it. He has

* Charles Townsend. N
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¢ about three quarters of a good understanding, and—about
¢ three quarters of an amiable disposition. He is noble and
¢ generous, but he is not free from pride and ostentation : he is
¢ determined in his party, and resolute in his purpose ; but then
¢ he is obstinate and overbearing : as a companion he is frank
¢ and agreeable, but he is supercilious and contemptuous to his
¢ inferiors ; nay, as he is not very exact, he sometimes mistakes
¢ those inferiors. He has certainly what may pass for elo-
¢ quence, a fine choice of words, and an agreeable flow, but
¢ then he wants taste : his subjects are sometimes ill-chosen,
¢ and his eloquence il-tim’d. Meron has been known to in-
¢ dulge this flow of elocution at social entertainments, which,
¢ though it may possibly come within the circle of taste and
¢ propriety in ~gmain, would certainly be thought every where
¢ else extreamly absurd. The habit of political business, and
¢ political speaking, has encouraged him to speech it at dinners,
¢ at suppers—nay, where there were women as well as men.
¢ Then he will sometimes tell you one thing is premature, ano-
¢ ther is what he won’t opinsatre, a third is something to which
¢ the parties will not accede. Then he is too apt—and that
¢ indeed is hardly consistent with the rest of his character, o
¢ within the circle of Britannic taste—he is too apt to be pro-
¢ lix on a trivial uninteresting subject. He is circumstantial—
¢ I bad almost said pathetic—about the regulation of the last
¢ year’s opera, or the less interesting concerns of a common
¢ acquaintance. Meron has these excellencies, but he has also
¢ these imperfections : he seems to have made a discovery—I
¢ know not whether you will subscribe to it—but he seems to have
¢ found out, that the common opinion which places the beauty
¢ of conversation in compressing our thoughts, is a vulgar error;
¢ and ,that, on the contrary, they should be dilated and spun
¢ oul.

¢ Penetration seems a kind of inspiration ;—it gives me an
¢ idea of prophecy.*

¢ Praxitelest is one of those rare geniuses, which, like some
¢ plants, rise, bloom, and arrive at perfection almost at once,
¢ though they are of the first class. He had scarce entered

* ¢ By penetration is meant a natural instinctive sagacity, independent of
all that can he acquired by study and experience : it is a gift of foreseeing,
in some instances, what shall be ; and, therefore, in its nature, as well as 0
1ts operations, has sowe remote resemblance to inspiration and prophecy.’

t Mr. Pitt.
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¢ There is a certain author* who produces perpetual para-
¢ doxes in my mind; I am.at a loss to decide whether he
¢ charms or offends me most, whether to call him the first of
¢ writers or the last: and this one would think a difficulty like-
¢ wise with other people; for he has written what has had merit
¢ enough to get into all bands, and defect enough to be flung
‘outof all. It is his great praise, his honour, that he is con-
¢ demned by sensible men, and applauded by weak women,
¢ for the first are often as ignorant of the powers of the heart,
¢ as the last are of those of the understanding. He is ir many par-
¢ ticulars the most minute, fine, delicate observer of human nature
¢ 1 ever met with, the most refined and just in his sentiments;
¢ but he often carries that refinement into puerility, and that
* justness into tastelessness: he not only enters upon those
¢ beautiful and touching distinctions which the gross conce
¢ tions of most men are incapable of discerning, but he falls .
¢ also upon all the trivial silly circumstances of society, which
¢ can have attractions only for a nursery. This writer possesses
¢ infinite powers both of delicacy and reason, but he possesses
¢ not the judicious faculty of directing those powers ; he is defi-
¢ cient in TASTE ; hence he is irregular and false in his notions
¢ of the manners he treats of ; he plainly shews ,that he has
¢ neither from nature nor education the kind of intelligence,
¢ which should guide him in the pursuit he attempts : his un-
¢ derstanding seems to be hampered and confined ; it wants
¢ enlargement, freedom, or, to say all in one word, TasTE : his
‘men of the world are strange debauchees ; his women ridi-
¢ culously outrees, both in good and bad qualities : parts there
¢ are, not only of the most refined, the most elevated, I bhad
¢ almost said the most celestial delicacy, but evcn of gaiety,
¢ ease, and agreeableness ; but you see plainly that the writer
¢ is not A MASTER : deficiencies, stiffess, improprieties, break
¢ in upon you at times, and shock you ; and you grieve that he
¢ does not please you more—or less.’

¢ Possession without right, is, in most cases of property, a
“ much surer title than right without possession : is it not so
¢ also in most cases of consideration, respect, and admiration
¢ of the world »

¢ If you meet young Torismondt at the opera, and ask him
“how he does; he will answer you, “his dam was got by

* Richardson. t The author
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¢ does not rather think of being a politician, and making a figure
¢ in public life—indeed I do not know : whether it be that he
¢ has any party prejudices, or what it is indeed I do not know,
¢ but he does not think of it. Well then, say you, s he is
¢ young, some gallantries with the fine ladies might be a
¢ employment—Bless me, but suppose he has no taste for any
¢ of these things! I tell you, Torismond is a jockey, a very
¢ jockey : and every time he wakes out of his sleep, he says—
¢ Give me another horse.”’

¢ Adrastus® is neither a polished man of the world, nor a
¢ scholar ; nay, he has not the smallest pretensions to the char-
¢ acter of either, and yet he is often acceptable to both : he is
¢ not the least acquainted with books, not even those in his own
¢ language, and he is equally ignorant of the elegancies of life :
¢ his breeding does not extend an inch farther than civility ; his
¢ tress is always after his own fashion, nor is he less singular in
¢ his pleasures and tastes; and yet there are twenty little things
¢ that Adrastus understands better than any man, and nét one
¢ but he will take pleasure in doing for you: do you want to
¢ have a carriage made, a landau, or a post-chaise, he will or-
¢ der it for you, and it will be made just as you wish it ; its fort
¢ shall be either convenience or jemminess, or a proper mix-
¢ ture of both, just as your character requires it. will him-
¢ self see the stuff it is made of, and above all he will take care
¢ you shall not be cheated ; he knows every particular of every
‘one of the various trades the whole must pass through.
* Would you buy two or three horses for this post-chaise ! he
¢ will even do that for you ; and not a splint or a spavin, or
¢ bad eye, or old broken knee, or pinch’t foot, or low heel,
¢ escapes him. He will choose any sort of horse equally
¢ well, from the thorough English black up to the best bred
¢ bay. Adrastus is the best humour’d fellow in the world, and
¢ however distant from every thing that is French, is always
¢ acceptable to the most fashionable people, unless they are
¢ very much pinched and precise indeed ; nay, he likes the
¢ company of ladies that are good-humoured and free, and
¢ will readily make one with them at a Vaux-hall party, and
¢ when there, will not fail to get them the best box ; and the
* best things of all sorts; he has but to give Mr. Tyers 3

* John Wilkes.
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He may further allege in excuse, that the Aints, above re-
ferred to, are not over civil. 1’0 be sure, it sounds rather odd,
to insinuate, that a soi-disant champion of orthodoxy may re-
ally coutribute to propagate the principles of Voltawe! But
old men will have their way ; and he who has survived the
tremendous castigation of the Boston Rebel, need not fear these
little scratches. He may justly apply to himsel{ what Cowley
says of the Plhilistine giant :

Brass was his helmet, his boots Brass, and o’er
His breast a breastplate of strong Brass he wore.

Having thus obviated the most prominent excuses, which
his retiring disposition may induce him to allege, I hope he
will comply with my request.

I conclude, Mr. Editor, with a reflection. Under what infi-
nite obligations are we to one, who comes all the way from
Connecticut to reform the ¢ heathen and Indians’ of our unbap-

y Massachusetts—who inform us how much more our fathers
Kelieved than we do, and how much less we believe thaa we
ought to do—who kindly undertakes to regulate our elections
and our psalm books, to promote union in our families, to purify
our churches, and to cleanse that Augean stable, qur University! !

Yours, Mr. Editor,
INsaTiaBiLIS.

FOR THE NORTH-AMERICAN JOURNAL.

Part of the Journal of the celebrated Elizabeth Woodville, previous to her’
marriage with Lord Grey. She was afterwards Queen te Edward IV.
and died in confinement at Southwark, under Henry VII. 1486. The
following was extracted from an ancient manuscript preserved in Drum-
mond Castle ; the copyist s modernized the original erthography ~—

Monday morning.—Rose at four o’clock, and helped Ca-
tharine to milk the cows, Rachael the other dairy maid having
scalded her hand in so bad a manner the night before. -Made
a poultice for Richard, ard gave Robin a penny to get some-
thing from the apothecary.

6 o’clock.—The buttock of beef too much boiled, and beer
a little of the stalest. Mem : to talk to the cook about the first

fault, and to mend the second myself by tapping a fresh barrel
directly.
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FOR THE NORTH-AMERICAN JOURNAL.

Original letter of Olivér Cromwell, never before published, lately found in
an old Mansion-house, in the county of Hants.
Sr >

I thought I should have seen you befare your Going Down,
but Missing of that I thought fitt to send this Short Epistle to
you. I understand Coll Goffe will be att Winchester to Mor-
row. I hope you will assist him with your Countenance, he is
honest and so 1s his business whoever shall say to the Contrary,
and if Securyty be judg’d Necessary to be provided for against
Maligts. and Papists, and reformation of wickedness be a part
of the Return we owe to God, then my assertion is true, the
person imploy'd is a Gracious Man if I know one and deserves
your re:pect all that I have to say is to'tell you that I love you.

’ rest
. Whitehall,

19 Novr. 16556 . ' Your Loveing Friend

my Service to my Ld Say OLIVER P.
- if he be with you & to my Lady .

o

Coll Richard Norton

These

Oliver Cromwell P.
[London paper.]

FOR THE NORTH-AMERICAN JOURNAL.
AN UGLY WIFE OR A GIBBET.

Tue following amusing anecdote is extracted from a MS.
sheet of the Border Antiquities of England and Scotland, which
is now in progress of publication, and to which Mr. Walter
Scott is a contributor :—

“In the 17th century, the greater part of the property lying
upon the river Ettricke, belonged to Scott of Harden, who
made his principal residence at Oakwood Tower, a border-
house of strength still remaining upon that river. William
Scott, (afterwards Sir William) son of the head of this family,
undertook an expedition agamst the Murrays, of Elibank,
whose property lay at a few miles distant. He found his enemy
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and sympathy. Let us look at those countless races of peo-
ple, that we jumble together under the name of the “ nations of
the East.” From the earliest records they have permitted
harems, concubinage, and other customs, by which women were
deprived of their just dignity and consideration in society. Ma-
homet, who seems to have had seme very good notions about
life, treats women in the same rude and ungallant maoner, and
of the very few that he does admit to the green fields of Para-
dise—their duty there is not very celestial. Mahomet was a
good statesman in prohibiting his followers from drinking in-
toxicating liquors in such a warm climate, but he has left one
of the most brutalizing and pernicious motives- as the reward of
virtue. 'These nations had none of that refinement of society
of which we are now speaking. :

As to the Greeks and Romans, there appear to be no
traces of it either among them. What if we read of philo-
sophick retreats and conversations : what if they were wise, great
and learned : if their virtues were sometimes so rigid as to
cease to be amiable : if they devoted their sons to death, or
murdered their ¢ benefactors” for the sake of the repub-
lick. What if their writings, paintings, statues, and publick
buildings proclaim a taste and elegance, belonging apparently
to the most advanced state of civilization. We can only say,
that this proves no refinement of manners; and that intellectual
refinement, that s, genius or excellence in any one of these
arts, usually seems to precede the age of refinement of manners,
to which, one would think, it ought to belong. It may be a
partial explanation of this phenomenon, that genius is the gift of
nature and refinement, the reward of long experience in socie-
ty. To satisfy ourselves how little superiour taste, necessarily
implies great civilization, we need only see those beautiful
and sublime gothick buildings, scattered over Europe, but prin-
cipally to be Found in this country ; raised during a period when
nothing could be more absurd and unintelligible than to talk
either of refinement of mind or manners. The Cathedral of
York, so much spoken of for its symmetry, as well as the
beauty and costliness of the materials, is also remarkable for
the ingenuity of the workmanship. Sir Christopher Wren said
of the stone roof, which is one of the most curious specimens
of architecture in Europe, that if the artist would do him the
favour to tell him how he put in the centre stone, he could
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pame, which has served to denote in all succeeding times the
purest degree of knightly virtue.—

—1 swear to thee, my friend, by the beards of the seven
sages, when 1 began this letter, 1 did not intend to lead thee
through so many perils by sea and land. But, alas! I amia
the land of prosing. Honest James Melville, tells us that
¢ Maister John Knox, that maist notable propbet and apostle of
our nation,” was half an hour in the ¢ opening up of his text,’
and an ‘an hour and better’ in the application. Maister Joba
probably ¢opened up’ his discourses much better than I have
done mine; but if his hearers were willing to forgive bim an
¢ hour and better’ in the ¢ application, it bebooveth me to take
courage.—There is every circumstance to make the society in
Edinburgh interesting. It is not so splendid and so scry,
lously free from occasional affectations, as that of the hi E:
classes in London. There is notin Edinburgh that assem
of ancient and apulent families, which we find in the west end of
London, to give a sort of solid, rich and permanent digpity to soci-
ety, and to put down its little eccentricities and absurdities, - Bot
the New Town, which contains about 30,000 people, is the
winter residence of a greater part of the rich families in
The seat of a University, to which 1800 or 2000 students an- -
nually resort, many of them young noblemen and men of for- .
tune, who add something to the gaiety, and little to the i
of the place. This is also the portico, in which several of the
most distinguished literary men in Great Britain assemble their
disciples. There is moreover annually produced here, several
bulky poems, besides numerous small effusions, various histo-
ries, learned treatises, lots of books of travels, scores of new
plays, abundance of journals, reviews, a few novels, editions of
black letter and encyclopedias, besides registers, almanacks,
catechisms, &c. &c.

The society is then reckoned very literary—it is no pe-
dantry to talk about books—Lord Byron’s monthly muse makes
conversation for the next month’s routes—the young men walk
up and down the street with an elegant book under their wm
instead of a small stick—the character of the place betrays it-
self in various other symptoms ; and while the fashion of some
towns is the most approved arrangement of a dinner party ora
drawing room, the prevailing fashion of Edinburgh is for liters-
ture. Not that this makes them ceremonious, or takes away e
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nuie, tu t’ ennuies, il s’ennuie, nous nous ennuyons, vous vous
ennuyez, ils s’ennuient,’ &c. They have apparently no other
duty in this sublunary world, than accomplishing their mind and
person—passing a few weeks.of the winter in dissipation—the
summer in travelling, or at their beautiful castles, and country
houses—making a speech in Parliament—buying pictures, and
race horses. 1 know not how many dull volumes of sighs, la-
mentations, maxims and moral rel{ections have been thrown
away upon the uselessness, vanity and misery of this kind of
life. But the worthy victims themselves probably need little
of our consolation or compassion, and our sagacious remarks
respecting them occasion perhaps about as much gaping and
ennui in the world, as they are haunted with themselves. 1
conceive that we have little to do with the blue or black devils,
that may harass the morning meditations of these illustrious
personages, and we ought to be contented with seeing them in
company animated, elegant, making no bustle, simple, plain,
intelligent, well-informed, and without ceremony or n&cﬂ-
tion. The universal party here is the ¢ route.” The house
is opened about nine in the evening—people begin to go be-
tween ten and eleven, and stay half an hour or an hour; no
one sits down, neither are there any of the huge ponderous
¢ waiters,’ which it will take fifteen men in some degenerate
day toraise. The ice creams, &ec. are put into a separate
room, where there are servants to help, &c. One does not so
much notice in these parties the brilliancy of dresses—splen-
dour of furniture, as the total absence of all ceremony. An
unhappy trembling youth is not thrust into the middle of a room,
encompassed about with rows of stately frowning matrons, and
compelled upon pain of excommunication, from the court of
the graces and the next party, to make a solemn prostration to
each and all. Even the faithful, who enter the temple of the
far feared Pyan-vuyen-huyen at Aurungabad, are obliged to
make only 333 genefluxions, as they pass the threshold. We
should be very culpable if we allowed those unhappy heathens
to surpass us in thé ‘ceremony of the law.’” They go to two
or three such parties in an evening, and thus contrive to get
considerable spirit and animation from the hurry and change of
the scene. ’

But those, to whom the brilliant bagatelle of mere fashiona-
ble life is insipid and wearisome, have still a delightful resource
in the eminent literary men, that we meet scattered about
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in all these crowded routs. It is an idea truly worthy a Ger-
man annotator of the ¢ancient 1égime,’ that literature and sci-
ence inhabit only convents and. colleges, and learned men for
“ever ¢ steeping in port and prejudice,’ or dozing and moulder-
ing between Greek particles and Hebrew points, must never
wander forth from their cells to catch a little of the prosperity,
gaiety and smile of life, and what is more important, to enlighten
and enliven their fellow pilgrims. But it is not only in the
cloisters of Cambridge and Oxford that we now meet the learn-
ed, and it is no doubt very true that some of the best bred men,
and most elegant gentlemen, are among ‘the men of letters.’
The frequent presence of literary men in society, has had a
considerable share in the meritorious undertaking of banish-
ing political discussions. To be sure, the rieher classes have
few and very few motives for such conversation. They are
truly independent in politicks. The infrequency of elections—
the almost boundless influence of wealth—and the fixed and
unchangeable condition of their own fortunes, of necessity
create a comfortable and by no means culpable indifference to
the concerns of government, provided nevertheless that the
interest of stocks, and rents of land, are regularly paid.

. Mr. Playfair, who, I suppose, goes into as many parties as
any fashionable young man in the town, is often in the corners
of these great crowded rooms. He is now about sixty years
old, without any uncommon appearance, except a pair of very
intelligent grey eyes, which give his face an expression some-
what like that of our celebrated artist, Stewart. He was origi-
nally a clergyman, but from some cause or other he left his
parish, and was made a professor in the University here. Mr.
Playfair is distinguished for the soundness and accuracy of his
knowledge ; and besides his writings in the Edinburgh Review,
which are principally reviews of mathematical works and books
of voyages, he published several years since a well known ex-
position of Dr. Hutton’s system of geology, of which school he
is considered the head in Edinburgh. He is called the d’Alem-
bert of Edinburgh, and with considerable truth, though proba-
bly it is as great a compliment to Mr. Playfair,as to d’Alem-
bert. But after all, the principal charm of Mr. P. is the
affectionate simplicity and plainness of his manners, and it is
really delightful to see with what an insinuating mildness and
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modesty, this digni learned and amisble philosopher con-
ducts himsel{. Mr. Playfair has never been married, and now
lives with ap unmarried sister. .

In another corner, which to be sure must be the ¢ poet’s cor-
per,’ we may sometimes find Walter Scott, though he dees not
much frequent these places. 1 should think there was no man
in this profane world, so often asked after as Walter Scot, and
no traveller ever lands in sweet Edinburgh witbout inquiring
where can he be seen? In a small, dark room, where one of
the Courts of Sessions is held, there is to be seea every mor-
ing in term time, sitting 4t a little table and keeping the records
gnﬁhe Court, a stout, broad shouldered, brawny and somewhst

eshy man,—with light bair, light complexion, eyes between a
blue and a grey, tllllslgk nose, round fat face, rather sleepy ex-
pression, covered with a ragged black gown, his lamie leg stuck
under the table, the other sprawling out in such a manoer as »o
leg, lame or not lame, ever ought to be. Such a man, for-
sooth ! as one might swear, heaven had marked out,—as an
honest good natured soul, though rather stupid’ withal,—a most
loyal subject, fit to guszle port and porter, pay taxes, and drink
¢ God save the King.’ Not one poetick line or ray of geuiss
in his face, except a very slight kindling of the eye, to redeem
the immortal bust of the author of the of the last Minstrel,
from the staring, thoughtless, besotted multitude. Mr. Scott i
now abowt forty-five years old, descended from rather an ob-
scure family in Lothian, and when young, he says, that the old
men used to take him up on their knees, call him little Watty,
and tell him border stories and legendary tales, while his bro-
thers were gone to work ; a privilege, which his lameness gave
him. Some of those philosophers, who are in the habit of mak-
ing a ‘ moral’ to all their fables, may very possibly find out, that
the world has gained another great poet, because Walter Scott
was born with one leg shorter than the other. It may be so.—
Walter Scott was married some time since to a Guernsey lady,
an illegitimate daughter of the late duke of Devonshire, with
whom he was said to have received 10,000/. The lady wass
born in Guernsey, and speaks villanous broken English.
Among her virtues is that of unsparing fury against all unfortr-
nate wretches, who criticise her husband’s works; and it is
said, that when the review of Marmion was published in the
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to establish herself in Edinburgh, where she opened her flat,*
invited every body to come and see her, and to write
more books. She was caressed by the first people in London
—-litem?' ladies opened a correspondence with her, and hun-
dreds of Eaglish came galloping down to Scotland with thei
silly heads full of the most romantick notions about the Hi
lands and Mrs. Grant. They expected a beautiful, bloommg
lass of eighteen, just fresh and simple from the side of the
mountains, bounding with life, enthusiasm, hope, mmd
nature. But alas! the pleasures of imagination! The honest
souls did ot recollect how long since Aunt Schuyler flourished
at Albany, and that the amiable lady herself-hu{ indulged the
publick with American recollections as far back as the year
17—. Mrs. Grant began these recollections when she was
only —— old ; we marvellously fear, that there are few y
ladies in our ‘degenerate’ day, who have such precious
judgments and memories.

Mrs. Grant’s strong hold is conversation ; she certainly talks
with uncommon vivacity, and has that rare faculty of i
forth from a dangerous height, and when most others would
sink, she soars on triumphantly to the end of the sentence. But
then she has only three subjects, the life and adventures of
Mrs. Anne Grang of Laggan, the beautiful lochs, vales, &ec. of
the Highlands, and the greatness of the Beritish nation. These
dishes, the way she serves them up, are very charming the first
four or five weeks. But you know, that the emperour Domi-
tian said, that one could not eat larks’ tongues for ever. Mrs.
Grant by no means visits the first society in Edinburgh, and,.
bowever unwilling one may be to confess it, her literary repu-
tation in particular is not brilliant, and hardly corresponds with
the estimation in which she is held in some parts of ew-Eﬁ-
land. But here again her good fortune has procured her zeal-
aus and enlightened friends, and jt may be my bad fortune, to
excite a slight murmur among them by the less than common
rapture with which I have mentioned Mrs. Grant. She ap-
pears, however, to be aware of the patronage she bas received,
and her attentions to all Americans, who were made known to

her, are very constant and of the kindest description.

* Flat is one story. Many of the houses in Edinburgh are built with
8 publick entry like a barrack, and different families live on the different
stories.
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FOR THE NORTH-AMERICAN JOURNAL.
Anecdote of Voltaire.

1770. The French theatre has just lost an actor, named
Paulin, who had been on the stage since the year 1742. In
tragedy he played tyrants, and peasants in comedy. These
two parts were joined at the theatre, which was uniting the two
extremes, the oppressor and the oppressed. He made a pes-
sable peasant, but a bad tyrant: his playing was heavy and
. without intelligence : his voice was strong, and it was thss cir- .
cumstance that deceived Voltaire, who hoped to make some-
thing of him, and who said, “ Let me alone, I am bringing «p
a tyrant by hand, with whom you wnll be satisfied.” Yet the
tyrant did not answer his expectation, and Paulin remained
. inferiour. The partin which he bo})ed he would succeed, was

that of Polifonte, in the tragedy of Mérope. While this tra-
gedy was in rehearsal, Voltaire overloaded the actors with cor-
rections, as was his ice : havin a. certain night in
revising his play, hemebis servfmp:ﬁ:ree o’clocknfthe
moming, and gave him a correction to carry to Paulin. The
servant represented to him, that at that unusual hour M. Paulin
was asleep, and that he should not be able to get into the house.
Go, answered Voltaire gravely, run, tyrants never sleep.

Account of the Abbe Trublet.

The Abbé Trublet, canon and archdeacon of St. Malo, one
of the forty of the French Academy, died at St. Malo, his birth
place, the 14th of December. His death makes a vacancy at
the Academy, which, without doubt, will be filled by M. de
St. Lambert. The Abbé Trublet was not young. He was a
sworn weigher of fly’s eggs in scales of spider’s webs, to bor-
row an expression of M. de Voltaire. l-fis retension was to
extreme subtlety, his little style was as full of art, as the dress
of a coquette ; but his pencil was not bold, and his diminutive
manner always excited an idea of meanness and baseness. An
acquaintance with his person might however influence the opin-
ion produced by his works. l-%is face was ignoble and dis-
pleasing, his air poor and dirty : he wasa low flatterer in his man-
ners, so that his person was even more despised than his works.
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read them. In one of the volumes of his Essays, the Abbé
Trublet composed a dissertation to discover the reasons of the
ennui that was caused by the perusal of the Henriad-: this disser-
tation was the true source of the immortality of the Abbé Trublet.
The author of the Henriad would not be deficient in gratitude
towards the laborious essayist, and thrust him from that mo-
ment into all his lesser compositions : the portrait of the Abbé
Trublet in the Pauvre Diable, is a master-piece that will last
as long as French literature. The Abbé Trublet had no other
complaint against the verses of M. de Voltaire, than that he had
treated him as a deacon when he was an archdeacon ; end the
patriarch answered to that ; I ask kis pardon, I am o I
thought him one of the lesser. The Abbé Trublet sued for
twenty years to become orie of the French Academy, and this
perseverance contributed much to render him ridiculous. At
each vacancy he came to Paris in all diligence, by the St.
Malo stage, made his visits, did not obtain the place, and re-
turned after the election.* One day Piron, who lived near
Fontenelle, put his head out of the window, and saw a funeral
. going out of Fontenelle’s; he immediately shut the window,
and wrote officially to the Abbé Trublet to come and solicit
the vacant place. Trublet arrived with the stage, and found
Fontenelle in good health, and no vacant place : it was M.
Daube, the nephew of Fontenelle, that was buried. Piron
had imagined that the uncle, at the age of a hundred, must die
before the nephew who was only fifty, and his client Trublet
had to pay the coach fare for nothing. He came ino the Aca-
demy at last without any warning, and when no one expected
it. The Abbé Trublet, after having obtained the object of all
his wishes, experienced, what is the most fatal to man, the
being without any thing to desire, and he fell into a state of in-
difference and languor. For upwards of five years, he had
totally abandoned the theatre of his trials and his triumph, and

* Accounts of the election of members into the French Academy abound
in these memoirs. It was oue of the subjects that most interested society
in Paris before the revolution. A thousand intrigues were made use of for
or against the candidates, sometimes rank, sometimestalent, sometimes both,
and sometimes neither were the successful candidates. The person who
wished to obtain a seat, made a formal visit to each of the members to solicit
his vote. On his reception he delivered a discourse in which he eulogized the
deceased member whose place he had taken, Louis XIV. and the Cardinal
Richelieu who founded the Academy, and many others. The secretary de-
livered an answer.
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his carriage as he pleased, that he should not want till the even-
ing to take him home. These words were a thunderbolt to
Madame Geoffrin, who could not get rid of our Scotchman,
whatever change happened in her apartment, by the arrival and
departure of visiters. At this moment she cannot think with
calmoess of that day ; and she did not go to bed without tak-
ing precautions aganst the danger of a second visit. I hever
could persuade her that General Clerk was a man accustomed
to good society. In fact the only thing I knew a&nst him,
was that he made his horses remain from half past four, at the
house where he dined, champing their bits till midnight, in the
midst of winter, without ever moving from the place. But
bere we are, as far from our Portuguese story, as the for-
tunate sepulchres of Moukden. Since it is so, it will do no
harm to relate an anecdote of the celebrated David Garrick.
General Clerk held a long discourse one day at table, in pre-
sence of that illustrious actor, to prove that the enthusiasm of
the English for Sh re was only a matter of fashion ;
that in reality nobody either admired or understood that author ;
but, that Mr. Garrick, by his acting, which was so full of ge:
nius, had found the secret to make him the idol of the nation:
Garrick, a great admirer of Shakspesre, and naturally full of
vivacity and petulence, contained himself for a long time: at
length he rose from table, took the hand of General Clerk and
said to him, I promise you, General, that through my wholé
Uife I will never venture to speak on the subject of war. Baut
it is time to hear the report of the aid de camp who was left
in Portugal.

Letter from Lieut. Col. Shaw Groset to General Clerk,

Elvas, 5 December, 1769. °

A very singular event, Sir, has hapvned in the vicinity. The
king, as you know, was residing at Villa Viciosa, one of his
hunting seats four leagues from here. Last Sunday, in going .
out to ride according to custom, a man in a peasant’s dress,
with a stick in his band, waited for him at the gate of the park,
and when a part of the court had passed, he had the incon-
ceivable audacity to raise his arm against the prince. The
king turned his horse upon him and exclaimed, Are you
mad ? At this moment some of the court came to the assistance
of the king ; but the fellow would not suffer himself to be easily
disarmed. The Count de Prado among others, received three
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o four severe blows over the head : The whole retinue being
now assembled, the man would have bebn cut to pieces, if the
king had not cried out, Do not kill him, but let him be taken to
Doa Louis Acunha, one of the secretaries of state.. When the
min was examined, to know who he was and how he could
commit such a rash action ? He answered, that he was a vete-
ru, disbanded soldier, that the king owed him eight years ar-
rears of -pay, several uniforms, and a little mule, that had been
tken from him by force; that he had presented a petition to
the ministry, and another to his majesty without any answer.
This action will be as inconceivable to you, Sir, as it is to me.
The man served formerly in a regiment of artillery that was
wder your orders, and has always been considered very reso-
ke. He says he knows very well that he shall be put to

Anecdotes of Rousseau.

Jean Jaques Rousseau has been for some time at Lyons.
He bas quitted his asylum in Dauphiny, the chateau of Bour-
deille, if I do not mistake. The cause is said to have been a
qarrel that happened between him and the lady of the cha-
tau; but I believe nothing positive is known about it. Itis
bowever more certain, that he has composed a comick opera
& one act on the subject of Pygmalion, half sung, half spoken,
weording to the barbarous custom of the modern French opera.
There is, it is said, only one actor in this play, and that is Pyg-
malion. The part of the statue is very short, it only speaks
three times. When it perceives itself to be animated, it touch-
esits heart, and says: J¢t 1 me. It then approaches a neigh-
bouring statue, and feeling it inanimate, says, It is not me.
Placing its hand afterwards on the heart of Pygmalion, and
finding that it palpitates, it exclaims, It is another me. This is
perbaps a little confused, a little metaphysical ; me is a very
tbstract term for a first thought, or rather a first sentiment.
Whatever exists, refers every thing to its existence, by an im-
mutable and necessary law, without knowing it. To discover
this now common truth, a long course of observation, and a
long exercise of our intellectual faculties, was necessary. How
could a metamorphosed statue find, in the first instant, so com-
plicated a result, and which supposes so many combinations,
and understood relations ? The first words of a being suddenly
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animated would doubtless be some passionate, impetuous,
mournful expression : the aspect of the universe would agitate
it; it wonld think that it was menaced, its own energy would
excite fear. This is the route to discover what would be the
first words of a statue ; yet however true these observations
may be, I am convinced that the three speeches of M. Rous-
seau’s statue, will make its fortune with the publick, which is in
the habit of applauding things infinitely more false. What
seems'to me a defect in the plan, is treating it in the ambiguous
form of our modern operas, where the words are sung and spo-
ken alternately. A piece in which a miracle is operated, should
be the most distant imitation possible of common life.

It is said that M. Rousseau had thought of forming another
piece, founded-on a very tragick event, that has lately happened
at Lyons, though be has since given up the intention. A young
man, an Italian by birth, a fencing master by profession, and a
young girl, the daughter of a rich inpkeeper, had conceived for
each other the most violent passion. The parents having refu-
sed their consent to their marriage, and assured them, that it
never should take place, the young people after recovering
from their first grief, swore eternal fidelity to each other :-
to render their oath independent of events, they on a day
agreed upon, dressed themselves as victims, went to a chapel
in the country near the city, and there closely embracing, and
kneeling before the altar, each with a pistol killed themselves.
The story says, they were besides armed with two poniards in
case the pistols bad not killed them instantly, but that this pre-
caution was superfluous. Letters from respectable people at
Liyons, confirm all the details of this remarkable occurrence.

Death of M. Chatelmont.

A scelerat, escaped from the galleys, and who had commit-
ted several assassinations in the streets of Paris, in the course
of a few days, has just expiated his crimes on the wheel. One
of those who had the misfortune to be attacked by him, was
M. Perinet de Chatelmont, who has since died of his wound,
after having languished a month. He was the youngest of a
numerous protestant family, well known in financial affairs.
I konew his uncle, a farmer-general, a man of sense, who
died seven or eight years ago, upwards of ninety. He had
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These are certainly verses: and if M. Colardeau and his
oomrades add to the talent, which they have received from na-
. ture, the study and application necessary to every man who
would excel in his art, we shall be without doubt indebted to
them for very estimable productions. Young’s Night Thoughts
have a great reputation in England, and even in Europe. Itis
said, a German translation exists, which is a master-piece, but
I have not seen it. A certain M. le Tourney gave us a French
translation last year. M. Colardeau, from civility to his rival
no doubt, pretends that this version bad a most brilliant suc-
cess. Let me perish, if I ever heard it spoken of by any per-
son whatever. 'This style cannot succeed in France ; we are
not abstracted enough, not solitary enough ; we cannot give it
the time that is necessary for it to affect us. A more real re-

roach which [ make against this work, is the vagueness which
it throws about the reader. There may be remarked in Young
and writers of this class, a heated mind, an extravagant, wild
imagination, rather than a deeply affected heart; it is_difficult
to say exactly what he complains of, what are his misfortunes ;
the objects of his grief are unknown, though he recalls them
unceasingly. There is in all his writings too many bells, too
many tombs, too many funeral songs and cries, too many phan-
toms ; the simple and natural expression of true grief would
produce a hundred times more effect than all these figures : the
object is to make my tears flow, and not to frighten me like a
child, by all these images that are terrible and imposing in ap-
pearance, but which merely graze the soul and leave no lasting
sentiment.

Peculiarity of the French language.

The Chevalier de Boufflers, while at the seminary of St.
Sulpice, to prepare himself for a bishoprick, which he afterwards
renounced for the cross of Malta, made the following rebus
which is worth preserving,.

L.n.n.e. o.p.y. Li.a. t.t.l.i.a. m e. . i. a. e. t. m.
e.li.a.r.i.t.Li.a. v.q. l.i. e. d.c. d. a. g. a. c. k. c.

He asserted thatin pronouncing these letters, in the order he
had written them, they would give distinctly the following words.

¢ Héléne est née au pays grec ; elle y a tété ; elley a aimé;
“elley a été aimée; elle y a herité ; elle y a vécu; elle y est
¢ décédée agée, assez cassée.
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This piece of pleasantry is worth preserving, because it
proves one thing that the author did -not think of, the cacopho-
ny of the French language. 1 defy any person to produce a
similar specimen in Italian : it is therefore much more difiicult
to be harmonious, elegant, graceful ; in one word, a seductive
writer in French, than in any other language; and the Hé-
léne of the Chevalier de Boufflers may teach us the value we
ought to attach to Voltaire.

Rouelle the Chemist.

August, 1770. We have just lost the father of chemistry
in France. Guillaume Francois Rouelle, apothecary, demon-
strator of chemistry at the royal garden (garden of plants) of
the academies of the sciences at Paris and Stockholm, died the
‘beginning of this month, after a long and painful malady.
Rouelle was a man of genius without cultivation ; before his
time nothing was known in France but the principles of Léme-
_ ry: it was he who introduced the chemistry of Stahl, and made
known that science which no one thought about here, and
which a number of great men had carried in Germany to a
high degree of perfection.* -Rouelle did not know how to
read them all, but his instinct was ordinarily ‘'as great as their
science. He ought then to be considered the founder of che-
mistry in France ; and yet his name will be forgotten because
he has never written any thing, and because those in our time
who have written valuable works on this science, and who all
came out of his school, have never rendered that homage to
their master, which they owed him: they have thought it more
expedient to place to the credit of their own sagacity, the
princi‘Ples and discoveries that they derived from him ; Roeulle
therefore quarrelled with all of his disciples who wrote upon
chemistry. He revenged himself for their ingraiitude by the
insults with which he loaded them in his publick and private
lectures ; and it was known beforehand, that in such a lecture
there would be a portrait of Malouin, in another the portrait of
Macquer, finely drawn. They were, according to him, igno-
ramuses, barbers, journeymen, plagiarists. This last term in
his mind had become so odious, that he applied it to the great-
est criminals ; and to express, for instance, the horrour he felt

* What was chemistry at this time either in France or Germany ? T.
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for Damien, he said he was a plagiarist. Indignation against
the plagiarisms he had suffered, degenerated into a mania § he
always thought he was pillaged ; and when the works of Pout
or Lehmann, ?r any ,‘;nher great German cbemilth':m trans-
lated, and he found ideas s to his own, ed
that he had been robbed l:;m TSOns. Ronell::::dex- .
tremely petulent ; hisideas were confused and without clearness;
" and a strong mind was necessary to follow him, and introduce
order and perspicuity into his lessons. He did not know how
to write ; he spoke with the greatest vehemence, but without
correctness or distinctness, and he had the habit of saying, that
he was not of the academy of fine talking. With all these de-
fects, his views were those of a man of genius, and always
rofound ; but he sought to keep them from the knowledge of
Eis hearers, as much as his petulent nature would permit. He
commonly explained his ideas at length, and when he had stid
every thing he added, dut this ¢s one of my arcana, which I tell
to no person. Sometimes one of his scholars would g
and whisper in his ear, what he had just been sayi n.lou:P
Rouelle then believed that his scholar had discovered his ar-
canum by his own sagacity, and begged him not to di
what he had just been saying to two hundred people. He
had such a strong habit of absence, that exteriour objects no
longer affected him. He tossed about like a madman in his
chair while discoursing, turned himself over, thumped himself,
kicked his neighbour, and tore his ruffles, without knowing any
thing that he was doing. One day being in a circle where
there were several ladies, he untied his garter, drew his stock-
ing down to his shoe, scratched his leg with both hands, and
then replaced the stocking and garter, and continued the con-
versation without having the least suspicion of what he had
,been doing. In his course he was commonly aided by his °
brother and nephew, to make the experiments before the audi
ence. These assistants were not always to be found ; Rouelle
would cry out, Nephew ! Eternal Ne);ohew! and the eternal
nephew not coming, be went himself into the back rooms of his
laboratory, to seek for the objects he wanted. During this ope-
ration he always contlnued the lesson as if he was in presence of
the audience, and at his return, he had commonly finished the
demonstration he had commenced, and re-entered, saying, ¥es,
gentlemen ; when they would request him to recommence.
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was a good Frenchman, full of zeal and patriotism, but a grum-
bler, fond of news when his attention was pot fixed on his cru-
cible. At the commencement of the last war, he wanted to
command the flat-bottomed boats to go and burn London.
He did not despair of finding the means of setting fire to the
Eoglish fleet under water, 1t was one of his arcana. I met
him the day after the battle of Rosbach: he was limping, and
walked with difficulty : Good heavens! what has happened to
u M. Rouelle ? said I. I am ground to powder, answered
e, I am done up ; the whole Prussian cavalry has marched
this night over my body. He then called our generals pla-
larists, and I perceived this was not the moment to make
E:'m change his opinion. Great military and political events
sometimes affected him so much, that he would discuss them
in the midst of his lecture on chemistry. He counted among
his disciples, not only all the skilful chemists that France now
Eosseues, but many other celebrated men of different classes;
e had independently of his excellent principles in cbemt;:{:
the secret of all men of genius; that of making you think.
Doctor Roux, one of his scholars, bas proposed to collect his
paﬁers and publish them, without which many of his arcana
will perish with him. :

Anecdote of the Empress Catharine.

A Russian poet, named Sumarakoff, author of several tra-
gedies, being at Moscow, had a quarrel with the first actress on
the theatre of that capital ; these accidents happen at Mos-
cow, as well as at Paris. On a certain day, the governour of
Moscow ordered one of the poet’s plays to be performed; he
opposed it, because this actress played the principal part.

his reason not appearing sufficient to make the governour
change his opinion, the poet lost himself to such a degree, that
when the curtain rose, he jumped on the stage, seized the act-
ress who appeared with ali the tragick paraphernalia, and threw
her into the side scenes. After baving thus interrupted the
publick tranquillity, he thou§ht he had done enough, and in bis
poetick phrensy wrote two letters to the empress herself, with
as much indiscretion as rashness, filled with complaints and in-

" vectives against an actress. I defy any French poet to do better.
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Cure for a Consumption.

1 will not answer for the efficacy of the receipt which you
will find indicated in the following recital ; butei? my remedy
serves no one, at least, it can do no harm. Read it, and make
use of it, if you are in want of it, if you have faith in it, or if
you have bottles to cork.

An officer in garrison at Rochefort, worn out with trying
all the remedies prescribed, to cure him of an obstinate cough,
ceased using them, and resumed his common mode of living.
He soon began to raise blood, and his breast appeared affected,
he still persisted in doing nothing for it. e day having
had a cask of wine drawn off, he bad half a pound of rosin,
and half a pound of yellow wax brought into his room, which
he melted in an earthen vase over a chafing-dish, to seal
his bottles. This operation having taken up about an hour and
a half, he thought at the end of that time, that he ex
with more ease, and that his cough was less dry, and less fre-
quent. He thought that the fumigation which he had by ac-
cident received, might have contributed to it; in conse
he recommenced it, keeping his doors and windows shut, and
walking amidst the cloud ols smoke, that arose from the mix-
ture. At the end of four or five days he found himself per-
fectly cured. He mentioned his discovery to the surgeon of
his regiment, who, without believing its virtue, tried it upon a
soldier who was dying in the hospital of a most decided pul-
monary compleint. After having had him taken to his house,
he made him undergo every four%ours a fumigation, proportion-
ing the quantity of smoke to the strength of the patient, who
as he was very weak might have been suffocated, if the smoke
had been too strong. After the second day the sick tnan’s
cou‘gh assumed a milder character, and in six weeks he was
perfectly re-established.

And now upon this, as Rabelais says, “ amuse yourself and
drink cool.”

Translation of Savage's Life.
The Life of Savage, an English poet, has just been trans-
lated into French, by M. le Tourneur, the same who translated
Young’s Night Thoughts, a poem of the finest black, that it is

possible to imagine, and which the translator has found the
means toget read by a people whose thoughts are rose-coloured.
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Sir W. Jones' letter to Perron.

January, 1772. M. Anquetil du Perron, of the al ace-
demy of inscriptions and belles lettres, published, a six
months since, his travels in India, with a translation of the Zend-
Avesta, and the sacred books of the Guebres attributed to Zo-
roaster. This trash formed three enormous volumes in quarto,
that cannot be either sold or read. The publick had conceiv-
ed a favourable opiuion of this work, which had been announced
and expected for a long time. It was known that the author .
bad passed many years in India, without any other design than
that of learning ancient Persian among the Guebres, in
order to be able to translate their sacred books, and to bring us
exact notions of their religious principles, their tenets, and the
worship of the adorers of fire. It is known that the Guebres
have the exclusive privilege of being persecuted by the Ma-
hometans, who with this exception tolerate all religions easily
enon:Fh. Exterminated in Persia, they have taken refuge in
Hindostan, where the reigning religion obliges them to be ex-
tremely circumspect. hey are then naturally mysterious,
concealed, and suspicious towards strangers. M. Anquetil was
not sorry on his return to France, to assure us, that he had sur-
. mounted all the obstacles that were opposed to the object of

his voyage, as well as an infinity of physical dangers. And
when he was told that he had probably made himself a Guebre
to succeed in his design, he gave a significant smile, and shew-
ed a certain air of satisfaction at being suspected of this a
tacy. At len‘glh, after many years waiting, the publick had an
opportunity of judging of the extent of its obligations to M.
Anquetil. It had been decided, that if these were the original
books of Zoroaster, this legislator of the ancient Persians was
a most signal dotard, who mixed up a heap of absurd and su-
perstitious opinions, with a little of that common morality, which
may be found in all the laws upon earth.

. Itis evident that it was risking his life very uselessly, and
very laboriously, to go to the extremity of the globe to seek for
such a collection of nonsense. It was not worth going so far
after folly, for all nations have a sufficient fund of it. But this
is not the only fault of M. Anquetil. If you have the patience
to examine his work, you will find in it throughout that charac-
ter of frivolity, that discovers a traveller to be full of narrow
prejudices, of presumption and vanity, to whom you can
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Obecroations on the effects of the Cor Lawe, and of a'rist or
Jall in the priee of Corn on the agriculture and gewerd

wealth of the country. By the Reeo. T. R. m,g'
Sessor of history and polstical economy in the Fast
College, Ebrtog"znhhre . Third edition, Londom, pp: 4.

.

Tams contains an impartial but very
of the mM nts on themy of ti)ne,
is indeed the abstract theory, if we. may so say,
without descending imto any details or caleulatio
sequence, and with a few remarks to suit it |
season, it has very muck tbeamenmmeo{be
one of the learned professor’s lectures at the.
We presume, nevertheless, that other paragrap
alrendy cordescended-to supply these defielenc
thus, and we doubt not that according te the
the British metrapolis; several hundred ponde
heve breathed their last, before this time, in
cauwse. We regret, however, not having been 1
ther pamphlet since published by Mr. Malthus on the samé sud-
jeet, and which, we understand, recommends more strongly the
the present one, the necessity of restrictions on imporsti
The well known sagacity, candour, and moderation ef this gen-
tleman on every thing which relates to political ; od
his situation in life, beyond the influence of the prejugiedd
habit or ipterest, or ministerial patronage, give to all his opin-
ions the strongest claim to attention. fore giving a more
enlarged account of this subject, which has often created thé
greatest agitation, and produced the most coafficting opinioms
m France and England, we presume a short sketeh of the His-
to%of the Corn Laws may not be unacceptable.

he first very certain information, which we have about the
Corn Laws in England is in the reign of Heory VI. Permis
sion was given by Parliament in 1461 to export wheat, when #t
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should be 6 shillings #ad 8 pence per quarter. ¢ The inland
¢ commerce of corn was also opened in the 18th of the same
¢ king by allowing any collector of the customs to grant a
¢ license for carrying it from one county* to another.t In
1612 directions were given to the king’s officers to purchase
corn for the purpose of establishing magazines, when the price
should be below 32 shillings. Considering the relative value
of other articles, this appears to be a great price for those timnes.
In 1753, on a complaimt from the exporters of corn, that the
bounties were not paid, a bill was passed that an interest of 3
per cent. should be allowed upon every debenture for bounty till
the principal was paid. In the four or five§ following years the
high price of corn occasioned frequent riots, in which many lives
were lost, and a large amount of property destroyed. During
that period the Legislature forbid the exportation of grain, re-
moved the restriction upon the importations, and prohibited the
distillers from using wheat. The scarcity is attributed to the
|| regratters, forestallers, and engrossers of corn.” But in
1773 Mr. Burke’s celebrated bill repealed all former acts of
the L.egislature, and corn was allowed to be exported when
below. 44 shillings, and imported when above 48 shillings.
Adam SmithT pronounces this the best bill which could be
made in the circumstances of the country. In 1804 importa-
tion was admitted at above 63 shillings, and exportation below
48. The twelve maritime counties regulated the price. Since
that the distillers have been prohibited from using grain for a
short time. The object of the present bill is to prevent impor-
tation except the price should be above 80 shillings the quarter.
.The first reading of the bill was had last February, and passed
by a vote of 235 in favour of the restrictions, and 35 against
them. The third reading was passed, we believe, last March
by an incressed majority. In the House of Lords a protest of
11 iﬁ ers was entered ; signed, however, by no member of

ch pelitical consideration. -Lord Lauderdale, who is es-
teemed one of the best informed economists in that body, and
who, we observe by the list of publications, has written a

* Hume, vol. iii. p.215. t Ibid.vol. vi. 175. i Smollet, vol. iii. p. 345.
§ Smollet, vol. iv. p. B.
|| Smollet. ¥ Cbhap. v. b. iv. Wealth of Nations.
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¢ If we su that the real price of corn is unchangeable,
¢ or not capable of experiencing a relative increase or decrease
¢ of value, compared with labour and other commodities, it will
¢ follow, that agriculture is at once excluded from the operation
. ¢of that principle, so beautifully explained and illustrated by

¢ Adam Smith, by which capital flows from one employment to
¢ another, according to the various and necessarily fluctuating
¢ wants of society. It will follow, that the growth of corn has
¢ at all times, and in all countries, proceeded with a uniform
¢ unvarying pace, occasioned only by the equable increase of
¢ agricultural capital, and can never have been accelerated, or
¢ retarded, by variations of demand. It will follow, that if a
¢ country happened to be either overstocked or understocked
¢ with corn, no motive of interest could exist for withdrawing
¢ capital from agriculture in the one case, or adding to it in the
¢ other, and thus restoring the equilibrium between its different
¢ kinds of produce.’

Of the numberless facts illustrating the errour of the doctrie,
that * labour is the standard measure of value,” and * com is
¢ the measure of labour,” we shall mention only one—-hoth be-
cause it is a remarkable proof of the opinion now univessally
entertained, and also a melancholy instance of the i
effects of “system ” upon a mim{ 8o acute and mathematicsl
as that of Adam Smith.

¢ From the reign (1327) of Edward III. to the reign (1485)
¢ of Henry VII. a day’s earnings, in corn, rose from a peck to
“'near half a bushel ;—and from Henry VILI. to the end (1603)
¢ of Elizabeth, it fell from near half azushel to little more than
¢ half a peck.” In the III. of Edward corn once rose 13 times
its value.* . '

If we need farther evidence, what can be more conclusive
than the condition of our country, where whges of labour are
high, food generally cheap, and clothing generally dear. This
circumstance, mentioned by A. Smith,} and which would some-
what have embarrassed that sagacious author, if he had always
reasoned from his own data, is sufficiently explained to every
schoolboy in the nation by the abundance of land, the thinness
of population, extent of commerce, &c.

From the observations already made, we believe, that we
are entitled to consider corn as subject to no very peculiar

* Davenant, p. 81. ~ t Wealth of Nations, ch. 8. b. 1.
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1IMPORTED. EXPORTED.
Meal &
Years. | Corn. Flour. Corn. Flour.
Quarters Cwit. ‘Quarters | Cwt.
1792 642596 7167 357480 | 174720 | Years of uncom-
1793 | 1088781 | 211588 79430 | 115740 | mon scarcity.
1794 | 1066348 | 13013 153265 | 139909
1795 | 463939 | 124239 17643 | 66444
1801 | 2087614 | 1133714 W17 | 94814

1803 | 751004 | 252736 . 144745 | 160813
1803 | 6507484 | 309569 114006 | 106233
1804 | 926766 | 17072 188019 | 190179
18121 243833 653038 137630 | 83196
1814 | 045587 | 82165 170145 | 286189
1816} 945587 | 82168 146851 | 285140

From this it is nt how great the excess of importation
is above expomt.i?;mgh it ﬁs decreased latterlg)m The
importation from Ireland 1s of course not here included. In
1764,* corn was allowed to be exported from France only,
however, in French vessels and manned with French sailors,
and as far as we have been able to ascertain this law has never
been repealed. Considering, that the importation limit is now
proposed to be adjusted to 80 shillings, the lowest rate by which
the farmer can at t be protected, and considering also
that by an ¢ universal freedom of importation and exrortaﬁon,’
¢ equalizing’ the price of corn in all the markets of Europe,
assisted by the increased quantity which America could send
advantageously to her own commerce, it will be found, accord-
ing to the opinion of Mr. Malthus, that the average price in the
London market would not exceed 45 shillings. pVVith these
views and statements before us, we confess that we do not see
in what way the opinion of Mr. Malthus which we are about to
quote, can be resisted.

¢ Nothing can be more certain, than that if the prices of wheat
¢ in Great Britain were reduced by free importauon, nearly to a
¢ level with those of America and the continent, and if our
¢ manufacturing prosperity were to continue increasing, it would
¢ answer to us to support a part of our present population on’
¢ foreign corn, and nearly the whole probably of the increasing
¢ population, which we may naturally expect to take place in
¢ the course of the next twenty or twenty-five years.” pp. 22, 23.

* Minutes of Evidence.
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competition of foreign produce ; and especially when the ¢
vnluep’?derived fro?: ‘t’ho land constitutes more than the
. income of the British empire. To this the specious reply may
be made, that the political situation of Europe the last thirty
years, has given the farmers more than an equable share of ad-

es ; and therefore in the present change they are only
suffering the same hardship to which all speculators are expos-
ed. If this were true, which is not altogether the fact, it does
not acquit the legislature of the evident injustice of first en-
couraging too much, and then neglecting to take proper precau-
tions for the protection of the farmers.

¢ By jng duties, drawbacks and taxes on almost all
¢ foreign commodities, capital is.prevented from leaving those
¢ trades, the prices of the products of which have been in-
¢ creased by domestick taxation : while, if the ports were thrown
¢ open to the free admission of foreign corn, agriculture would
¢ be exposed to the loss of capital, occasioned by the competi-
¢ tion of foreigners, who not being burdened by the same weight
¢ of taxation, would possess the most obvious advantages in the
¢ contest with our bome ers. It may fairly indeed be said,
¢ that o restore the of the corn trade, under these cir-
¢ cumstances, is not really to restore things to their natural level,
“but to depress the cultivation of the land below its natural
¢ proportion to other kinds of industry. And though, even in
¢ this case, it might still be a national advantage to purchase corn
¢ where it could be had the cheapest ; yet it must be allowed
¢ that the owners of property in land would not be treated with
¢ strict impartiality.” p. 36.

Neither do we think it a fair argument on the part of the ma-
aufactures, that notwithstanding their protecting duties, the ar-
ticles of their manufacture could not be made so cheap in any
other country,—if so, where is the necessity of protecting du-
ties? But it must be srue that when these restrictions were im-
posed, England could not support a competition ; and even
now, we imagine, the Americans could carry her some articles
: lnltii_ia manufacture cheaper than she could make them

m 1]

* The whole annual produce is estimated at 430,000,0000.; of this the
product of agriculture is $16,000,000. In a population in England alene of
qboualca,m,ooo, about 6,000,000 are agricultural. See Colquhoun’s trea-
Uige, .
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¢ I would ask, is it politick merely with a view to our national
¢ greatness, to render ourselves thus dependent upon others for
¢ support, and put it in the power of a combination against us to
¢ diminish our lation 2,000,000’ To prevent these disas-
¢ ters, I see no other way at present than a system of Corn Laws,’
8zc. Ina note to the same chapter, ¢ There has never yet been-
¢ an instance in history of a large nation continuing with undimi-
¢ nished vigour to support 4 or 5,000,000 of its population on
¢ imported com. In spite, however, of the peculiar advantages
‘-.of Great Britain, it appears to me clear, that if she coatinves
¢ yearly to increase her importation of corn, she cannot esca
¢ that decline,’ &c. Events have shown that there is consi
rable more apprehension than truth in these forebodings ; but
as a proof that they are not altogether vmo;la?, it should be re-
collected that Prussia several years since laid a high duty upon
the export of corn from her ports, when there was an alarming
scarcity in Great Britain. should moreover bear in mind the
restrictive system adopted in this country. Our sapient notion
of sm-ving?ohn Bull, is really a very thread bare story among
the ambitious projects and machinations of our republick ; and
though contrary to all human experience and calculation he did-
escape starvation outright, we could make him at least pay
higher prices for his corn, and perhaps force him to the neces-
sity of raising for himself. The expectation of this necessity is
therefore a powerful argument on the side of the Corn Law
advocates. A nation neither can, nor always ought, to bend
to its interest; and it is as impossiblg to curb the bursts
of sudden indignation or the rancour of long nourished pre-
judices, as it is to calculate the consequences of them. KEng-

d with such means of power and oppression, so liable to
provoke jealousy and hatred, perhaps nsks too much if she
trusts to other nations the feeding of 3 or 4,000,000 of her
population. Besides, corn is not like most other commodities,
of which the deprivation for a few months only occasions a
little suffering. A suspension of the usual supply for halfa
year may bring about the most frightful commotions and mise-
ry, and though we do not undertake, as we have already said,
to insure absolute starvation, it would cost the nation at any
rate a few broken heads and broken windows.

How many facts and confirmations does the history- al-
ready ended of a great nation furnish to theories and con-
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jectures. We cannot help alluding here to the fate of Rome,
though we are very far from saying that Rome was subvert-
ed by depending upon Egypt for its supply of corn, or that the
distribution of it among the people was one cause of their cor-
ruption ; but those different circumstances occurred about the
same time ;—and in such speculations we are not only apt to
blend the cause and the effect, but also to judge of the fate of
different institutions, in far different times, by a rule borrowed
from whatever affords the most conspicuous example of decay.

Nam qua dabat olim
Imperium fasces, legienes, omnia, nunc se
Continet, atque duas tantdm res anxias optant,

Panem et circenses. :

¢ According to the returns made to Parliament in the
‘ course of the last session, the quantity of grain and flour ex-
¢ ported in 1811, rather exceeded, than fell short of, what was
¢imported : and in 1812, although the average price of wheat
‘was one hundred and twen:y-ﬁve shillings the quarter, the
¢ balance of the importations of grain and flour was only about
‘one hundred thousand quarters. From 1805, partly from
‘the operation of the Corn Laws passed in 1804, but much
‘more from the difficulty and expense of importing corn in the
¢ actual state of Europe and America, the price of grain had
‘risen so high, and had given such a stimulus to our agricul-
¢ ture, that with the powerful assistance of Ireland, we had been
‘rapidly approaching to the growth of an -independent sup-
‘ply. Though the danger therefore may not be great of de-
¢ pending for a considerable portion of our subsistence upon for-
‘ eign countries, yet it must be acknowledged that nothing like
‘an experiment has yet been made of the distresses that might
‘be produced, during a widely-extended- war, by the united
¢ operation of a great difficulty in finding a market for our manu-
¢ facturers, accompanied by the absolute necessity of supplying
‘ ourselves with a very large quantity of foreign corn.” pp.
28—30. We have not introduced the remarks of Mr.
Malthus as any thing like principles, because the high price
of grain, &c. doubtless arose from political events—but princi-
pally for the sake of present argument, to show the capability
of Great Biritian to supply itself during the most expensive

Vol. I. No. 2. 29
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and disheartening period of her war with France ; and also to
show what is meant by the ¢ powerful assistance’ of Ireland, a
subject entirely passed over in this short pamphlet, but which,
as i!ar as we are able to judge, deserves to have considerable
weight.  *It is well known that Ireland possesses much fertile
land, though now more occupied in pasture than is profitable.
It is besides well known, that the inhabitants are badly fed,
badly clothed, and badly governed.  The proportion of them,
however, in 1809, was 4,000,000 agricultural, in a population
of 6,000,000 ; the quantity of cultivated land had largely io-
creased, the wages of labour, which are (1809) now 10 1-2d.
per day, have increased more than a third the last thirty
years, a greater increase than was ever before known in the
same period. These highly beneficial effects are solely to be
attributed to the extension of her export trade of corn, and
- not to any increase of her manufacturing capital, because the
exportt of linen, the manufacturing ¢ staple,’ has decreased the
last ten years.

The four yearst ending 1704, the export of wheat from Ire- 7,106
land was annually,

The fifteen years oiY the present century,§ it is annually upon 342
an average, .

The export is independent of flour and meal, of w hich the
export in 1814, was 188,385 cwt. The benefits had been re-
ciprocal, and we find that the article of woollens exported to
Ireland from Great Britain had increased from 2,100,000
yards, to 3,790,000|| annually, from 1805 to 1814. It is the
opinion of Mr. Newenbam that corn can be brought from Ire-
land as cheap as from any part of the world, and considering
the number of uncultivated acres, the fertility of the soil, and
the cheapness of labour, this appears a very fair opinion.—
Such a trade, besides rendering great Britain independent in
some ineasure for her corn, possesses the rare advantage of
employing two capitals in the same country ; a trade, generally
speaking, of all others the most lucrative.T  For very ample
details upon the increase of agriculture in Ireland, the improved
condition of the peasantry in consequence of it, and her ability

* Newenham and Wakefield, passim.  {Newenham, Appendix. Ibid.
ﬁ Table published by Parliament, already referred to.
Minutes of Evidence. T Wealth of Nations, chap. 5. b. 2.
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weré still more striking and afflicting in Ireland, where, as be-
fore mentioned, the increase of agriculture has been very rap-
id since the beginning of this century. Such a situation just-
fies the temporary interference, at any rate, of the government.
During the war, capital was every moment accumulating upon
agriculture ; the profits were certain, and the value of rents
rose so rapidly landlords got in the habit of letting their
lands only for one year—a pernicious scheme; and the
way to bring back again the unproductive days of the ¢ cotta-
ers.”* We have only applied the doctrine contained; in the
%ollowing passage.

¢It may be observed, that though it might by no means be
¢ advisable to commence an artificial system of regulations in
¢ the trade of corn; yet if, by such a system already estab-
¢lished and other concurring causes, the prices of corn and of
¢ many commodities had been raisnd above the level of the rest
‘of Europe, it becomes a different question, whether it would
‘be advisable to risk the effects of so great and sudden a fall
‘in the price of corn, as would be the consequence of at once
¢ throwing open our ports. One of the cases in which, .ac-
¢ cording to Adam Smith, ¢ it may be a matter of deliberation
‘how far it is proper to restore the free importation of foreign
¢ goods after it has been for some time interrupted, is, when
¢ particular manufactures, by means of high duties and prohi-
¢ bitions upon all foreign goods, which can come into competi-
¢ tion with them, have been so far extended as to employ a
¢ great multitude of hands.” ’t p. 34.

We now come to the third and last proposition.

¢ The evils which must always belong to restrictions upon the
_ importation of foreign corn, are the following :

¢1. A certain waste of the national resources by the em-
¢ployment of a greater quantity of capital than is necessary for
¢ procuring the quantity of corn required.

2. A relative disadvantage in all foreign commercial trans-
¢ actions, occasioned by the high comparative prices of corn
¢and labour, and the low value of silver, as far as they affect
¢ exportable commodities.

¢3. Some check to population, occasioned by a check
‘to that abundance of corn, and demand for manufacturing

* Wealth of Nations. Digression concerning value of silver, &e.
t Wealth of Nations, b. iv. c. 2, p.202.
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and it is fair logick to assume, that it will soon be disturbed.
We therefore think that the eqalized price ought to be adjusted
higher than this, and a few calculations have satisfied us, that
from the chances of wars, dearths, taxes, &c. the equalized price
would be about 65 shillings, if not more. The labourer would
therefore pay about 15 shillings more a quarter, which is one
fifth, and one third of a fifth advance. The effect of this upon
his wages is somewhat as follows :

The average w are per day - - - 30 pence”

Of this 3.1.?8 en:eset.hero l;.l’c for pen
com25equalto - - - 12 pence.

Upon this 12 pence there ic an ) 2 1-3 making the
advance of 1-5 and a 1-3 of 1-5— » whole wages equal » 32 1-3
equal to about to about )

which, if the exploded doctrine of A. Smitht could be true,
would make an advance of about 8 per cent. upeon the whole
annual produce of Great Britain—a thing perfectly impossible
from the obviously little effect labour has upon value—owing
to the different value of the materials, the extent and perfec-
tion of machinery, &c. We do not give this hasty calculation
as an anticipation of the effects of the Corn Laws; for suppos-
ing that wages should rise in that proportion, a thin 1o
means to be expected in a country, demonstrated by l\%r. Kla]-
thus} to have a surplus population even in time of war, we
know that it cannot have a corresponding effect upon the price
of commodities. But this result must be pernicious, though
the lower classes will at first be benefited by the Corn Laws
from the great number of them employed in agriculture, who
would certainly be left without employment, if the farmers
should not be protected. It is to afford this argument, the
only one of much moment against the Corn Laws, a short illus-
tration, that we have been induced to lead our readers through
this dry calculation.

In the second place,—the inference of Mr. Malthus is cal-
culated for a state of universal peace. But we are afraid that
he announces to us better tidings than the world has a right to
expect. It would seem as if the eternal curse was again gone

" *8ir F. M. Eden. This is a little higher perhaps than the average, but -
it is more convenient, and we wish to do full justice to the advanced price.

t Wealth of Nations, chap. v. b. iv. t Essay on Population.
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by the greatest minister which England ever saw ;—and it has
ways been reckoned one of the principal causes in accelera-
ting the downfall of the French monarchy.

In the third place, suppose a universal peace—we are in-
clined to believe that Great Britain was never better able to
maintain a competition with the nations of the continent ; her
machinery was never so perfect, her resources never more con-
densed ; her colonial possessions never better secured, and her
credit never more undoubted in every part of the known world,
though her national debt was never so great ; but is it greater
now in proportion to the wealth of the nation, than when Mr.
Hume made his unfortunate prophecy? Let us take France—
her manufactures were established by Colbert ;*—he incorpo-
rated an East India Company, established the woollen manu-
factory—of glass, 8c.—improved those of silk, &c. This
was nearly a bundred and fifty years ago—and what are they
now? what competition can they bear with the English? It is
true the commercial industry of France has been checked by
perpetual wars; but lately a considerabld impulse has been
given to her manufactures from the continental system,—but
we know at what price—besides, she may have wars agai
without continental systems.t From 1756 to 1788, the price
of wheat in France was 25 shillings, in England during the
same period 46. Very nearly the same proportion is now
maintained ; France being 46, and England about 83. Eng-
lish manufactures flourished then, why not now? When
wheat was at 73,—taxes were 34,000,000L.1 they are now
above 60,000,0001. and it does not exceed upon an average
83s. On the other hand it should be considered, that the
debts of the different nations cannot be very trifling§—the
taxes necessary to be levied will impede the progress of wealth
more than in the common proportion, as they have very small
commercial or manufacturing funds to draw from—the ma-
chinery of every description is at least fifty years behind Great
Britain—the more capital they devote to manufactures, the
higher of course will be the price of corn. But above all,

* Minutes of Evidence. t Siécle de Louis X1V. chap. xxix. } Ibid.29.

g We lLave seen no statement of the debts of Prussia, Austria, Russia,
and others ; but by the exposé of the abbe Montesquieu, of July 13, 1314,
it appears, that the total of anticipations and misapplications of funds by the
old government of France,_is_1,305,462,000 francs.
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¢ as a protecting, and at the same time, profitable tax. And
¢ with a view to prevent the great fall that might be occasioned
¢ by a glut, under the circumstances before adverted to, but not
¢ to create an average surplus, the old bounty might be contin-
¢ ued, and allowed to operate in the same way as the duty at
¢ all times, except in extreme cases.” pp. 45, 46.

Upon the whole then we must coincide in the opinion of Mr.
Malthus. As a principle, we are heart and hand opposed to
any interference of the legislature in the direction of capitals,
and we hope the mischief which has arisen from some attempts,
will prevent a recurrence to them in this country. But we
have shown that legislators in England have for many years
assumed the privilege of intermeddling in the concerus of the
merchant and menufacturer, and that they have occasionally
taken under their powerful patronage the agricultural interest.
We therefore confess that the inpression upon our minds is,
. that those English statesmen are in the right who think that this
is not the moment when they ought to stop.

A Statement of .the Arts and Manufactures of the United
States of America, for the year 1810. Digested and pre-
pared by Tench Coxe, Esquire, of Philadelphia. Phsla-
delphia, A. Cornan, jr. 1814, 4to.

THe subject of manufactures, it might well be thought on a
first view, would always be treated as a matter of calculation,
and calm deliberate reasoning, yet like all others subject to
human restriction, it has been most frequently involved in pas-
sion and prejudice.  Political animosities, financial wants, local
combinations, narrow views, or impracticable theories, have
often destroyed old, and prevented the success of new estab-
lishments. And if in the United States, fewer blunders have
been committed than in most other countries, there are too
many facts to shew, that this has been more owing to the libe-
ral, unshackled, beneficent spirit of our institutions, than to the
peculiar sagacity, or prospective wisdom of those, by whom the
reg ilations in regard to the manufacturing system are cor-
trolled.

It is one of the most difficult and complicated questions of
political economy, to decide when, and to what extent, legisla-
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all of a suiden this scheme was changed, every effort was made
to discourage them, and revive the fashion and use of silk.
The cotton still struggled along, till a new tarif of the govern-
ment to encourage tige growth of the raw material in France,
laid such an enorimous duty on foreign cotton, that the manu-
factures were completely paralized. %t may be easily supposed
how precarious they must be, under such arbitrary and capri-
cious control. But in France, as well as in some other coun-
tries, it was not only manufactures and commerce, but agricul-
ture also that was restricted. A cultivator in one department
was allowed to plant a certain quantity of tobacco, in another,
beets to make sugar ; but this could only be done by the per-
mission of the government, and the punishment was severe for
any infringement of their regulations. The object was to place
the people in a state of dependence, that subjected them in
every thing to the pr{ing, despotick vigilance of the state;
and the purpose of all this watchfulness was not, as was pre-
tended, tge impulse of paternal affection, but suggested by the
grinding, insatiable extortion of fiscal cupidity.

If we look at the country of Europe, where there is most
freedom, and the greatest stability of property, we still find a
variety of impediments, a number of restrictions, the remnants
of barbarous times, that cannot be removed without serious in-
jury, though they are in many respects mischievous. Such are
the custom-house duties and regulations between England and
Ireland, the statutes of the ancient corporations, which prevents
a man from working at a trade if he has not what is called the
Jreedom of the city. These things are slowly reforming, but
will never be wholly obliterated. It is one of our most distin-

uishing privileges to be free from all these embarrassments.
dustry, sagacity and enterprise were unfettered, and the con-
sequences we have all witnessed. To shew them more forci-
bly, we have tried the system of restriction, and the whole en-
ergy of the country was fast dwindling to the European scale
of production. In a luckless moment, a few statesmen con-
- ceived a jealousy of commerce, and though agriculture and
manufactures were developing themselves through its instrumen-
tality with the utmost vigour of growth, yet it was conceived,
that the former was noxiops, and, if curtailed, would increase
the importance of the latter. So because a certain river is
wider and deeper at its mouth than in its earlier progress,
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country prosperous, however extensive its production may be,
where the majority of the inhabitants are brutally ignorant,
and reduced to the minimum of subsistence. If a man is
obliged to live on a pint of rice daily, as io some parts of
Asia, if he is unable to obtain more than a scanty supply of
potatoes, or coarse bread, destitute not only of luxuries, but
necessaries, as in most paris of Europe, that his toil may pro-
cure a luxurious landlord a plentiful crop, or swell d!e re-
ceipts of a manufacturer or merchant to millions, still it is only
disease and deformity. The frequency of wars bave so in-
volved the governments of Europe, that they are constantly
devising new exactions, whose first effect is 1o itnpoverish the
labourer, and increase the poor. The United States are pros-
perous, because every man has the comforts of life ; and if he
chooses, the poorest man, at the outset of life, may obtain a
competence. If our merchants are prosperous, the sailors are
well fed and well paid. If the farmer is every yeai improving
his farm, the labourers who work hard have also high wages,
plenty of substantial food, and even luxuries.  The same is
true of the manufacturers.  As there is plenty of land, neither
commerce nor manufactures can be so overstocked, that the
profit shall depend on the competition for subsisting with the
smallest portion of the common comforts of life. his facility
then of changing from one pursuit to another, leaves us the
power to introduce every species of labour-saving machinery,
without fear of starving those who were before employed m
making the same article.  This can only be done partially in
most countries of Europe.  In England, there are some kinds
of work that are still performed by manual labour, that are in
this country by machinery ; such, for instance, as the sawing of
timber into boards, joist, &c. There are many countries where
improvements in different kinds of manufacture cannot be in-
troduced, the establishments having been burnt when it was at-
tempted ; and for many years past, riots, occasioned by the in-
troduction of machinery, have kept some part of the country
in commotion, and required the presence of a military force
for the protection of the manufactories. It is then in a con-
siderable degree advantageous, that our population should not
be so overstocked, as to prevent the free use of all improve-
ments in machinery.

The price of labour has often been cited as a circum-
stance, that was decisive against the success of manufactures
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The most interesting passage in Mr. Coxe’s digest, is the
following account of the cultivation and manufacture of sugar
in Louisiana. If those fine and extensive regions, whose pro-
ducts are wafted into the Bay of Mexico, can be cultivated by
a white population, and there is no physical impossibility against
it, as has been absurdly pretended by the advocates of slavery,
we shall look upon that country with far greater interest, than
it could have before excited ; and if the experiment succeeds,
of which there can be no doubt, if it be fairly tried, we shall
be proud of adding to the experiments we have.already given
the world, another memorable proof that the pertinacious abuses -
of avarice and ambition, are as false in their preténces, as
noxious in their effects.

¢ The Sugar of the Cane. This interesting commodity is,
‘in the United States, in the crude form, little more than an
¢ agricultural production, and in its best refined condition, an
‘ elegant and grateful manufacture. After the acquisition of 2
‘ cane district by the purchase of Louisiana,* it was appre-
¢ hended that the constitutional impediments to the importation
‘of slaves would have, at once, deprived us of much cane
¢ sugar, which our newly acquired country could produce, and
¢in some degree affect the prosperity of the Delta of the Mis-
¢ sisippi. But the reported production of 9,671,500 pounds of
‘the sugar of the cane in Lower Louisiana in the year 1810,
¢ with 179,000 gallons of molasses,} is considered as far short
¢ of what that country will be quickly made to produce, by the
¢ general adoption of the new and various operations, tn the
¢ culture of the cane and manufacture of sugar, which are found
‘ to be practicable. ‘This new mode of managing sugar lands
‘ appears to be worthy of particular attention and statement.

Instead of the employment of slaves, requiring a bur
¢ densome advance of capital, and an expensive subsistence,
¢ the occasional labour of neighbouring, transient, hired white
¢persons is often used to prepare the grounds with the
¢ plough and barrow, to plant the new canes, to dress the old
‘ones, and to clear the growing plants from weeds. The
¢ same or other white labourers are afierwards employed by

G" It is found since 1810, that sugar is produced on the whole coast of
eorgila.

t There were made also 239,130 gallons of distilled s{)irits out of 239,130
gallons of molasses in Lower Louisiana, in the year 1810.
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philosophers taking their concerns into consideration, feel like
cats at the sight of an air pump, or frogs at a Galvanick battery;
and the result in both cases is generally to ascertain the strength
of vitality in the parties ; and the experiment is sometimes con-
tinued through protracted sufferings till this is exhausted. It
was with shuddering anxiety, that we perused Mr. Coxe’s be-
nevolent views for this part of the country, in particular, which
we here extract.

¢ Since an ardent passion for ships, commerce, navy, fishe-
¢ ries, and those monopolies of trade, which are produced by
¢ navigation law, appear to have taken full possession of the
¢ minds of European statesmen, and since the possession of no
¢ more than eight millions of acres of land, shorn of its wood,
¢ and destitute of pit coal, by Massachusetts proper, Connecti-
¢ cut and Rhode-Island, manifestly denies to the good people of
¢ those three interesting sections of our country, a considerable
¢ standing in productive agriculture, and even creates some dif
. ¢ ficulties in the prosecution of certain branches of manufactu-
¢ ring industry, it would be gratifying to men of a brotherly dis-
¢ position towards those eastern states, in other parts of the
¢ Union, if a convenient system for the promotion of the arts
¢ and manufactures could be devised and adopted. 1t is wor-
¢ thy of the serious and liberal consideration of all the rest of
¢ the Union. .

¢ The limited size of those three states, the lightness of the
¢ original growth of much of their woodlands, the rarity of cal-
¢ careous substances for building, the consequent use of wooden
¢ buildings, and the quantities of wood requisite for the repair
¢ of those buildings and for fuel, suggest the propriety of the
¢ utmost possible use of all their water falls, instead of an inor-
¢ dinate use of steam enginery and other modes of operation
¢ requiring fire. The utmost use should be made of all the
¢ eastern water powers by a skilful formation of their mills and
¢ machinery.

¢ The want of land in that district, renders it advisable to
¢ consider the easiest and cheapest modes of human and ordi-
¢ nary animal subsistance. The cultivation of the potato, and
¢ of other things of similar fecundity, demand the closest consi-
¢ deration of every friend to those eastern states. Animal
¢ strength and spirits are no where more conspicuous than in
¢ the country which supports its population, beyond all others,
¢ by that vegetable.
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¢ topick in favour of manufactures twenty-seven years ago, in a
¢ publick discourse, which was passed to the world in numerous
¢ copies and editions, the limited degree of notice which labour
¢ saving machiner{f devices, and processes had subsequently
¢ received in the United States, was a matter of surprise and
¢ regret.’ This last sentence is above all comment.

alculations like the following are favourite ones with the
author. Ifthe whole country were occupied, like certain dis-
tricts, in any particular manufacture, nails, or shoes for exam-
ple, the market would run the risk of being overstocked ; yet
we do not perceive what is his object, if it be not, to excite
such a general exertion. ¢ Pennsylvania, the greatest nail
¢ making state, produces at the rate of nine pound of pails for
¢ each person in the state, which is at the rate of 65,000,000
¢ of pounds for the whole white population of the United States,
¢ were equal attention paid to this gainful economy of time and
¢ labour.” p. 31.

We must express the most unfeigned regret, that Mr. Coxe
was employed to prepare this statement of the manufactures of
the United Sates. In reading his performunce, we could nat
help compassionating the lot‘l?)? men in office ; the publick are
always prone to blame them, and do not consider how much
they are perplexed. When Mr. Gallatin resolved on leaving
the Treasury, one of the most sagacious movements ever taken
by that subtle minister, at the very moment when the anxious
solicitude of Mr. Jefferson about the appropriation of a sur-
plus revenue was completely dissipated ; when the invaluable
scheme of ¢ husbanding our essential resources’ was ¢at the
¢ full tide of successful experiment,’ how do we know the share,
that this book had in assisting his determination? After la-
bouring all day to devise the best means of carrying on war
without taxes, and expecting a little relaxation in the evening
from the reports of Mr. Coxe, he finds that he has employed a
writer that abounds in such rash assertions as the following:
¢ Not a building for man, for cattle, nor for the safe keeping of
¢ produce or merchandize, not a plough, a mill, a loom, a
¢ wheel, a spindle, a carding machine, a fire arm, a sword, a
¢ wagon, or a ship can be provided without the manufactures
¢ of the iron branch.—The uses of leather are of the utmost
¢ importance to health, the facilitation of industry, the diffusion
¢ of knowledge, and the military operations of the United
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counts published of the islands and coasts of the Pacifick ocean;
yet the distance, the grandeur, the beauty of those countries,
the magpnificent serenity of the climate, the wonderful produc-
tions of animate and inanimate nature, and the still uncivilized
state of mankind in that part of the globe, make us open every
new description of them with avidity. The blissful coadition
of the inhabitants of St. Domingo, when that fine island was
first discovered and devastated by the Spaniards, was
inferiour to the state of the natives, in many of the islands of
the Pacifick. The general characteristicks of beauty of per-
son, of gentleness and goodness of character, which are com:
mon to so many of them, furnish one of the most striking illus-
trations of the influence of climate on the disposition and habits
of men; while the first peopling of those islands, and the pro-
gress they-have made beyond most other savages in several of
the useful and ornamental arts, give occasion to a variety of
reflections. Some of- their productions very much resemble
the Egyptian, and though they have never produced any monu-
ments, to compare with the imperishable remains of that people,
this may perhaps be rather owing to their more recent origm,
their smaﬁzr numbers, and smaller population, than to an infe
riority of talent; since many of their structures are by no
means insignificant, and some of their productions full of inge-
nuity and taste. Proofs of this, besides the relations of other
navigators, are furnished by the edifices described by Captain
Porter in the principal island of the Washington groupe, as
well as in many of the ornaments, and particularly by the de-
lineations in their practice of tattooing.

The Essex being at sea only for warlike purposes, not em-
ployed in a voyage of discovery; was of course unprepared for
such an undertaking, having neither scientifick men nor appa-
ratus necessary for such a purpose. The ship even was not
fitted for the voyage, which was only the continuance of a
cruise at the discretion of her commander. The impartant ser-
vices rendered by captain Porter, in giving a partial protection to
our valuable whale fishery in the South Seas, and the enormous
loss inflicted on the enemy, by the capture of almost every one
of the ships they employed in that trade ; and the termination
of bis cruise in the Bay of Valparaiso, by one of the most
desperate and gallant conflicts on record, are all familiar to the
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‘most friendly nature, and I am persuaded he was much
¢ pleased to see us in the port. He appeared astonished that |
¢ should have sent in for permission to enter the port. I inform-
¢ ed him, that as the Portuguese were the allies of Great Britai,
‘I had entertained doubts whether he would feel authorized
‘ to give us protection against a British force, should it appear;
¢ but so soon as he had granted permission for us to enter the
¢ port, those doubts were removed. He expressed much re-
¢ gret that the war had deprived them of the advantage arising
¢ from the American commerce, as they had been cut off from
¢ all their supplies, and were now destitute of bread, and eve
‘other comfort of life, except what the island afforded, whic
¢ consisted chiefly in live stock and fruit. He told me ‘that a
¢ little flour, or any thing else we could spare, would be most
¢ acceptable to bim ; and invited me to make my dinner with
¢ him, on such scanty fare as he was enabled to give me ; add-
‘ing, if 1 would come on shore next day, he would endeavour
‘ to provide something better. I accepted his invitation with as
¢ litle ceremony as it was given ; and although there was but
¢ little variety of meats, he had an abundant supply of the best
¢ tropical fruits I ever tasted. The oranges were very fine.
‘We this day commenced watering; but, after having to roll
‘the casks about 500 yards, found great difficulty in getting
¢ them from the beach, on account of the heavy surf.

¢ On the 29th, I again dined with the governour, and from
¢ that time until the morning of the 2d of December, we were -
¢ occupied in getting on board refreshments and water ; but of
¢ the latter we were only enabled to get about 5000 gallons.
¢ The beef was very dear, and very poor ; a bullock weighing
¢ 300 weight, cost 35 dollars ; sheep were 3 dollars, but very
¢ poor ; oranges 40 cents per hundred, and other fruits in the
‘same proportion, and in the greatest abundance. It is sup-
¢ posed that the ship had not on board less than one hundred
¢ thousand oranges, together with a large quantity of cocoa-nuts,
¢ plantains, lemons, limes, casada, &c. &c. very mess oo
‘board were also supplied with pigs, sheep, fowls, turkeys,
¢ goats, &c. which were purchased very cheap ; fowls at three
¢ dollars per dozen; and fine turkeys at one dollar each ; many
‘of the seamen also furnished themselves with monkeys and
¢ young goats as pets, and when we sailed from thence the
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¢ The Portuguese island of Fernando de Noronha, is in lat.
¢ 30 54+ 28" south, aud long. 32° 36’ 38" west from London.
¢ It is well fortified in every part, and its population consists of
¢ a few miserable, naked, exiled Portuguese, and as miserable
¢*a guard. The governour is cbangegu every three years, and
¢ during his term of service in the island, has the privileti of
. ¢ disposing of its produce to his own emolument. Cattle in
¢ abundance, hogs, goats, fowls, &c. may be had there, as well
‘as corn, melons, cocoa-nuts, &c. &c. Ships, formerly, fre-
¢ quently touched there for refreshments, woog,s and water, but
¢ for seven months prior to the arrival of the Acasta, none bad
‘been there. There are no females on the island, and pone
‘are permitted to be there, from what motives I cannot con-
¢ ceive, except it be to render the place of exile the more hor-
‘rible. The watering-place is vear the beach, at the foot of
¢ the rock on which the citadel is placed, and it is with the ut-
¢ most difficulty and danger that the casks ca® be got through
. “the surf to the boat. The island produces wood in abun-
¢ dance, but the Portuguese do not permit it to be cut for ship-
¢ ping any-where, but on a small island to the east of Fernando,
¢ called Wooding Island. thTllis island is in u;leral;le good cul:
¢ tivation, and uces their principal s of vegetables.
¢ There is no mih the islax?d, anlc):laltheugl]:lg: means of com-
¢ munication between Wooding Island and Fernando, is 3 small
¢ raft or catamaran, which is carefully kept in one of the forts,
‘and is capable of bearing only two men. An abundance of
¢ fish may be procured with but little trouble with the hook and
¢ line.

¢ As clothing is not in use here; as hunger may be grati-
¢ fied without labour; and as there is an appearance of cheer-
¢ fulness, those who are not in chains may be supposed, in
¢ some measure, reconciled to a state as good perhaps as any
¢ they had formerly been accustomed to.

* The governour caused his catamaran to be launched
¢ through a surf (which twice filled our boat, and was near
¢ destroying her,) and despatched it to Wooding Island for
¢ fruit for us, but before she returned we had left this miserable
¢ Botany Bay of Portugal.’ pp. 40, 41.

Having resolved, after his arrival on the coast of the Bra-
zils, for reasons which he details, to go into the Pacifick
Ocean, he took all the precautions in his power to double
Cape Horn with safety. His experience of this enterprise
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¢ tinuance ; until, worn out with fatigue and anxiety, greatly
¢ alarmed with the terrours of a lee-shore, and in momentary
¢ expectation of the loss of our masts and bowsprit, we almost
¢ considered our situation hopeless ; and to add to our distress,
¢ our pumps had become choaked by the shingle ballast, which,
¢ from the violent rolliog of the ship, had got into them ; the
¢ ship made a great deal of water, and the sea bad increased to
¢ such a height, as to threaten to swallow us at every instant;
¢ the whole ocean was one continued foam of breakers, and the
¢ heaviest squall that 1 ever before experienced, had not equal-
¢ Jed in violence the most moderate intervals of this tremendous
¢ burricane. We had, however, done all that lay in our power
¢ to preserve the ship from the violence of the elements, which
¢ seemed united to effect our destruction, and turned our atten-
¢ tion to our pumps, (which we were enabled to clear&:nd to
¢ keep the ship from drifting on shore, by getting on the most
¢ advantageous tack ; we, however, were not enabled to wear
¢ but once, for the violence of the wind and sea was such, as
¢ afterwards to render it impossible to attempt it, without hazard-
¢ ing the destruction of the ship, and the loss of every life on
¢ board. The whole of the 1st and 2d of March, we anxious-
¢ ly hoped for a change, but in vain ; our:fatigues had been con-
¢ stant and excessive ; many had been severely bruised, by be-
¢ ing thrown, by the violent jerks of the ship, down the batch-
¢ ways, and I was particularly unfortunate, in receiving three
¢ severe falls, which at length disabled me from going on deck ;
¢ the oldest seaman in the ship bad never experienced any
¢ thing to equal the gale. We bad done all in our power to
¢ save the ship (except throwing her guyns overboard, which I
¢ reserved for the last extremity,) and now patiently waited for
¢ the tempest to Jull. It bad already blown three days without
¢ abating ; the ship had resisted its violence to the astonishment
¢ of all, without having received any considerable injury ; and
¢ we began to hope, from her buoyancy and other good-quali-
“ ties, we should be enabled to weather the gale. We had
¢ shipped several heavy seas, that would have proved destsuc-
¢ tive to almost any other ship ; but, to us, they were attended
¢ with no other inconveniences, than the momentary alarm they
¢ excited, and that arising from the immense quanuty of water,
¢ which forced its way into every part of the ship, and kept
¢ every thing afloat between decks. However, about 3 o’clock
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¢ that we were every moment receding farther from the influ-
¢ ence of the dreary and inhospitable climate of Cape Hom;
¢ and, on the 5th of the month, having passed the parallel of
¢ Chili, our sufferings appeared at an end, for we enjoyed plea-
¢ sant and temperate weather, with fine breezes from the south-
¢ ward ; and, for the first time during our passage, were ena-
¢ bled to knock out our dead-lights, and open our gun-deck
¢ ports. The repairs of our damages went on rapidly, and by
¢ night the ship was, in every respect, excepting wear and tear,
‘ as well prepared for active service, as the day we left St.
¢ Catharines. Qur latitude at meridian, was 39° 20/ S.; and
¢ we bad a distant view of part of the Andes, which appeared
¢ covered with snow. Albatrosses were as usual about the
¢ ship ; several fish, by sailors denominated sun-fish, were
¢ seen; and we frequently passed a white and apparently gels-
¢ tinous substance, which we had not an opportunity of exam-
“ining. There was every prospect of a speedy arnval in some
¢ port on the coast of Chili, and I directed the cables to be
¢ bent, using every means in our power to guard them from the
¢ effects of rocky bottom.’

¢ But, before I proceed farther, as this journal may accides-
¢ tally fall into other hands, I shall take tEs opportunity of of
¢ fering some hints to those, who may succeed me in attempt-
¢ ing the passage around Cape Horn ; and this I feel myself the
¢ more authonzed to do, as we have effected it in, perbaps, a
¢ shorter time with less damage, and labouring under more dis-
¢ advantages, than any others who ever attempted it ; and that
¢ too by struggling, at an unfavourable season of the yeasr,
¢ against a constant succession of obstinate and violent gales of
‘wind. And I am the more strongly induced to offer these
¢ hints, conceiving it to be of the utmost importance to naviga-
* tion, to give any information, derived from experience, which
‘ may tend to enable navigators to overcome the obstacles
¢ which nature seems designedly to have placed, to deter man-
¢ kind from all attempts to penetrate from the Atlantick to the
¢ Pacifick ocean ; and, as various opinions have been given on
¢ the subject, my advice may difler from.that of others m
¢ several points: but as my measures have proved success-
¢ ful in the end, and as it is not founded on mere conjecture
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¢ guard against accident, that prudence or foresight can suggest.’
pp- 84—87,88—90.

After getting round the Cape, he called at Mocha to obtain
some refreshments. There are great plenty of wild horses and
hogs on the island ; they killed some of each, but found the
horses the finest eating. From thence, he steered for Valpa-
raiso, and thus describes the appearance of the coast, and his
first sight of that place.

¢ On the latter part of the 12th, light airs sprung up from the
¢ S. W. and the weather began to clear off slowly, and every
¢ eye was engnged in searching for a sail, as the fog moved to
¢ leeward. Nothing, however, whs to be seen but a wide ex-
¢ panse of ocean, bounded on the east by the dreary, barren,
¢ and iron-bound coast of Chili, at the back of which the eter-
¢ nally snow-capt mountains of the Andes reared their lofty
¢ beads, and altogether presented to us a scene of gloomy sob-
¢ tude, far exceeding any thing I ever before experienced. The
¢ winds now freshening up, enabled us to make sail to the north-
¢ ward ; and as the weather was clear, I determined to keep
¢ close in with the coast, that no vessel might be enabled to pass
¢ between us and the shore unobserved'; but in the course of
¢ our run this and the next day we could discover no vessels of
¢ any description, or the least trace of the existence of a human
¢ being on the coast, except in one instance, when a fire was
¢ lighted in the evening in a small cove, probably by some In-
¢ dians, or persons engaged in smuggling, and intended, no
¢ doubt, as an invitation for us to land.

¢ On the morning of the 13th, we discovered that our main
¢ top-sail yard was badly sprung, and were compelled to get it
¢ down and replace it with another, which we were so fortunate
¢ as to have on board ; and on the afternoon of that day, we
¢ made the point three or four leagues to the south-west of the
¢ bay of Valparaiso, and called by the Spaniards Quaranmilla.
¢ This point, as you come from the southward, may be known
¢ by its sloping off gently towards the sea; and close to the
¢ end of it is a small rugged island, or rather large rock, about
¢ the height of a ship’s masts. About 8 P. M. I brought the
¢ point to bear N. N. E. distant about four leagues, and then
¢ hove to, with the hope of intercepting some vessel in the
¢ morning, boundrto Valparaiso, as all vessels bound there en-
¢ deavour to make this point ; but at sunrise, not discovering a
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¢ bmgotnobotmattbew:’l:rbofsixty fathoms. As we round-
¢ ed this point, I sought with my glass the city of Valparaiso, or
‘ some proofs of our:mch to it : first a long sandy beach,
¢ on the opposite side d itself to view ; next a large drove
¢ of loadeg mules, coming down the side of the mountain by a
¢ zigzag pathway ; and, inan instant afterwards, the whole town,
¢ shipping with their colours flying, and the forts, burst out asit
¢ were from behind the rocks, and we found ourselves becalm-
¢ ed under the guns of a battery prepared to fire into us. The
¢ scene presented to us was as animated and cheerful as it was
¢ sudden and unexpected ; and had I not hoisted English col-
¢ ours, [ should have been tempted to run in and anchor.” pp.
98—100.

The manners and customs of Chili are not without their pe;
culiarities, as will be shewn in the following extracts. There
is a slight account of the government and state of parties in that
remote province. It may be hoped that the emancipation of
South America will eventually be one of the advantages result-
ing to the world from the unhappy convulsions of Europe.

¢ Agreeably to the governour’s invitation, we attended his
¢ party, where we found a much larger and more brilliant as-
¢ semblage of ladies, than we could have expected in Valpa-
¢ raiso. We found much fancy and considerable taste dis‘Played
* I their dress, and many of them, with the exception of teeth,
¢ very handsome, both in person and in face ; their-complexion
¢ remarkably fine, and their manners modest and attracting.
¢ This was our first impression on entering a room, containing
¢ perhaps 200 ladies, to whom we were perfect strangers.
¢ Riinuets were introduced ; country dances followed ; and the
¢ ladies had the complaisance and patience to attempt with my
¢ officers, what they had never before seen in the country, a ¢o-
¢ tillion. The intricacies of their country-dance were too great
¢ for us to attempt ; they were greatly delighted in by those who
¢ knew them, and admitted a display of much grace. With
¢ their grace, their beauty of person and complexion, and with
¢ their modesty, we were delighted, and could almost fancy we
¢ had gotten amongst our own fair country-women ; but in one
¢ moment the illusion vanished. The ballas de ticrra, as they
- are called, commenced : they consisted of the most graceless,
* and at the same time fatiguing movements of the body and Limbs,
‘ accompanied by the most indelicate and lascivious motions,
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¢ and took up his abode en this island, built himself a miserable
¢ hut, about a inile from the landing called after him, in a val-
¢ ley containing about two arces of ground capable of cultive-
¢ tion, and perhaps the only spot on the island which affords
¢ sufficient moisture for the purpose. Here be succeeded in
¢ raising potatoes and pumpkins in considerable quantities,
¢ which he generally exchanged for rum, or sold for cash. The
¢ appearance of this man, from the accounts 1 bave received of
¢ him, was the most dreadful that can be imegined ; ragged
¢ clothes ; scarce sufficient to cover his nakedness, and covered
¢ with vermin ; his red hair and beard matted, Lis skin much
¢ burnt, from constant exposure to the sun, and so wild and
¢ savage in his manner and appearance, that be struck every
¢ one with horrour. For several years this wretched being
¢ lived by himself on this desolate spot, without any other ap-
¢ parent desire than that of procuring rum in sufficient Km-
¢ ties to keep himself intoxicated, and at such times, after an
¢ absence from his hut of several days, he would be found in 4
¢ state of perfect insensibility, rolling among the rocks of the
¢ mountains. He appeared to be reduced to the lowest grade
¢ to which human nature is capable, and seemed to have no
¢ desire beyond the tortoises and other animals of the island,
¢ except that of getting drunk. But this man, wretched and
¢ miserable as he may have appeared, was neither destitute of
¢ ambition nor incapable of undertaking an enterprise that would
¢ have appalled the heart of any other man ; nor was he devoid
¢ of the talent of rousing others to second his hardihood.

¢ He by some means became possessed of. sn- old . musket,
* and a few charges of powder and ball ; and the possession of
¢ this weapon first set into action all his ambitious plans. He
¢ felt himself strong as the sovereign of the island, and was de-
¢ sirous of: proving his strength on the first human beiag who
¢ fell in his- way, which happened to.be a negro, who was left
¢ in charge of a boat belonging to an American ship that bad
* touched there for refreshments. Patrick came down to the
¢ beach where the boat lay, armed with his musket, now be-
¢ come his constant companion, and directed the negro, in an
¢ authoritative manner to follow him, and on bis refusal snapped
** his musket at him twice, which luckily missed fire. The ne-
¢ gro, however, became intimidated, and followed him. Pat-
¢ rick now shouldered his musket, marched off before, and
‘ on his. way up the mountains exultingly informed the pegro
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¢ hauled on the beach. Their crews all went to Patrick’s ha-
¢ bitation, but neither he nor any of his people were to be
¢ found ; and after waiting until their patience was exhausted,
¢ they returned to the beach, where they found only the wreck
¢ of three of their boats, which were broken to pieces, and the
¢ fourth one missing. They succeeded, however, after much
¢ difficulty, in getting around to the bay opposite to their ships,
¢ where other boats were sent to their relief; and the com-
¢ manders of the ships, apprehensive of some other trick, saw
¢ no security except in a flight from the island, leaving Patrick
¢ and his gang in quiet possession of the boat ; but before they
¢ sailed they put a letter in a ke%‘and moored it in the bay,
¢ where it was found by a captain Randall, but not until he had
¢ sent his boat to Patrick’s landing, for the purpose of procuring
¢ refreshments ; and, as may be easily supposed, he felt no
¢ little inquietude until her return, when she brought him a let-
¢ ter from Patrick to the following purport, which was found in
¢ his hut.

¢ SIR,

¢ I have made repeated applications to captains of vessels to
¢ sell me a boat, or to take me from this place, but in every in-
¢ stance met with a refusal. An opportunity presented itself
¢ to possess myself of one, and I took advantage of it. I have
¢ been a long time endeavouring, by hard labour and suffering,
¢ to accumulate wherewith to make myself comfortable, but at
¢ different times have been robbed and maltreated, and in a late
¢ instauce by captain Paddock, whose conduct in punishing me,
¢ and robbing me of about 500 dollars, in cash gnd other arti-
¢ cles, neither agrees with the principles he professes, nor is it
¢ such as his sleek coat would lead one to expect.*

¢ On the 29th May, 1809, I sail from the enchanted island
¢ in the Black Prince, bound to the Marquesas.

¢ Do not kill the old hen; she is now sitting, and will soon
¢ have chickens. (Signed) FaruerLEss OBERLUS.

¢ Patrick arrived alone at Guyaquil in his open boat, the
¢ rest who sailed with him having perished for want of water,
¢ or, as is generally supposed, were put to death by him, oo
‘ his finding the water to grow scarce. From thence he

* ¢ Captain Paddock was of the society of friends, commonly called
quakers.’
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the English call it Sir Henry Martin’s Island, and the Freoth
Isle Baux. Now unquestionably the Americans have the best
right, if indeed there be any right at all in the cuse, to give
them a new name, and Madison’s Island reads better than Sir
Henry Martin’s, and much better than the bold, awkward,
sbrupt French pame of ILle Baur; but we decidedly prefer
the native appellation Nooaheevah, to either ; it is softer, sounds
better, is less liable to be confounded with other places, and
has more propriety in its favour. This trick of  nicknaming
every thing, so common with the nations of Europe as well as our
selves, has many inconveniences, and it is particularly vexatious
where a fine sonorous name is abolishei{ for some ordinary
one, which is already given to several places. It will at least
be going far enough to make a change when the aboriginal name
is barbarous in sound, and difficult to pronounce. .

The istand of Nooahkeevah contains eight tribes, who can -
furnish about nineteen thousand fighting men. They
different valleys, and are frequently at war with each other, but
these wars are generally bloodless, since in the quarre]l betweea
the Tayehs and the Happahs, in which the former were assist-
ed by Captain Porter, tﬁe number of killed was only five, and
this was considered a very sanguinary coantest. It would be
interesting to know what are the checks to population. The
climate is mild and serene, the inhabitants prolifick, wars are
not destructive, and there is no emigration. Yet there must
be some obstacle to the increase of the people, or the island
would bave been long since overstocked. Captain Porter
speaks of two or three small parties that at different periods
have set out to go to another island which they believe is at no
great distance from them, but the existence of which is very
uncertain, and none of the emigrants have ever been heard
from ; it is probable that they perished. Captain Porter has
given a drawing of Mouina, the chief warriour of the Tayehs,
a very fine figure most curiously tattooed. The beauty and
fancy of the lines and ornaments are very striking, and his
whole appearance strongly recalls the coats of mail formerly
worn in Kurope. The civil chief of the Tayees is thus de-
scribed. _ .

‘Soon after I had sent my present on shore, Gattanewa
¢ came on board in a boat which I had sent for him, accon:-
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their superiority to most tribes on the continent may be partly
owing to this circumstance.

Captain Porter frequently compares his situation with that of
Lord Anson, and the different losses they experienced. But
he should recollect the great superiority of ships in the present
day, the greater experience in navigation, and the various im-
provements that have been made for preserving the health of
crews, which are so salutary, that with proper precaution health
may be preserved through the longest voyage. The Essex
however was not prepared for this undertaking ; she was only
fitted out for a common cruise, and neither her crew nor her
stores were selected for a voyage round Cape Horn. Under
these circumstances, there is much praise to be given to the
skill and vigilance of her commander.

He disclaims all pretensions to fine writing, and gives his
journal to the world at the solicitation of those who had seen i,
not as the premeditated labour of a regular voyage of discovery,
but as the plain journal of a sailor, composed for his own satis-
faction. 1If it pleases the publick, he says he will put it into
the hands of some friend, to make a second edition of it more
worthy of the publick. There is more fairness than policy in
this mode of proceeding. A striking feature in the composition
of this journal, is the frankness with which it is written. The
author hus narrated every thing, and as he has not disguised
any thing, that others would have suppressed, he has laid him-
self open to those, who are disposed to judge him barshly. We
have been sufficiently interested in the perusal of this work to
wish that it might have a second edition, and be reduced to the
compass of one volume. There are many pelges in its present
state that are not interesting to the publick. There are several
passages that should be expunged. There are occasional mis-
takes in the language, that want correction, some of them are
perhaps errours of the press. For example, the word trend is
obsolete. Johnson gives the authority of Dryden for it, but it
is no better than teng, of which he supposes it to be a corrup-
tion; rig is used as a substantive ; herculian for Herculean;
bonetta for bonito, &c. &c. There are several plates that are
tolerably executed from drawings by Captain Porter. On the
whole, if he will put it into the hands of some one versed in the
mystery of book making, to correct these little faults, and strike
out the useless parts of it, the work may form a very respecta-
ble addition to our books of travels.
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¢« Go forth, my Song, upon thy venturous way ;
Go boldly forth ; nor yet thy master blame,
Who chose no for his humble lay, ]
And graced-thy numbers with no friendly name,
Whose partial zeal might smooth thy path to fame.
There was—and O! how many sorrows crowd
Into these two brief words !—there was a claim
By generous friendship given—bad fate allow’d,
It well had bid thee rank the proudest of the proud!

< All angel now—yet little less than oll,
‘While still a pilgrim in our world below!
What ’vails it us that patience to recill,
‘Which hid its own, to sooth all other wo ;
What ’vails to tell, how Virtue’s purest glow
Shone yet more lovely in a form s6 fair ;—
And least of all, what 'vails the world should know,
That one poor garland, twined to deck thy hair,
Is hung upon thy hearse, to droop and wither there {">~—C. VL.

We cannot help remarking, that the facility with which Mr.
Scott introduces the most yncouth apd barbarous Gaelick
names, and blends them with the smoothest versification, cre-
ates almost a feelng of vexation in those who often labour in
vam to produce harmonious rhymes, with common and flexible
words. Many proofs of his power in this respect may be
found in this poem. The following passages will shew the
force and beauty of his descriptions. The first paints a wild
scene near the sea shore in the Highlands, from canto third.
The others are fragments from the relation of his voyage among
the islands, from the fourth canto. The first of these describes
the magnificent cave of Fingal in the island of Staffa.

¢« Awhile their route they silent made,
As men who stalk for mountain-deer,
Till the good Bruce to Ronald said,
¢8t. Mary! what a scene is here!
I've travers’d many a mountain-strand, . -
Abroad and inr my native land,
And it has been my lot to tread - .-
Where safety more than pleasure led ;
Thus, many a waste 1've wander’d. o’er,
Clombe many a crag, cross’d many a moor,
But, by my halidome,
A scene so rude, so wild as this,
Yet s0 sublime in barrenness, d
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Ne’er did my wandering footstel.)s, press,

Where’er I happ’d to roam.’ ’—

¢ No marvel thus the Monarch spake ;
Far rarely human eye has known
A scene so stern as that dread lake,
With its dark ledge of barren stone.
Seems that primeval earthquake’s sway
Hath rent a strange and shatter’d way
Through the rude bosom of the hill,
And that each naked precipice,
Sable ravine, and dark abyss,
Tells. of the outrage still. .-
The wildest glen, but this, can show
Some touch of Naturé’s genial glow ;
On high Benmore green mosses grow,
And heath-bells bud in deep Glencoe,
And copse on Cruchan-Ben,
But here, above, aroand, below,
On mountain or in glen, :
Nor tree, nor shrub, nor plant, nor flower,
Nor aught of vegetative pewér,
The weary eye may ken, =~
For all is rocks at rendom thrown,
Black waves, bare cragd, and banks of stone,
As if were hete denred ' ’
The summer sun, the springs sweet dew,
That clothe with many a varied hue
The bleakest mountain-side.

* And wilder, forward as they wound,
Where the proud cliffs and lake profound.
Huge terraces of granite black .
Afforded rude and cumber’d track ;

For from the mountain hoar, i o
Hurl’d headlong in some night of fear,
When yell'd the wolf and fled the deer,

Loose crags had toppled o’er ;

And some, mnce-poined and balanced, lay,
Bo that a stripling arm might sway
A mass no host could raise,
In Nature’s rage at random thrown,
Yet trembling like the Druid’s stone

On its précarious base. .

The evening mists, with ceaseless change,
Now clothed the mountains’ lofty range,
Now left their foreheads bare,



280

The Lord of the Iules. [,

And round the skirts their mantle furl’d,

Or on the sable waters curl’d,

Or, on the eddying breezes whirl’d,
Dispersed in middle air.

And oft, condensed, at once they lower,

When, brief and fierce, the mountain shower
Pours like a torrent down,

And when return the sun’s glad beams,

Whiten’d with foam a thousand streams
Leap from the mountain’s crown.”—Canto IIL

“ Merrily, merrily, goes the bark
On a breeze from the northward free,
So shoots through the morning sky the lark,
Or the swan through the summer sea.
The shores of Mull on the eastward lay,
And Ulva dark and C;_)lollnay,
And all the groupe of islets gay
That g\i‘;rd fam'd Staﬁgaronml.
Then all unkntown its columns rose,
Where dark and undisturb’d repose
The cormorant had found,
And the shy seal had quigt home,
And welter’d in that wondrous dome,
Where, as to shame the temples deck’'d
By skill of earthly architect,
Nature herself, it seem’d, would raise
A Minster to her Maker’s praise !
Not for a meaner use ascend
Her columns, or her arches bend ;
Nor of a theme less solemn tells
That mighty surge that ebbs and swells,
And still, between each awful pause,
From the high vault an answer draws,
In varied tone prolong’d and high,
That mocks the organ’s melody.
Nor doth' its entrance front in vain
To old Iona’s holy fane,
That Nature’s voice might seem to say,
‘ Well hast thou done, frail Child of clay!
Thy humble powers that stately shrine
Task’d high and hard—but witness mine !’ ’—C., IV.

< Now launch’d once more, the inland sea
They furrow with fairy augury,

And steer for Arran’s isle ;
The sun, ere yet he sunk behind :
Ben-ghoil, ‘the Mountain of the Wind,’
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¢ On Gillie's hill, whobe height commands
The battle-field, fair Kdith stands,
With serf and- ‘page. nnfit for war,
To eye the conflict from afar.
0! with what doubtfal
She sees the dawning tint the sky |—
Now on the Ochils gioams the sun,
glutenlm Demayet dun; -
Is it the lark that wob shrill,
Isit thqhttomlmrly ‘hum ?
No !—distant, bwt increasing still,
The trumpet sound swells. up the hill,
With the deep murmur of the drum.
Responsive from the Scottish host,
Pipe-clang and bugle-seund were toss'd,
His breast and brow each soldier cross'd,
And started from the groond ;
Arm’d and array'd for instant fight,

Rose archer, spearman, squire and hnght,

And in the pomp of battle
The dtesd baltalia frown'd.”

'l?hhgmthmn beheld theu-ﬂtght

- : ‘Are, these,” he maid, ¢ our yeomen wight ?

- Kach braggart churl could boast before,

Twelve Scottish lives his baldrick bore ?
Fitter to plunder chase or purk,
Than make a manly foe their mark.—
Forward, each gentleman and knight !
Let gentle blood shew generous might,

- And chivalry redeem the fight '—

To rightward of the wild affray,
The geld shew'd fair and level way ;
But in mid-spate, the Bruce’s care
Had bored the groand with many a pit,
With turf and brushwoed hidden yet,
That form'd a ghastly snare.
Rushing, ten thousand horsemen came,
With speiirs-in rest, and hearts on flame,
That panted for the shock !

" With blazing cresfs and bahimers spread,

And trumpet-clang and clamour dread,

The wide plain thundér’d to their tread

As far as Sterling roek.
Down ! downin headlong overthrow, :
 Horseman and ‘Norse, the foromost go,
- "Wild loundetig off’ ﬁvﬁehi'

[ody
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Meteorological Journals.

MAY, 1815.

Total of rain and snow reduced to water, 2.30.

May 28, Thermometer up to 86° at 6 P, M.

[ hy,
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" MAY, 1815.

Mean temperature deduced from three observations each day - - 52.39°

ditto maxima of heat and cold - - - 4894
Mean pressure of the atmosphere - - -  20.78in.
Greatest monthly range of barometer - - - 64
Snow reduced to water and rain - - - 1.80

* Halo about sun, at 12 o’clock.
1 Halo about sun, 11 o’clock, 45° diameter.
1 Halo about sun, 11 o’clock, 45° diameter. :
A.%‘Thll day, 19th May, about four inches snow fell between 7 o’'clock,

and 12: some part of it remained till the following morning.
{| Thunder. .

Thunder.

.
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KEPT AT ALBANY, BY DR. JONATHAN EIGHTS.

APRIL, 1815.

Remittent Fevers, Rheumatisms, Gout,
Intermittents. .

Vou. I. No. 2. 37
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MAY, 1815.
Thermeom. Barometer. Winds.
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and intermittent fevers, measles, gout, catarrhs,
fevers were attended with a
nails, being highly coloured—Typ

number of cases.

muc backward.
May 19, rain and thunder.

o

eat suffusion
oid symptoms

May has been uncommonly cold and wet.—Vegetation
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MISCELLANEOUS AND LITERARY INTELLIGENCE.

OFFICERS OF THE
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES.
Elected at their annual meeting, May 30, 1815.

Epwarp H. Horvoke, M. D. President.
Jonn T, Kirkranp, D.D. L.LD. Vice President.

COUNSELLORS. .
Hon. George Cabot, Aaron Dexter, M.D.
Rev. John Lathrop, D.D. Hon. Thomas Dawes,
Caleb Gagnett, Esq. Rev. Heory Ware, D.D,
Hon. John Davis, L.LD. Charles Bulfinch, Esq.
Rev. James Freeman, D.D. Wm, D. Peck, Professor
. Natural History.
John Farrar, Prof. Math. Recording Secretary.
Hon. Josiah Quincy, Corresponding Secretary.
Thomas L. Winthrop, Esq. Treasurer.
John C. Warren, M.D. Vice Treasurer.
Rev. Dr. Lathrop, Librarian.
John Gorham, M.D. Cabinet Keeper.

COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATIONS.

Rev. Dr. Kirkland. Rev. Dr. Freeman.
- Hon. Nathaniel Bowditch, Esq.  Prof. Willard.
Prof. Farrar. . .

The Linnzan Society of Massachusetts had their first quar-
terly meeting at the Athenzum, in June ; when an introductory
address was delivered to the members by the Hon. Judge Davis,
which we have a hope may be published in the next number of
this journal. This society, which has been very recently organ-
ized, has already made a considerable progress in collecting a
cabinet of specimens in the different departments of Natural
History ; and their institution will hereafter be a splendid and
valuable addition to our scientifick establishments.

The Massachusetts Bible Society have made their annual
report in June, by which it appears, that they have distributed,
in the course of the year, 2296 Bibles and 532 Testaments ; that
the receipts of the year, including the balance from last year of
$2333,63, are $5377,12; that their expenditures are short of
this sum $1631,49, which is a balancc remaining in the. treas-
urer’s hands.
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Weres & LiLiy, Boston, have just published,

The Lord of the Isles, a poem, by Walter Scott, clegantly
printed ; price in extra boards one dollar.

An Essay on the Character and Practical Writings of Saint
Paul, by Hannah More, two volumes in one, extra boards,
price §t.

Edinburgh Review for November, 1814 ; being No. 47, price
to subscribers §1 25. Edinburgh Review, volume sixth, price
to subscribers $2 50.

A Letter to the Rev. S. Thacher, on the Aspersions con-
tained in a late number of the Panoplist, on the Ministers of
Boston and the vicinity, by Wm. E. Channing, Minister of the
Church of Christ in Federal-street, Boston, second edition, price
20 cents sewed, $§1 50 per dozen.

Latin Classicks, vols 5 and 6, of the works of Cicero; con-
sisting of Orations.

They have in press, and will be ready in a few days, Disci-
pline, a novel: by the author of Self Control; in two volumes
12mo. Also, Memoirs of the De Castro family. :

WiLiam Prumer, Jun. of Epping, N. H. is preparing for pub-
lication, a History of the late war between the United States
and Great-Britain. Inreviewing the causes of the war, an ac-
count will be given of the most important controversies and ne-
gotiations, which have taken place between England and this
country from the peace of 1783 to the war of 1812, accompa-
nied by such notices of French aggressions as seem necessarily
connected with the principal subject. Particular attention will
also be bestowed on the effects of the war, on the state of
parties, and the civil institutions of the United States; on the
internal condition of the country, its commerce, arts, and manu-
factures ; and on the probable influence of the late contest on
the future relations of the two countries.” )

Four Histories of the late war, besides that of Mr. Plumer’s
in New-Hampshire, are advertised to be published. Some of
them with plates. One in Philadelphia in 4 vols. ; one in New-
York ; one at Cayuga, state of New-York ; and one in Kentucky.

In a short time will be ready for the press, Travels through
New-England and New-York.

In this work observations will be made concerning the Topo-
graphy, Soil, Climate, Agriculture, Natural and Artificial Pro-
ductions, Manufactures, Commerce, Learning, Manners, Morals,
Government, and Religion, of these countries ; the character of
the aborigines ; the first Colonists, and the present Inhabitants,
will be exhibited ; and remarks will be made concerning the
accounts given of these countries, by European travellers.
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The journies, whence these observations have been principal-
ly derived, have been made through most parts of both coun-
tries, and have occupied more than two years.

A work of this kind both for ourselves, as well as for foreigners,
has long been wanting. We have no good descriptive work or
our own country. Those who travel in it for amusement, or in-
struction, are obliged to grope their way without any guide, either
to the natural beauties, the remarkable productions, or historical
anecdotes, a knowledge of which affords such great assistance,
and so much increases the pleasure.of the traveller. Sucha
work is a desideratum. The publick, when they are informed,
as we have been, that the author is the Rev. Dr. Dwight, Pre-
sident of Yale College, whose reputation has been too long es-
tablished, to require any thing more than the mention of his
name, will expect its publication with impatience.

Memoirs of John Howard Payne, the American Roscius;
with criticisms on his acting in America, England, and Ireland,
published in March—price 6s.

The Memoirs and confessions of Captain Thomas Ashe, au-
thor of the Spirit of the Book, Travels in America, &c. are pre-
paring for the press. This Captain Ashe and Sergeant Cobbet,
are the two principal authorities for all the libels published in
England against the United States. The memoirs and confes-
sions, if sincere, of a professed libeller, might be of some use.

In London and its suburbs, there were in the year 1814,
20,170 children christened, and 19,783 persons buried. Of these,
1343 were between 70 and 80—592 between 80 and 90—88 be-
tween 90 and 100—and 5 from 100 to 111 years of age. The
number executed in London was seventeen.

The Russian Government has fixed on three depots for the
importation of books : the cities of Riga and Revel, and by land,
the town of Redeziwilow. Very féw books are allowed to pass
direct to Petersburgh, and French works especially are examined
with great strictness. '

Mr. Swartz has published at Leipsic, the History of Education,
from the most ancient times to the present day. ‘He begins by
treating of education among the Indians, the Egyptians, the Per-
sians, the Babylonians, the Arabs, Phenicians, Carthaginians,
Phrygians and Lydians. The second period, which the writer
calls the classick period, begins with the Hebrews, and passes on
to the Greeks and Romans. The history of education among
christians is divided into several periods ; the spread of educa-
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tion—the methods—-the objects—have all acquired additional
conscquence in the estimation of the judicious.

The members of the French Institute, whose names were last
year expunged, are Napoleon Bonaparte, Lucien Bonaparte,
Joseph Bonaparte, Guyton de Morveau, Carnot, Monge, Cam-
baceres, Merlin, Raderer, Garat, Sieyes, Lakanal, Gregoire,
Cardinal Maury, and David the painter.

Mr. Olbers of Bremen, one of the most assiduoys and success-
ful observers in Europe, discovered a comet near the constellation
of Perseus. It can only be seen with the best telescopes. At
55 miputes after 10 o’clock, it had 49° 7’ of right ascension, and
320 7' north declination. The 7th of March, at 40 minutes past 7,
the right ascension was 49° 22, and the north declination 32° 22'.
Thus it advances slowly towards the constellation of Perseus in
a north-east direction.

The Arch Duke Charles of Austria has composed a history
of the Campaigns of 1796, which is announced for publication
in the Vienna papers.

Lucien Bonaparte, in one of the notes to his poem on Charle-
magne, has announced his intention to publish a second epick at
some future time, the title of which is to be the Cirneide, from
Cirnos, the Greek name of Corsica. ‘'The final expulsion of the
Saracens from that island, with descriptions of the manners of
the islanders, forms the subject. 'This poem, the author tells us,
is intended to bear that relation to Charlemagge, which the Iliad
bears to the Odyssey, as it will be in some mcasure connected
with it ; Isolier, one of the subordinate characters in Charle-
magne, being its hero.

Encrisu Newsrarers. By a return made to the House of Com-
mons from the Post-Office, it appears, that in 1814, the number of
Daily papers sent to the Colonies was 129,503. charge £.12 14s.

do. to the Continent ~ 215,762. charge from 1.12to 1.14 6s.

Number of foreign papers imported was 62,301 from France,
4368 from the Netherlands, 3744 from Germany 5304 from all
other parts. The number of newspapers despatched from the
general Post-Office to different parts of England, Scotland and
Ireland, for three months in 1814 and 1815, as follows :

Daily Morning. Daily Eve. Alternate Days. Wkly.
Feb. March, April, 1814. 16,537 290,259 98,378 81,201
Nov. Dec. 1814, Jan. 1815. 17,765 212,639 90,016 74,120.
The result is #n increase of the Daily Morning Papers of 1229,
and a decrease in three months of all the others, of 94,228. From
this it would appear, that there are few things more affected by
war than newspapers.
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OBITUARY.

DEATHS OF REMARKABLE PERSONS AT HOME.

I New-Hampshire. In Bern, the widow Sarah Beebe, in the 100th
year of her age.

In Massachusetts. At Plymouth, Hon. William Watson, aged 85. He
held various important civil offices at different periods, and through a long
life was a most respectable citizen. In Havérﬁill, Dr. Nathaniel Salton-
stall, aged 69. He was descended of one of the oldest families in New-
England. Never ambitious of publick, he practised all the duties and
charities of private life, and die(f beloved and respected. At Gay-Head,
Mrs. Skiff, ?ed 100 years and nine months. In Boston, Samuel Torrey,
Esq. aged 57, a respectable merchant. James Ivers Esq. aged 88 years,a
worthy citizen. In Alfred, Dr. John Hulbert, aged Bsg afn Stockbridge,
Colonel E. Williams ; both these venerable citizens were greatly respected.
In Williamstown, Hon. Daniel Dewey, aged 48, lately a mem{er of Con-
gress, and one of the Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachu-
setts. In Salem, George Crowninshield, Esq. aged 81.

In Rhode-Island. In Providencey Hon. Jabez Bowen, aged 76, for many
years Chancellor of Brown University.

In New-Jersey. At New-Brunswick, Hon. Robert Morris, aged 71, Dis-
trict Judge of the District of New-Jersey. *

In Pcn%mnia. In Philadelphia, %rigadier General Jonathan Will-
iams, aged 64, born in Boston. e was for many years at the head of the
corps of Engineers, a vice-President of the American Philosophical Society,
and recently elected a Member of Congress. General Francis Gurney,
eminent for patriotism, services and virtues. Thomas Willing Francis,
Esq. aged 48, an eminent merchant. In Lancaster, Rev. Henry Muhlen-
burg, D.D. aged 63, a distinguished scientifick character.

In Maryland. Houn. Jobn Hanson Thomas, a very active and distin-
guished politician. General Roger Nelson, a patriot of the revolution, and
a member of Congress. -

In Virginia. Hon. Matthew Clay, Member of Congress.

In Lousiana. General F. L. Claiborne.

. DEATHS BY VIOLENCE.

hIn New-Hampshire. In Dover, James Varney, suicide, by cutting his
throat. .

In Massachusetts. In Boston, F. Oberhart, a German confectioner,
murdered in his shop between the hours of rine and ten in the evening.
The gerpetrntors have not been discovered. A proclamation has been
issued by the Governour, offering a reward of two hundred dollars for de-
tection of the murderers. ’ :

In Maine. Mrs. Adams, wife of the High Sheriff of the county of Lin-
coln, was murdered in her own house in the middle of the day. Her
husband was suspected of having committed this shocking crime, was ar-
rested, has been tried and acquitted.

In Connecticut. In Reading, Mr. A. Nichols, suicide, by hanging him-
self with his garter

In Vermont. In Plattsburgh, Andrew Toy, a soldier, killed accidentally
while playmﬁ with bayonets with one of his'comrades. In Waltham, ncar
Middlebury, Isaac Hobbs, aged 73, was murdered by his son-in-law, Selab



206 Obituary. [July,

Hickox. It issnid, that a family quarrel had long existed ; on the day of
his death, Mr. Hobbs was at the house of Hickox, a contest arose, he was
ordered out of the house, was followed by Hickox, and beaten by him with
a club, so that he died. A jury of inquest pronounced a verdict of wilful
m ‘rder. Hickox has been arrested.

In Pennsyloaniu. At Philadelphia, a young man named Emanuel Causx,
shot himuelg

In Maryland, Colonel Jarvis Spencer, assassinated by interposing to save
the life of a friend.

In Virginia. At Norfolk, an under-sheriff, killed by a negro, whom he
was conveying to prison. -

In North-Carolina, Bela W. Strong, Esq. killed in a duel.

In South-Carolina. 1n Charlestun, Drﬂ)avid Ramsay, aged 81, shotin
the street by an insane person. Doctor Ramsay was the most distinguish-
ed literary character of the Southern States, aud has published several
valuuble works. In the same city, a Jew Broker, lmmedP Devallers, killed
in a quarrol with his brother-in-law, by a stroke from an umbrella stick.

" Captain E. Dick, of the United States 18th regiment, killed in a duel with
Captain Hampton of the 43d regiment.

In Georgia, Robert Bessent, Esq. on his way to 8t. Mary’e, was robbed
and murdered by six Spaniards. He had with bim in money and bonds,
about 150,000 dollars, belonging to thg United “tates. One of the assassins
was shot in the attempt to apprechend him. Two men have been taken up
on suspicion. .

DEATHS OF REMARKABLE PERSONS ABROAD.

In England. Mis. Abington, a celebrated Actress, at the age of 76. She
had retired from the stage many dyears since. Mauny of the principal char-
acters in the best modern comedies, were originally played by her. Sir
Willium Shirley, Bart. aged 43, grandson of a former governour of Massa-
chusetts—the title is extinct.

In Scotland. John Davies aged 108. He walked once every week till
his death, six miles. Licutenant General Sir Jumes Stuart, wlio won the
battle of Maida. William™ Harrison, Esq. F. R. 8. aged 83. Lady Mary
Fitzgerald, aged 90. Her death was occasioned by her clothes “having
accidentally caught fire.  Captain R. H. Baudin, aged 83, the last remain-
ing officer of the battle of Quebec, in which Wolfe was killed.

At Paris. The celebrated chemist, M. Parmentier, Lieutenant General
Count de Serras.

At Vienna. M. Scavinger, one of the best chemists in Germany. He
Yost his life in preparing some Prussia acid, which he spilt on his arm.

In Switzerland. Dr. Mesmer, aged 81, the High Priest of Animal Mag-
netism. At Presburg, aged 82, the Princess Dowager of Lorraine.

At -Fenice. 'The Austrian General de Chasteller, stavbed by a Venetian
lady in a fit of jealousy.
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to concede whatever is ¢ indifferent ;’ he is the stubborz
gdvocate of the most violent intolerance and relentless per-
secution. 'The work however is extremely curious, as the
production of a scholar and a man of talents at so early 2
period of our history, and as affording many inferences re-
specting the state of society at that time. The author was
Vathuniel Ward, born at Haverhill, in England, in 1570,

the son of a clergyman of the established church. He re-
ceived a degree of Master of Arts at Cambridge in 1595.
He first studied law, travelled over several countries of the
Continent.. He studied under Pareus at Heidelberg, and
there caught the principles of Calvinism, which proved
afterwards to be of the most violent sort. He came to this
country in 1634, and remained here some years, and was
for a short period settled as a preacher at Ipswich, called
Aggawam by the Indians. He returned to England in
1647, and settled at Sheffield, where he died.*

The following extracts will give an idea of his principles
and style. :

¢My heart hath naturally detested foure things: The
¢ standing of the Apocryphain the Bible ; Forrainers dwell-
¢ing in my Countrey, to crowd our native Subjects into
¢the corners of the Earth; Alchymized coines; Tolera-
¢ tions of divers Religions, or of one Religion in segregant
¢shapes: He that willingly assents to the last, if he exam-
¢ines his heart by day-light, his conscience will tell him, he
¢ig either an Athiest, or an Heretique, or an Hypocrite, or
¢at best a captive (o some lust: polypiety is the greatest
¢impiety in the world. True Religion is Ignis probationis,
¢which doth congregare homogenea & segregare hetero-
‘genea.’

¢ An easie head may soon demonstrate ; that the premen-
¢ tioned Planters, by Tolerating all Religions, had immazed
¢ themselves in the most intolerable confusions and inextri-
¢ cable thraldoms the world ever heard of. I am perswaded
¢ the Devill himselfe was never willing with their proceedings,
¢ for feare it would breake his wind and wits to attend sucha
¢ Province. I speake it seriously according to my meaning.
¢How all Religions should enjoy their lberty, Iustice its

. ®In the Monthly Anthology for May, 1809, under the article Retrospective Revien,
there is a particalar account of Ward, and his works.

4 This probably allades to Rhode Island.
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¢knows, that Common-wealths cost as much the making as
¢ Crownes; and if they bee well made, would yet outsell
¢ an illfashioned Crown, in any Market overt, even in Smith-
¢ field, if they could be well vouched. But Preces &
¢ Lachryme, are the peoples weapons : so are Swords and
¢ Pistols, when God and Parliaments bid them Arme,
¢ Prayers and Teares are good weapons for them that have
¢ nothing but knees and eyes ; but most men are made with
¢ teeth and nailes; onely they must neither scratch for
¢ Liberties, nor bite Prerngatives, till they have wept and
¢ prayed as God would have them. If Subjects must fight
¢ for their Kings against other Kingdomes, when their Kings
¢ will ; I know no reason, but they may fight against their
¢ Kings for their own Kingdomes, when Parliaments say
¢ they may and must: but Parliaments must not say they
¢ must, till God sayes they may.’

His address to the King, towards whom he was very bit-
ter, is bold and insulting, though he professes great loyalty
and reverence; The following is one of the concluding
paragraphs of the address.

¢ Sir you may now please to discover your Selfe where
¢ you please ; I trust I have not indangered you : I predume
¢ your Eare-guard will keep farre enough from you what
¢ ever 1 have said: be it so, I have discharged my duty, let
¢ them look to theirs. If my tongue should reach your
¢ eares, which I little hope for; Let it be once said; the
¢ great King of great Drilaine, tooke advise of a simple
¢ Cobler, yet such a Cobler, as will not exchange either his
¢ blood or his pride, with any Shoo-maker or Tanner in
¢ your Realme, nor with any of your late Bishops which
¢ have flattered you thus in peeces: J would not speake
¢ thus in the ears of the world, through the mouth of the
¢ Presse for all the plunder your plunderers have pillaged ;
¢ were it not somewhat tp abate your Rayall indignation
¢ toward a loyall Subject; a Subject whose heart hath
¢ beene long carbonadoed, des veniam verbo, in flames of
¢ affection towards you. Your Majesty knows or may
¢ know, time was, when I did, or would have done youa
¢ better peece of service, then all your Troopes and Regi-
¢ ments are now doing. Should J hear any Gentleman that
¢ follows you, of my yeares, say hee loves you better than
¢ 1, if it were lawfull, I would sweare by my Sword, he said
¢ morc than his sword would make good.’
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¢ egge 1o be in it in all hast, what ever it be, I look at her
¢ as the very gizzard of a trifle, the product of a quarter of
¢a cypher, the epitome of no thing, fitter to be kickt, ¥
¢ shee were of a kickable substance, than either henoured
¢ or humoured.

¢ To speak moderately, I truly confesse, it is beyond
¢ the kin of my understanding to conceive, how those
¢ women should have any true grace, or valuable vertue,
¢ that have so little wit, as to disfigure themselves with such
¢ exotick garbes, as not only dismantles their native lovely
¢ lustre, but transclouts them into gant bar-geese, ill-shapes-
¢ shotten-shell-fish, Egyptian Hyeroglyphicks, or at the
¢ best into French flurts of the pastery, which a proper
¢ English woman should scorne with her heeles: it is no
¢ marvell they weare drailes, on the hinder part of their
¢ heads, baving nothing as it seems in the fore-part, buta
¢few Squirrills braines, to help them frisk from one ill-
¢ favor’d fashion to another.

¢ These whimm® Crown'd shees, these fashion-fansying wits,
Are empty thin brain'd shells, and fidling Kits.’

He afterwards mentions a very important fact, that there
‘were ‘five or six who practised these fashions in our
¢ Colony :” and aiso mecntions that ¢being a solitary wid-
¢ dower almost twelve years,” he had sometimes thought of
going to Kngland for a wife, but had ¢no heart for the
¢ voyage least their nauseous shapes and the sea should
¢ work too sorely upon my stomack.’

The following is a remarkable proof of the purity of man-
ners in the early state of the Colony.

‘I would my skill would serve also, as well as my heart,
¢ {o translate Prince Rupert, for his Queen-mothers sake,
¢ Eliz: a second. Mismeane me not. I have had him in mine
¢ armes when he was younger, I wish I had him there now :
¢ if I mistake not, hce promised then to be a good Prince,
¢ but I doubt he hath forgot it: if I thought he would not
¢ be angry with me, I would pray hard to his Maker, to
¢ make him a right Roundhead, a wise-hearted Palatine, a
¢ thankfull man to the English ; to forgive all his sinnes, and
¢ at length to save his soule, notwithstanding all his God-
¢ damne mee’s: yet I may doe him wrong, I am not certaine
¢ hee useth that oath; I wish no man else would. I dare
¢ say the Devills dare not. I thank God I have lived in3
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passing two years in America returned to England. He
appears to have had much zeal in his labours, and at the
end of his book is a list of ten sermons or controversial
tracts, that he published during his mission, which seems
to have been mainly directed against the Quakers. From
his account there were many more congregations of them,
than now exist; and this might naturally have been inferred,
because, all sects were then occupied in persecuting them =
they were then turbulent, fanaticaE and increasing ; enjoying
now, in common with others, perfect toleration and equality,
their peculiarities hardly prevent their decrease, and they
are now the most quiet, as they always were among the most
useful citizens. Keith himself had been a Quaker, had recant-
ed, and joined the church of England, from whose patronage
he obtained a Rectorate. It was a proof of exquisite
judgment that he should have been selected to annoy the .
Quakers, to whom he was particularly obnoxious, not only
for his dereliction of their principles, but on account of a
money transaction, relating to a bequest made to their poor,
of which it seems they were defrauded, though Keith no
doubt was innocent. He meddled but little with other sects,
yet as might be expegted, he could not pass through Boston,
_in those days, without some skirmishing. This took place
between him and Increase Mather and Rev. Mr. Willard,
in which one or two pamphlets were exchanged. In page
2, he says, in speaking of an attack began by him, answered
by Mr. Mather, and replied to by Keith: ¢ This I bhad
¢ printed at New-York, the printer at Boston not daring to
¢ print it, least he should give offence to the independent
¢preachers there.’—Tempora utantur. In page 36 he
gives an anecdote of himself that has quite a generick cha-
racter. He was exposed to some danger in crossing a ferry
to Rhode Island, during a storm, when the boat he was in was
relieved by the exertions of John Burden, a Quaker.  After
being brought safe on shore, he offered money to the Quaker’s
men, which he would not allow them to accept; he then,
¢thanked him very kindly for his help in our great danger,
¢and said to him, John, ye have been the means under Ged
- ¢ to save our natural life, suffer me to be a means under God
¢ to save your soul, by good information to bring you out of
¢ your dangerous errours. He replied, George, save thy own.
“soul, I have no need of thy help ; then, said I, I will pray
¢ for your conversion ; he replied, the prayers of the wick-
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language with a nation, totally unlike it.in almost every rela-
tion ; and in the second, delights more in the acquisition of
foreign literaturc, than in a laborious independent exertion
of its own intellettual powers.

Unhappily, so enslaving are these influences, that it is
hardly to be hoped, that we shall ever make our language
conform to our situation, our intellcctual vigour and erigi
nality. But is it true, that a nation of real spirit and charac-
ter will for ever consent to copy, even though it does not
get rid of the language it inherited ? would not what we have
already accomplished in literature be thought well for a
young people, if we wrote in our onn tongue ? Is it not the
fact, that when we write we are regarded as Englishmen,
and are required to do as well as if we lived in England 7—
With these inquiries we have at present no concern, our
object is rather the causes why we have done no more.

The remotest germs of literature are the native pecu-
liarities of the country in which it is to spring. These are
diversified beyond all estimation, by the climate, and the
various other circumstances which produce them.—Next to
these are the social institutions, into which the various tribes
of intellectual beings resolve themselves, for certain speci-
fick objects. 'Then follow the relations which issue from
these, which constitute the moral, religious, and peolitical
states, together with all the other various objects of history.
All the circumstances now mentioned as the elements of
literature, arc essentially peculiar to every nation. And
we accordingly find states, even bordering on each other,
and the subjects at times of the same government, exhibit-
ing striking peculiarities in their literary character. It will
not refute this remark, to poiut to a celebrated modern poet
of Scotland, and ask how he has done so much with a lan-
guage similar to that, nay the same with that, of a sister
Kingdom. DMr. Scott has given us a mere translation of his
national dialect, and has most happily rendered native beau-
ties of idiom, aud even national peculiarities, by another
language. But his works do not form the smallest part of
the Scotch literature. We laok for that in the verses of
Allan Ramsay, and in the far sweeter ones of Robert Burns.
These authors are essentially original. They not only
§!ve us manners, which are but practical, intellectual opera-
tions, but give them to us in the language, that was made for
them, and which only can give them their true form and
pressure.
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fion of ease,* if I may so say, a receptacle in the first place
of men who had in view by emigration any thing but a lite-
rary speculation, their descendants will have nothing less
at heart than the cultivation of their language, and other
nations will hardly look to them for literary originality.—
The peculiarities of character of his ancestors will mare o¢
less tincture the descendant, and if they depended om
others for their language, he will be very willing to look to
the same source for his literature. If he should presume
to write, however, and endeavour to convey the sentiments
and emotions which peculiar circumstances have given
birth to in his heart, if he should attempt the still harder
task of description, how incapable would foreigners to his
country and his home, be, to judge of the truth of his feel-
ings or descriptions ; and though i his own countrymen the
language might excite kindred feelings, to his transatlantick
brethren, how little would there be in his labours to admire,
but the American language, and the American literature?

In matters of science, and especially in those of the. fine
arts, the new country may even excel the old. By the
pursuit of the first, they improve their physical condition,
and original genius may find in the labours of his ow:&n-
cil, a language which all nations understand, and which
none has been daring enough to monopolize as the peculiar
vehicle of its own genius. In science, and more especially
in the fine arts, America has done its part for the world
If 1 loved their excellence in these pursuits half as much
a8 KEnglishmen, or rather English reviewers despise our
literary attainments, I would pay a passing compliment to
the venerable President of the Academy, and hunt fora
sentence of eulogy for the memory of Dr. Franklin.

In nothing perhaps can we so little pride ourselves, on
account of our ancestry, as for its entails on our literature.
And in the Babel of the revolution, which gave us a differ-
ent moral and political existence, it is for our literature
most heartily to be lamentcd, that we had not found a con-
fusion of tongues. We might to this day have wanted 2
grammar, and a dictionary ; but our descendants would
have made for themselves a literature. Any man at all

* This allusion may not be perfectly familiar to every reader in this country. Ia
Great Britain, as the parishes increase, so that the original parish church will not
contain all the parishioners, new chapels are erected, connected with the arigiml
parish church, and these are called Chapels of ease. Ed.
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man established faith, gave rise to remarkable character, and
their language could alone embody it. The genuine pa-
triotism which the political institutions of this country might
have produced, ang even with the aid of the English lan-
guage, might have lent its aid to the rise of literature
among us, has been lost in a servile dependence on foreign
politicians for political creeds, and the liberality with
which nature has ornamented our native scenery, has been
unnoticed in a love for the mere descriptions of foreign po-
etry. That we are not destitute of tEe materials for the
poet, may be gained from what Mr. Campbell has done with
them. His Gertrude only affords us the mournful reflection
of regret, that a foreigner can do as much with all that
is J)eculiar now left us, as one of our own countrymen,
and that he has done more than we have any good reason
to expect from them.

There is something peculiarly opposed to literary origi
nality, in the colonial existence which was unfortunate-
ly so long the condition of America. This is mentioned
incidentally under the head of the importance of a peculiar
language to national literature. This circumstance preclud-
ed the possibility of our posseasing such a langnage. All
that can be expected from such a colony, made up of all’
sorts of materials, speaking not only the dialects of the
original language, but the different languages of the three
different nations from which it sprung, is to preserve a pu-
Tity in one of them. It imust first choose one, then
guard it from even the least corruption to which it would be
remarkably liable. It must be for ever jealous to prevent
and put down, that adaptation of new terms for new objects,
and especially for the new ideas, that different scenes and
new relations might give rise to. It must wait for all im-
provements from abroad, acquire a literary tone from the
mother country, and like the civil jurisprudence of India,
should it be as original in literature as that may be in crime,
it must wait for a decision on its merits or demerits, from
the higher authorities of London. Farther, asa colony, it
would never be supposed capable of altering or improving
its literature, any more than its political or religious systems.
When did England look to the West-Indies for any thing
but its sugars, or to Canada for any thing but its furs.

If it should happen, that a mind of superiour capability
should find its birth in such a country, the very character
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found genuine originality. Its beauties are most of them
to be traced to its peculiarities. We are delighted with
what appears its haughty independence, although we fecl
conscious at the same time it has never been submitted by
its authors to the test of comparison. They have not
advanced far enough in the diplomacy of letters to hazarda
competition with neighbouring tribes. They are most per-
fectly contented with their language, and if it may be %0
called, their literary condition. That this remark is cor-
rect I will hazard the following anecdote. A Lancastrian
school was established in one of the English provinces in
this country, whose benevolent object it was, to im|
the intellectual condition of the neighbouring Indians. One
Indian submitted for a few hours to the task of being taught
writing. His rude efforts were applauded, and he was asked
if he would return to the school the next day. His
swer is remarkable, and highly characteristick. ¢How
much will you pay me for coming.” This anecdote is not
introduced with a view to show tbat the Indian was fearful
of the debilitating effects of an English education on his na-
tional literature, but to shew with what perfect contentment
he reposed in the knowledge of that which was. peculialy
his own. The length to which this discussion has already
extended compels the writer to bring it to.a close ; and this
without entering more fully than has already been done, on
what was considered the second cause of the barrenness of
¢ American literature, viz. the dependence of Americans on
English literature, and their consequent negligence of the
exertion of their own intellectual powers.

-

FOR THE NORTH-AMERICAN JOURNAL.

I~ the last number some account was given of the Linnzan
Society recently established in this town. This institution
has commenced with considerable ardour, and their cabinet,
in different branches of Natural History, contains many
valuable articles. At the first anniversary meeting an ad-
dress was delivered to the members by the Honourable
Judge Davis, whose zeal in the cause of science, is only
limited by the arduous duties of his important station. A
wish to draw the notice of the publick towards this society,
whose object and efforts so well merit their applause and
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This limitation of the science is not to be regretted. To
those who would aspire to a more extended range, we may
repeat a precept which may be found rot less pertinentm
philosophy than in agriculture.

Laudato ingentia rura,
Exiguum colito.

The judicious naturalist acknowledges the wisdom and
propriety of the injunctions by which he is conﬁn.ed,md
which separate his labours from those of the chemist, the
natural philosopher, the shysician, the anatomist, the metal
lurgist, the artificer, and the cultivator. In his acknow-
ledged department he finds abundant materials for employ-
ment, and is content with his legitiinate survey of the three
kingdoms of nature, though it should be merely auxiliary
to speculations of a higher grade, or such as are more
specially applicable to human wants, convenience, or enjoy-
ment. In reality, however, as is justly observed by M.
Haiiy, ¢ All the sciences having reference to nature, cop-
¢ atitute but one science, which we have subdivided so that
¢ different minds may decide between them the different
¢ branches of studies, and each pursue, to its utmost extent,
¢ that which becomes the subject of its choice. We are
¢ not to be surprised, therefore, if it should occur that many
¢sciences meet in the same truth, as that there is none,
¢ which is not attached to others, in points of contact more
¢ or less npumerous.’

Collecting the views and objects of this society from its
constitution and its letter to the corresponding and honorary
members, we infer its dedication to natural history in the
limited sense which has been suggested, having in view the
research of all that we are able to discover of bodies, imme-
diately, with a view to their classification, and ¢more
¢ particularly for the purpose of assembling and determining
¢specimens in the different departments of the science.’

If, gentlemen, in the prosecution of your laudable pur-
poses, you should confine yourselves to these limits, you
will still have performed a most useful service to your
country, and to the whole scientifick community wherever
dispersed.

The utility and necessity of methodical and systematical
arrangement would seem to be apparent, for any considera-
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amiss {0 observe, that we should proceed cautiously, and
with great deliberation and reserve. The duplicate speci-
mens, with which your collection will probably be furnished,
will enable you to test the merit of different modes of clas
sification.

Our country, Gentlemen, owes much to the elder cont:
nent. The cultivators of natural science, in EEurope, have,
indeed, derived rich and valued treasures from these
western regions : but it has, generally, been by the instru-
mentality of travellers from among themselves. Fairly
considered, however, the setllers of the American wilds
have little with which to reproach themselves in regard
to those pursuits by which man is elevated and ennobled:
They have not been mere hewers of wood and drawers o
water, nor have they indulged in inglorious ease, volupts-
ously to enjoy, without mental exertion, the abumdance
which a happy soil and climate have presented. 'The es-
sential rudiments of education, useful arts, commerce, agri
culture, military and naval skill, religion and laws, all in-
teresting objects in the economy of nations, have, it must
be acknowledged, uniformly commanded attention from the
first settlement of the country. :

It would be a laudable pride, if it should exist, now to en-
gage in pursuits, not perhaps so essential, but evidently
useful, ornamental, and improving, with a zeal which would
indicate a hope and expectation of success. Your insti-
tution, probably, is in a degree, prompted by considerations
of this sort ; or rather perhaps, you have unconsciously, by
vour establishment, developed a germ, which our country
is prepared to nourish and support, and which we would
ho‘re is not doomed merely to blossom and decay. The
industry and perseverance, manifested by the immediate
members since the establishment of the society are highly
laudable ; and the success which has attended their exer
tions, evinced by the respectable state of the cabinet, au-
thorizes a pleasing expectation of its future prosperity, and
advancement. The organization of the society and the
rules it has prescribed, appear to have been judiciously
conceived, and the experiment has, hitherto, tended fo
assure us that the institution is happily adapted to excite
and reward attention, and to keep alive that active interest
relative to its peculiar objects, which alone can ensure or
promise a progressive improvement.
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The immediate members of the society are pledged to
much assiduity.  Their industry, taste, perseverance and
skill must be continually exercised in forming, arranging, and

reserving the collection’ which they are ambitious to esta-

lish. 1In the infant state of the society, they seem unwilling
it should be supposed, that they consider themselves as
conferring honour by the invitations which they have given
to many respectable gentlemen to be more remotely con-
nected with the institation. They ask for the attention of
those associates to the plan and to the pursuits of the soci-
ety : they ask and hope to obtain, as circumstances may
permit, their friendly encouragement and co-operation.
In this interesting walk, you will not, gentlemen, be dis-
couraged by slight impediments or objections. We may
meet with persons, who view a pursuit of this description
as frivolous, and will ask, what is its use ? If the object we
pursue be really of no use and be merely taken up as
pastime, it would, indeed, be unworthy any systematick
attention, and must be expected to be abandoned when
the trifle should cease to please ; but we apprehend, that
the employments sanctioned and promoted by this associa-
tion are not of this trivial and ephemeral character. We
should be authorized to make this inference from the many
great and distinguished minds, which such inquiries have
not ceased to interest during a long and honourable life.
It would not be difficult, however, to repel the suggestion
from a consideration of the science itself, and of its views
and objects. The question cui bono ? is of vague import.
To answer it intelligibly we must first determine what is
to be understood by use. By the ancients, it would
appear, every thing was considered applicable to the use
of man either as food or as medicine, and the plant or the
animal which was not found adapted to either of those
purposes was disregarded.* The objector will admit an
extension of the list, and if we can assure him that the
objects of pursuit are applicable to the arts, or any of the
usual purposes in human economy, he will acknowledge, that
they are deserving of our attention and study. The list of

® Omnia corpora vel in alimenfum vel in medicinam creata esse arbitrati sunt ve-
teres, adeo ut circa utilitatem corporum naturalium semper quereretur, num utilia
esent esu, vel num morbum quendam profligarent vel etiam, quot virtutibus medicis
hoe vel illud gauderet P Et a1 queedam planta aut animal qu ad hzccee preedica-
menta referri nequiret, illud ut inutile Bnquebatur. [Gillibert, Fund. Botanica. Cui
-Bone P . C. Gedner.] :

" Vol. 1. No. 3. 41
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uses, even thus extended, may be considered as too gross
and limited, and the philosopher will be tempted to adopt
the reply which is recorded in one of the academical {rea-
tises of Linnzus, to have been given by an electrician toa
man of rank who observed his experiments, and coldly ask-
ed, the use. It is the very question, said the philosopher,
pul to me, the other day, by Hendrick, the dry-salter.
The naturalist has the satisfaction of knowing, that very
many of the objects of his attention are immediately, or me-
diately, useful to man, in the popular acceptation of the
phrase ; and in regard to the residue, thoug{; their appli-
cation to human use, as generally understood, may not be
clearly manifested, still he is persuaded, that their place in
the system is of wise ordination, and that there is an use,
though he be not yet indulged with a knowledge of it.
The ideas of use, which were cherished by the ancients,
led, probably, to luxurious and voluptuous refinements,
and to an excessive augmentation of the list of medicines.
Of this the writings of Pliny furnish abundant evidence.
Very few of the prescriptions which he records have stood
the test of experiment, or are sanctioned by modern prac-
tice; and the uses, medical or economical, of a great pro-
portion of the vegetable and insect tribes remain to be as-
certained. It should be observed, however, that as society
advances, and knowledge increases, new uses of natural ob-
jects may be expected to appear. But there is a moral
use in this fair creation, which can never be overlooked, and
every member of it, however minute, or apparently mean,
tends to promote this noble purpose, and to contribute to
that beauty and harmony, by which the spirit of man is re-
freshed, soothed, and elevated, and beholds a present deity,
while he surveys and contemplates the rich and varied
scenery of pature. There are satisfactions of this character
arising fromn an enlightened study of the various structures
and properties of natural objects which abundantly satisfy
the naturalist of the worth and value of his pursuits, though
it may be difficult to make this impalpable ground of recom-
mendation, altogether comprehensible to those, who indulge
no such associations. ¢To the sensualist and the sordid,’
says one  to the frivolous votary of fashion, the volume of
nature is hermetically sealed. To the virtuous mind it ex-
hibits such displays of wisdom, power, and happiness as
can only be exceeded by an emancipation from the shackles
of the thick veil of mortality.” Considerations of this er-
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by mistaken apprehecnsions or misrepresentations. ¢ Fall
‘well 1 know,’ says Pliny, in one of his striking passages,
¢ that I shall have but small thanks of many, for the peins
¢ which 1 have taken in composing this history of the world,
‘and of Nafture’s works: nay I amn assured that I am by
¢ some ridiculed, for spending my time in what are consider-
¢ ed such frivolous occupations. But I bave this consolation,
¢in these immense labours, that if I am despised, Nafure
¢ hersclf is my associate in the contempt, which is cast upon
‘me.’ \We should be unjust, however, to our age and
country, if we should entertain any serious or uncomforta-
ble apprehensions on this head. Individual devotion to
these pursuits is, indeed, somewhat exposed to animadver-
sion. It may become excessive, or it may be misdirected.
An association such as we have now formed, has the double
tendency to secure a wise and dignified course, such s
shall acquire the publick approbation, and to confer encour-
agement and support, under unmerited censure, ridicule ar-
reproach. Such areception, however, is not apprehended.
The time, indeed, scems to have arrived, when the reputa-
tion of the country would appear to be somewhat interested
in cxhibiting among ourselves some furthcr advances ina
scicnce, which has so long engaged the zealous attention
of enlightened men in other parts of the world. Some few
have indeed arisen in our country, who have been honoura-
ble and applauded labourers, in this department of science.
Such were Bartram and Colden, (I speak of those who are
departed) and I have .seen a catalogue of more than mine
hundred articles collected by Governour Winthrop, of
Connecticut, in early times, and sent to the Royal Society.
The venerable Muhlenburg, whose multiplied labours in
one department of natural history, have gained him merited
houour both at home and abroad, we must now, with deep
regret, place upon the list of departed worthies.

Spargite humum foliis
Pastores—.

While the musick of the groves is turncd to melancholy
at the untimely death of Wilson, the amiable and intelligent
historian of the feathered tribe. OQur literary societies,
have given occasional attention to natural history, and
several recent establishments in different states, manifest a
spirit which, it may be hoped, will give to our country the
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says he, in reference to his projected establishment, ¢ what
¢ hinders but that they may procure, as oft as shall be
¢ needful, the helpful experiences of hunters, fowlers, fisher-
¢ men, shepherds, gardeners, apothecaries ; and in the other
¢ gciences, architccts, engineers, mariners, anatomists, who
¢ doubtless would be ready, some for reward and some to
¢ favour such a hopeful seminary ?’ It should be mentioned,
among the advantages of the location, that there is an easy
access to the many valuable works on Natural History in
the libraries of the institutions in the town and vicinity.
The Bosion Athenaum is richly furnished, in this icu-
lar, with works scarce and valuable, and which weuld be of
difficult procurement to any individual. There is reason to
believe that a connexion of the society with the Athenseum
may be formed to mutual satisfaction, and with great utility.
May we not hope also, that the youth in our university may
be induced by the influences of this institution, and those who

atronize it, to avail themselves more generally of the
tindred establishment, with which that seminary has been
liberally endowed. It was originated and furthered by the
enlightened zeal of one whom we delight {o remember, and
who united a strong and disinterested love of natural
science with steady application to business, and to the
important duties of his station. Milton would give to his
pupils such a real tincture of natural knowledge as they
should never forget. He would familiarize them with Cato,
Varro and Columilla, as well as the more elegant classicks.
¢ Then also,’ he adds, ¢ those poets which are now counted
¢ most hard, will be both facile and pleasant, Orpheus, He-
¢ siod, Theocritus, Aratus, Nicander, Oppian, Dionysius,
¢ Lucretius, Manilius, and the rural part of Virgil.” By a
competent acquaintance with this science, it may be added,
the writings of intelligent travellers and voyagers, acquire
augmented interest. He who should himself become a
traveller will find manifest advantages from an extensive
acquainiance with natural objects, especially those apper-
taining to his own country, and be a more intelligent and
welcome guest among the best informed men in the regions
which he may visit. Need I add, that these pursuits are
peculiarly favourable to health and mental elasticity. No
men have been more prompted to that activity and enter-
prise so favourable to strength and energy, than many
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distinguished naturalists. The writings, inculcations and
example of Linnaus excited a spirit of inquiry and research,
which led to many laborious journeys and voyages, in every
direction, by many of his ardent and enterprising disciples.
Ternstrom lgroceeded to India, Montinus to Lapland, Has-
gypt and Palestine, Thoren to Malabar and
Surat, Osbeck to China and Java, Loefling to Spain,
Kzhler to Italy, Rolander fo Surinam and St. Eustatia, and
Martin to Spitzbergen. To this country came Peter Kalm,
and the treasures, with which he réturned, were a source of
pure and lively satisfaction both to the preceptor and the
pupil.* Be induced, my friends, to emulate such exam-
Eles by an ardent prosecution of the science to which you
ave manifested an attachment. Much, it may be hoped,
may be accomplished without an injurious interference with
employments and engagements of more commanding obliga-
tion. We are in the midst of a community, who will not,
it is presumed, permit disinterested pursuits of this descrip-
tion to languish for want of the requisite encouragement.
Great is the influence of a metropelis. That, in which
your institution is located, is distinguished for a spirit uni-
formly favourable to improvement and to every useful
acquisition. The characters and views of many who have
active influence in that metropolis and its vicinity may be
misrepresented ; but they are pure and generous. Their
thoughts and deeds are for the best good of man in his va-
rious relations. Yet there are men, to whom the mild and
salubrious air which we enjoy, seems te be irritating or op-
pressive, and who appear to regard with strange disgust
the spirit which actuates our “cherished guides and instruc-
tors, and predominates in our principal institutions.t
It is one of the characteristicks of the scienee, to which
this institution is devoted, that its employments have a ten-

# Kalm returned from Canada, loaded with a very considerable collection of plants,
of every one of which Linnaus got specimens.

Linneus was ill with the gout when Kalm came home ; however he got up and
recovered, through pleasure at the sight of the plants. Maton’s Linnazus, p. 544.

4 These remarks were prompted by an injurious attack, in a number of the
Panoplist, which had then just appeared, ou the majority of the clergy in Boston
and its vicinity, on the University at Cambridge, on the President of that institution,
and, generally, on the whole class of kiberal christians, o denominated by the Pano-

list writer. An expression of sensibility, at that rude assault, may be thought to have
geen impertinent to the subject of this address, and to the occasion. Il it be a trans-
gression, however, it will find an excuse with men of generons minds, who wiil
consider hardly any opportunity unseasonable for manifesting disapyrobation of the
sentiments and style ;? a calumnious publicatien.
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c]gncy to promote the benevolent affections. No root of
bitterness, we are persuaded, will ever be found in the wil
which we cultivate. ¢ As some men gaze with admiratien,
says the Vicar of Wakefield, ¢ at the colour of a tulip, and
others are smitten with the wing of a butterfly, so I am, by
nature, an admirer of happy human faces.” We will mot
dispute with the Vicar, and his good taste is unquestions-
ble; but there is reason to believe that happy human faces
are as frequently found among the admirers of the tulip
and the butterfly, as in pursuits of a more imposing character,
and as genuine a relish for all the charities of life. Such,
though nothing great or splendid should be accomslilhed,
will be the valued fruit of your pursuits ; perhaps also, the
condition of our country, may be meliorated and improved
by a mild and salutary alterative to mitigate and correct
its ‘?revalent asperities.

roceed, my friends, in your new and cherished career
with alacrity and hope, and may the pure enjoyment of lib-
eral and enlightened minds, devoted to useful and honour
able pursuit, constantly accompany and reward your I
bours.

FOR THE NORTH AMERICAN JOURNAL.

THERE is at the Boston Athenzum, a work in four thick
. oclavo volumes, entitled Biographie moderne, on Diction-
naire Biographique de tons les hommes morts et virans,
qui ont marque a la per du 18 siecle, &c. &c. second edi-
tion, printed at Breslau in 1806. 'This Biographical Dic-
tionary contains some curious articles; a few American
names are selected for translation, from which some opinion
may be formed of the correctness and value of this work :—

Apanes, (Sir John,) one of the founders of the Ameri-
can republick, was a schoolmaster before that revolution.
Being made Vice President of Congress in 1789, he se-
conded Washington in avoiding the rupture which the
French party wished to provoke with England. While
ambassadour of his government to that power, in 1792, he
published his defence of the American Constitutions. Be-
coming, by general Washington’s retiring in March, 1797,
President of the United States, he ordered a general fast,
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1803, in the 82d year of his age; he was at that epoch still
governour of Boston.

Frawgiin, (William.) The life of his father, Benjs-
min Franklin, who died in 1790, may be found in all bic-
graphical works, and we therefore feel ourselves dispensed
from giving it ; but we must manifest our astonishment, that
none of these historians have ever given about his son Wil-
liam, those details, which would have aided in deciding on
his own political conduct. William Franklin was bornat
Philadelphia in 1736, and was brought ug with the greatest
care. e had a share in his youth, in the astonishing dis-
covery of lightning rods, which immortalized his father.
He was made an officer at an early age in a provincial re-
giment, and attained to the rank of captain. e afterwards
accompanied his father to England, visited every thing that
was curious in that country, and was presented to lords
Bute and Halifax. He was made governour of New Jer-
sey, and held that important post, when the colonies placed*
themselves in a state of insurrection, against the mother
country. He followed in these delicate circumstances, the
line marked out to him by gratitude and duty, as the agent of
the English ministry. He remained faithful to it in the
midst of the general disaffection, and in spite of the solici-
tations and example of his father, who till then had shewn
him much affection, but who had not the same motives for
remaining faithful to England. William was arrested and
confined many months in a prison. He could not get back
to England {ill peace had confirmed the independence of
America, when he obtained a moderate pension, on which
he still lives. Governour Franklin was twice married ; his
first wi.e died near him during his confinement, without his
being able to see her; he had a son by her who isin
France ; his other wife was an Irish woman.

HamiLTon, a major in the service of the United States.
of America. He was arrested early in December, 1793,
by order of Congress, who ordered that he should be tried
as guilty of high treason, for having accepted from Gepet,
envoy of France, a commission 1o raise 5000 men in the
United States destined to serve the French against Eng-
land. In 1792 a decree of the National Assembly confer-
red upon him the title of French citizen. In 1804 he was
killed in a duel by colonel Burr.

Jay, (J.) of Sainte-Foix, administrator of the Gironde,
deputy of that department to the legislature, and after-
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parted without ceremony for America, to render an account
to his government of the state of things, and left his two
colleagues at Paris.

Another MarsHALL, of the preceding family, has distin-
guished himself in England by his knowledge of agricul
ture, and has published an interesting work, in which he
treats svpara(eYy of the state of cultivation in the most fer-
tile counties of England. .

PiNckNEY, a citizen of the United States of America,
possessing a high diplomatick representation in his country,
was one of the commissioners sent to England in 1794, to
arrange the disputes that had arisen with that power. He
remained in quality of minister plenipotentiary, and at the
end of 1795 made a journey into Spain, to regulate the in-
terests of his country respecting Florida. In May 1796 be
retired from his embassy in England; but in 1797, he wis
sent {o the French Republick, and was one of the three
commissioners, who commenced with that power a negotia-
tion that was soon broken up, by the demands of money, that
were made by the Directory. He went afterwards in qual-
ity of Minister from his government to the court of Magrid.
In the month of October, 1802, he quitted his residence to
go into Italy, as superintendant general of the American
Consulates. e continued to exercise these functions
in 1805.

Dravrox, secretary of the government of New York.
The general assembly of that city had him arrested the
5th of December, 1793, and ordered him to be proceeded
against for high treason, for having recruited in the United
States to form a corps, destined to assist the French against
the English.

T'o shew that this misrepresentation, and absurdity is not
confincd to Americans, the following account of M. Giraud
the late French Consul in this town is selected. It is only
necessary to remark, that the whole of it is false except the
first two sentences.

Giraup (M. A. A.) a deputy from the department of the
Charente Inférieure to the National Convention, voted for
the detention of Liouis X V1. After the 27th of July, 1794,
he presented a plan for the suppression of the law of the
maximum. He afterwards occupied himself with the sub-
jects of publick education, and the importation and circula-
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TO THE EDITOR.
Bir,

I ApDREES you on a subject which causes some incon-
‘venience here, and probably, the same difficulty exists in
other parts of the l};ited States; this is the irregularity and
diversity of time. There is no common standard, and
every district is regulated by a clock of its own. The
difference between the time in Boston, and the villages
wbout it, is always considerable, and in some instances it
varies upwards of half an hour. There is generally this
difference at least between Salem and Boston ; this oftea
interferes with appointments in business, and in certain
circumstances a criminal might be able to prove an alibi
on this very ground. Informer times, dials were commeon in
every town ; and there are few towns or villages in E
without them. I know but of one exposed to the publick
in this part of the country, which is the vertical dial on the
east end of the Old State House in Boston, but this is so
much defaced, that it is almost useless. It would be a great
convenience to many persons; if every cily and village had
a horizontal dial in some publick, central situation. The
clocks and watches might then all be regulated by this, and
time would have a common regulator. The period is not
very remote when a watch was a rare machine, the hours
were then noted by the dial and the hour-glass, now there
is hardly any man, young or old, rich or poor, who does
not own a watch of some kind ; some of which are about
the same use to the possessor, when the value of his time
is considered, that a parasol is to a lady of colour, whose
complexions are often guarded with this contrivance. The
expense would be trifling to provide a dial for each town,
and much convenience would result from their introduction.

Boston. Yours, O TEMPORA!

TO TilE EDITOR.

IR,

I sExD you some account of the works now going on at
the Lead mine in Southampton ; and also of the Basaltick
Columns in South Hadley, which may serve to call the
attention of the publick to two objects well worth visiting.
There are persons living in the vicinity who can and ought






336 Lead Mine. [Sept.

compound rocks disentegrate on exposure to the atmo-
sphere, so as 1o appear much like course sand.

In the progress of the work several interesting fossils
have been found. Very good specimens of sulphate of
barytes have occasionally been obtained. At about three
Hundred feet from the mouth, a small vein of coal was dis-
covered nearly at right angles with the level. The coil
was not very combustible, and was strongly impregnated with
sulphur. hether it will ever be an object to pursue it
is perhaps doubtful. Nearly a hundred feet farther on, is
a vein of slate, about six inches thick, extending horizon-
tally across the passage, and rising gradually as it advances,
until it goes out at the roof. The slate is very soft and
disentegrates slowly, on exposure to the weather.

This level has already been the labour of about four
years ; and it will probably take at least two more, to
reach the vein. The nature of it necessarily limits the
number of workmen to four or five ; and the rock is so hard
that it can be worked only by drilling and blasting. A
day’s labour, with all the hands, advances the work only

f a foot. The bottom of it, is covered with water to the
depth of two feet ; except a few rods at the extremity,
where it is kept back by a dam, in order to accommodate
the workmen, on which a boat plies to transport the stone,
workmen, visiters, &c. The water is supplied and renew-
ed, by trickling down the roof and sides, and by a small
streamn which runs down the perpendicular shaft.

To a stranger the passage into the earth is peculiarly
striking. You seat yourself in a flat bottomed boat, with
two or three lamps in it—your boatman sitting forward,
with a short pole in his hands, with which he pushes you
along by propping it alternately, from side to side, against the
grojecﬁ,ons in the walls. Till you have passed the tim-

ered walls, your posture is very much constrained by the
lowness of the roof. You may then sit at your ease, occa-
sionally nodding your head, however, to avoid a projecting
rock. The boatman sings a tune, which resounds through
the cavern in a manner indescribably beautiful. As you
approach the shaft, the resounding of the water-fall power-
fully impresses your imagination, with the idea of an immense
cataract. Having passed this (which falls at the side, only
giving you a very slight sprinkling) as you draw towards the
end of the cavern, the total darkness, except the feeble light
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which proceeds from your dim lamps, the thickness of the
atmosphere, the sound of the workmen’s hammers, and the
sulphureous smell of the gunpowder, might well have fur-
nished the poets with new images for their descents to
Avernus. After viewing the works, and conversing with
the workmen, who are very civil, you return in the same
way you entered, and will be apt to feel no slight pleasure
at again beholding the cheering beams of the sun.

BASALTICK COLUMNS.

On the west side of Mount Holyoke,* three miles from
Northampton, is a series of basaltick columns, in some
measure like those of the celebrated Giant’s Causeway, in

_Ireland. They form the side of the mountain for a distance
of ten or twelve rods, and vary in height from sixty to more
than a hundred feet. Their course inclines a little from the
perpendicular, sloping gently towards the mountain.

hese pillars are uniformly hexagonal prisms, varying in
regularity, their sides being from eight to thirty inches
wide. The diameters of the different prisms are from two
to four feet. In some parts, several ranges of columnsap-
pear to have been broken away ; for the hill below seems
composed almost entirely of their fragments. The forms of
the fragments bear no direct resemblance to the original
columns, but are mostly small rhomboidal prisms, with
irregular terminations.

~ In one place for a length of about twenty feet, ten
distinct ranges of columns may be seen projecting above,
attached by their sides to the ranges within, whose lower
portions are gone, while corresponding stumps (i they may
be so called) are visible among the rubbish below. Four
of these projecting ranges are only about fifteen feet above

# Mount Holyoke is a part of a range of mountains, that extends from the vicinity
of New-Haven, in a north-easterly direction, into Massachusetts, and crosses Con-
pecticut River between Easthampton and South-Hadiey, when it takes the name
above-mentioned. Nearly opposite Northampton, there is a high peak of this moun-
tain, which commands a very extensive view of the surrounding country, and is &
very frequent and fashionable resort for parties of pleasure and curiosity.

It is to be obgerved, that the measures and distances mentioned in the above article,
are not given from actual measurement, but from the judgment of the writer. Being
only on a short visit to that part of the country, he regrets that it was not in his
power to collect materials for a more complete account of that imteresting object of
ouriosity.

Vol. I. No. 3. 43
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the tops of their stumps ; and there is one column of which
a space of only a foot in length is broken out. 'The lower
extremities of the upper portions are uniformly comvez,
and the upper ends of the lower portions as uniformly cox-
cave ; so that if it were possible to suppose they might
slide down from their attachmeuts, they appear as if they
might fit pretty exactly.

This part of the mountain is covered with trees and
shrubs, wherever thcre is room between the rocks fora
tree to grow.

FOR THE NORTH-AMERICAN JOURNAL.

Edinburgh, 1814.

Manvy of the bootmakers, tailors, and others of the usefal
and elegant arts in Edinburgh have on their signs, ¢from’
such a street, London;’ all which, in my humble opinion,
proves much better than the best marshaller of syllogisma
could do in ten tomes, that in respect to fashion, Edinburgh
is a tributary province of the south. This is precisely,
however, what was secen in London seventy or eighty years
ago, when the oracle of the ¢ supreme bon ton” was
at Paris, by the consent of all the nations of Europe; and
to this day, I am told, there is still to be seen in some ob-
scure part of Liondon, one of these signs, which probably,
in the beginning of the last century, had considerable influ-
ence at the lady mayores’s ball ; it is, Juan Baptista some-
body de rue de Richelieu @ Paris, tient magasin de cor-
beilles de marriage, de Baplémes, eau de Perse pour
teindre les cheveux en noir, lait Arabigne pour les tackes
de rousseur, eau de Venus pour oter les rides, gratelangues,
&c. all in French, which, no doubt, according to the well
known proverb often made the perfumer’s chattels pass
¢pro magnifico.” And often have the wise sojourners
under * Bow bell stopt and stared at this unknown writing
on the wall, and, shrewd as they are at diving into the
secrefs of nature, without once suspecting the mystical
charms which the words contained. But it is not the boot-
makers alone who condescend to ‘boo to the great map

* Bow Church is a large church in Cheapside, and, properly king, all those
who live within the sound of the bell, are the genuine original neys ; this there-
fore is classical ground.  But from the contagious fascination of their manners, this
elegant tribe have already spread itself far and wide, into other quarters and othes

eitice.
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and chivalrous gallantry and loyalty, for which, many of the
Highland families were so distinguished during the middle of
the last century. But I believe that the last of the Stuarts
has seldom the honour of having his health drunk, or a short
ejaculation whispered to heaven for his safety, except when
the goodness of {he claret raises the blood of these highland
gentlemen, to within a few degrees of fevér heat. But the
prejudices of the reformation have fixed an unpopular name
upon the Stuarts, with the lowland Scotch :—particularly
the catholick part of the family.—The animosity of the
Presbyterians against Mary was, as you recollect, even
unto death, as a great part of the nation with Knox at
their head, thought that she deserved capital punishment
for murder and adultery. And the lectures and sermons
of the reformer himself against this unforiunate princess,
were none of the miidest, or most abounding in christian
charity. Besides want of gallantry to Mary, which ought
really to be forgiven only in a man whose heart was
bent upon martyrdom, some of those accomplished round-
heads in Scotland have wherewithal to reproach their con-
sciences, and to hatc the Stuarts for having betrayed a
descendant of that princess. ¢ He would not take the
covenant,” they said, ¢and therefore it became not the
body 1o concern themselves about his fortunes,” though
they took precious good heed to concern themselves about
the 400,000/. which they received from the English parlia-
ment for delivering up king Charles. It is, however, only
in mint and anise that the Scotch pay tribute to the
Euglish ; in the shape of their garments or arrangement of
their routs. But in the weightier matters of the law, in
attachment to their . country, in correct conduct and good
education, no unprejudiced person, I should think, would
call them inferiour. 'To begin with their literature : There
is certainly a considerable difference between the learned
men of Scotland and those of England ; the Scotch attend
more to practical learning, to what will be most useful
in the world ; the English, on the contrary, seem to place
a higher value upon great skil§ in classical literature. You
see these indefatigable Scotch tugging with a labouring
oar over metaphysicks, politicks, and at length bringing out
very complete and satisfactory books on such difficult
subjects. While the English, with a different taste, and
with less regard to worldly distinction, practise and apply
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rights and liberties, and there are very few prosecutions for
libel against the government, in which Mr. Brougham does
not appear as principal counsel for the defendant. Mr.
Brougham is now about 39, a tall slender man, with a re-
markable Pitt nose, and a very intelligent face, of uncommon
good address, and soon satisfies a stranger that he has both
talents and manners.—He has never been married, and has
now rooms in the Temple. His reviews in the Edinburgh
Review are principally on politicks and political economy.

Sir James Mackintosh was also, early distinguished by
his writings ; and his Vindiciz Gallica has, 1 believe, al-
ways been thought the best answer ever made to Mr.
Burke’s French Revolution. Under Mr. Pitt’s administra-
tion he (then Mr. Mackintosh) was sent out to India as a
judge ; this was thought to be a slight stain upon his escutch-
eon, as he was at the time sworn into the Scotch Whig
Club. Be that as it may, he was knighted there, came
home two or thrce years since, and has shown, beth in
publick and private, that he has not forgotten his former

litical attachments. The most remarkable thing about

im lately is, I believe, his intimacy with Madame de Stiel,
who pronounced him to be the most agreeable man she had
seen in England, and he, withall due gallantry, said some quite
as charming things about her Allemagne in the Edinburgh
Review. 1leisensaged in writing a continuation of Hume’s
history, but, being very .indolent, and remarkably fond of
socicty, in which he wonderfully shines, there are no great
hopes of its being soon finished.

Dr. Brown is an acute, ingenious philosopher, still quite
young, nice and vigilant to the closest quirk and quibble of
the science, and quite able to reign in the subtlest of the
schools, though worthy of a far better fate. At the time of
the religious controversy about Mr. Leslie, he wrote a very
ingenious and celebrated pamphlet, upon that intricate and
most repulsive subject of ¢ Cause and Effect.” Aud at the
time Mr. Stewart left the professorship of Moral Philoso-
phy in this University, he was recommended by that gen-
tleman and chosen as his successour, though his merits
alone were abundantly sufficient. Lately he has not writ-
ten, as T am told, any articles for the Review.

I know very little about Mr. Sinith, except that he isa
clergyman in a parish in Yorkshire, is a great wit, goes to
London every spring, dines in company every day, and
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harangning against Shakespeare for violating the wnities,
that as for herself, she knew nothing about the taste of Aris-
totle, and always formed her opinion from the impression
she received, and not from rules of which she was ignorant.
T'he substance of the observation of Voltaire concerning -
Shakespeare, ¢ how could a man be expected to write tra-

gedies who did not know Latin,’ is so often made, that it

would not have been worth while to mention this French

school, if several rather distinguished men did not belong

to it, such as Mr. Alisna, the author of the Essay on Taste

—DMr. McKenzie—Ds. Biown, &c. Mr. Alison, for simi-

lar reasons, admires the poetry of Mr. Rogers—it is smooth,

regular, and abounds in ¢lassical taste: and though he ad-

mits the great genius of T.ord Byron, he finds that the im-

pression on his mind is much diminished by that author’s

frequent irregularity, confusedness, and abruptness. Nowit

may be, that Mr. Alison, from having made it, as it were,2

sort of profession, to analize works of merit, has fixed in his

mind a kind of mechanical measure; just as it is said, that
the great Italian architect could never tell if the shaft of a

column was high cnough, until he had put his rule upon it.

The head of the Shakespeare school is the editor of the

Edinburgh Review, and you will see hix opinions very fully,

and ably stated and defended in the review of Ford’s

works.—

Alas! that the aunthor of ¢ The Mau of Feeling,” he that
has bathed in tears half the bright eyes in his majesty’s
dominions, should be a tax-gatherer, going about to distrzin
the chaticls of widows and orphans, and creating, in the
houest discharze of his duty, a great deal of real misery,
wlich Regina Maria Roche, with real spirit, calls valgar stoff
—that every evening we should see this man, who has
touched so gently the most delicate and pathetick feelings
oi our nature, locking up his iron cased door, and putting
the heavy key into his greasy pocket. Now if he were
locking up a cruel father, or 2 horrid black monk covered
with cowls or scowls, how much better would he figure on .
the paze of my history. Mr. McKenzie, however, isa
gentleman, and a man of real feeling; he holds an office in
the revenue depariment, and, I have no manner of doubt,
the scenes which his duty sometimes obliges him to witness,
have given his heart more real pangs, than the most tonch-
ingof his wrilings have done to one half his fair readers. I
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believe there is nothing very particular in his private his-
tory. He has now passed on to his seventieth year, is a thin
man of the middle stature, with a ruddy Scotca complex-
ion, wears a little flaxen coloured wig, and has a pretty
large family. For any thing that I know to the contrary,
his pilgrimage has never been much ruffied or gladdened
beyond the dull ¢see song’ of us common mortals—no hor-
rid slough of despondence—nor lions with red hot teeth—
his greatest changes have probably been the change of his
summer and winter wig—and his greatest migrations, as the
honest Vicar of Wakefield says, ¢have been from the
brown bed to the blue’—And, afterall, this must be the
happiest sort of life, to pitch our little tent, no matter un-
der what sun, and there always to abide, whether the wind
blows from this side or that. Diogenes had his tub, and
Madame du Deffand had her tub (fonneaw,) and that is the
great secret—As for your citizen of the world, he is, I am
inclined to believe, a pretty uncomfortable sort of gentle-
man, and really doesa good deal more of the gaping and
yawning of mankind than we are aware of.—The real fact
i3, we must belong to what Mr. Burke calls a ¢ platoon’ of
society—to some party or other, either of po?iticians‘ r
whist players—we must have something to defend, and there
must be in the newspaper a- death, or a marriage, or an ad-
vertisement, or something that concerns our side, otherwise
it is as Mr. Smith says— '

Sated with home, of wife and children tired,

The restless soul is driven abroad to roam ;

Sated abroad, all seen, yet nought admired,’

The restless soul is driven to ramble home ;

Sated with both, beneath new Drury’s dome,

The fiend Ennui awhile consents to pine,

‘There growls, and curses, like a deadly gnome,
Scorning to view fantastick Columbine,

Viewing with scorn and hate the nonsense of the Nine.

However, as for the rest, Mr. McKenzie is a very amia-
ble, excellent man, very much beloved in Lidinburgh, un-
commonly cheerful, and fond of society, and skips home
with great alacrity from his dull office every day, to enjoy
the conversation of his family and friends. ,
Mrs. Hamilton, the author of Letters on Education, &c.
is pretty much such another personage—very cheerful,
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amiable, possessing strong natural sense and highly culti-
vated. Mrs. Hamilton lives in a very pleasant manner
with her sister, Mrs. Blake, now a widow. This last lady
has a just veneration for the character of our Washington,
and as amark of her devotion, constantly wears, very pret-
tily set in a broach, a small piece of the hemlock tree
which grows over his tomb at Mount Vernon—they receive
a good deal of company, though it is principally of the lite-
rary people; and Mrs. Hamilton, like all other persons
here, is perfectly accessible to every body, properly intro-
duced.

Mr. Leslie, the present professor of Mathematicks in the
college, is one of the most extraordinary men of his time ;
he was born to the humble calling of a shepherd’s boy—
However, as he tended his flocks alone on the side of the
mountain, he had leisure for contemplation, and his talents
were made known to some gentlemen in the neighbour-
hood, by one of the accidents rather common to men of
surprising genius. He was adopted and educated, and
his course since has been equally rapid and brilliant.—
The first particular notice which tiie publick had of him,
was, I believe, at the time of his election to his present
professorship. 1 believe it is necessary that all the officers
of the University should profess a belief in the christian
relizion—now Mr. Leslie had either said or written some-
thing, which, to the zealous preshyterians, savoured of
deism.  The ¢Kirk’ was said to be in danger, and itis
very clear that civil liberty was also in danger, if the mere
accusation of deism could place an individual under the
‘ban’ of the church. A sort of publick council was then
assembled, consisting of the most distinguished of both
rarlics, by whom the fatal expression of Leslie was de-
iberately weighed and discussed. Professor Stewart, lord
Lauderdale, Mr. Playfair, and others, took a very lively
inteirest on the side of Mr. Leslie, and delivered several
celebrated speeches.—The inquiry lasted some time, and as
you recollect, Mr. Leslie was finally declared to have full
faith in the christian religion, as far as the counts in the in-
dictment went 1o prove the contrary. Mr. Leslieis a great
chemist as well as mathematician, and his uncommonly in-
teresting and ingenious experiments on heat and cold,* have
made him very favourably known both on the continent and
in this country. His great hobby, however, is his disce-
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distillations of the purple grape are seen streaming down
his face. This distinguished man is now about forty, and
considering how highly he is favoured by nature—his great |
talents and extensive information, and his uncommon and
unceasing thirst after knowledge, one certainly feels con
siderable reluctance to speak lightly of him. Butif a mm
conceals his great endowments with so little caution as utterly
to take away his personal dignity, though his wvanity may
display a simplicity rather than a weakness of character; if
he regulates his speech and actions with so little propriety,
as to be constantly saying rude and unwarrantable things,
though without being aware or intending to offend—if, in one
word, giving up the gravity of his age and situation, be is
ever interposing his own manners, and actually preventing
the world from paying him that tribute, which talents and
learning always receive—how canone be blamed, if he fail
to respect such a character, even under the diadem or the
laurel. He has been a great traveller, and is still one of
the most restless of beings. Many years since, he was a
very short time in some part of the southern states of our
republick. I never, however, heard him make any very im-
portant remark about us, except that we had no partridges,
which, I suppose, the sportsmen will say de Ss entirely
on Mr. Leslie’s idea of a partridge.—He has E::n in almost
every part of the continent, and having no family, and
hardly any associates, he usually passes his summers (when,
you know, there is no term at the college,) in making excur-
sions. 'The last time we heard of him he was in some ob-
scure house in the ‘rue Voltaire,” at Paris, quarrelling and
battling with the French chymists, and there for the pre:
sent we must leave him.—
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ORIGINAL POETRY. ’

¢THE BINE QUA NON.’

WaeN Adam was stationed in Eden’s fair bower,
The lord of the beast, of the bird and the flower,
He exclaim’d, tho’ creation my sceptre may own,
To happiness still there’s a sine qua non,

Sine qua non, sine qua non,
To happiness still there’s a sine qua non.

Then Deity pitied the creature he made,
And sent in compassion a help-mate and aid;
From Adam while sleeping, he pluck’d out a bone,

And formed of the rib the sweet sine qua non,

Sine qua non, &ec.

Oh! then laugh’d the landscape and garden areund,
And man blest with beauty, true happiness found ;
What our ancestor did all his children have done,
And moman is still the sweet sine qua non,

Sine qua nom, &c.

The parson will hammer and stammer all day,
That life’s joys are fleeting, and man is but clay,
Still, though not recorded in Mark, Luke, or John,
He sticks o his text of the sine qua non,

Sine qua non, &e.

The lawyer, who labours and sweats in his cause,
And puzzles his brain in expounding the laws,
Qu;ts the forum with joy, and, without pro or con,
F.nds a precedent pat in the sine qua non,

_Sine qua non, &e.

Oh ! tell us, ye heirs of Hippocrates’® skill, -
Ye men of the mortar, the pestle and pill,’
What drop can enerimson the cheek pale and wan,
Like the dew from the lips of the sine qua non #
- Sine qua non, &c.

The poet may sing of the charms of the lyre,
Of Helicon's fount.and Promethean fire, .

.
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Though his inusick surpasses the Mantuan swan,
Yet what is it all to the sine qua non ?
Sine qua non, &c. .

Then fill up a bumper—let’s drink to the smile,
That sorrow, misfortune, and care can beguile ;
In life’s chequer’d path may we gaily move on,
Ever cheer’d by the love of the sine que non,
Sine qua non, &c.
A SECRETARY OF THE EMBASSY.

“The following lines were sent to a friend in this comtry from Eogland, in mﬂ-
script—they have never been printed.
IMPROMPTU BY LORD BYRON,
UN A LADY'S REMARKING THE MELANCHOLY OF HiS COUNTENANCE:

Iv from the heart where sorrows sit,
Their dusky shadows mount too high,
Or on the changing aspect flit,
Or cloud the brow or dim the eye;
Heed pot the gloom, it soon will sink,
My thoughts their prison know too well,
Back to the hcart they hence will shrink,
And bleced within their silent cell.

A gentleman lately reccived from a friend in England, a letter of condolence on the
loss of a son, whose virtues and talents gave promise of the greatest excellence;
and the writer enclosed the following copy of an epitaph, receatly composed for
the monument of an interesting young woman, the only child of a man of ancient
family and largefortune, all whose hopes were blasted by her death. ‘The thought
is not new, but it is very finely expressed.

WaEN at the holy altar’s foot is giv’n,

The blushing maiden to the enamour’d youth,
Whose well tried honour, constancy and truth,
Afford the promise of an carthly heaven;

Tho’ to far distant friends and country led,
Fond parents triumph mid the tears they shed.
Shall we then grieve, that a cclestial spouse,
IIath borne this virgin treasure from our sight,
To share the blessings of eternal light,

The end of all our prayers and all our vows ?
We should rejoice, but cannot as we ought,
Great God! forgive the involuntary fault.
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¢ the awful profound of reasoning, or the gay superficies of
¢ wit that thus attracts the literati?’’ Neither ; you are tired
¢with the paradox!—CHRysanTEs has the best cook in
¢the world, the best wines; and a great house whose door
hates the thresholds.’ .

<If you find your friend covetous, hope he is inconsis-
¢tent too—he has nothing else for it.’*

¢Some men are like certain stuffs, beautiful on one side,
¢hideous on the other.’

¢ Men often prove the violence of their own prejudices,
“even by the violence with which they attack the preju-
“dices of other people.’ ‘

¢ Nothing so easy as fo keep up an established character
‘of sense by conversation, nothing so difficult as to acquire
‘one by it; atleast a conversation superiour to that which
¢keeps it up, may pot give it.’

¢The oak which is generally considered as the king of
¢ trees, is that also which arrives latest at fection ; and
¢ perhaps, in some sense, the same observation may be true
¢ with respect to mankind.’

¢Polydore and Craterus past their childhood together,
¢and received, in every respect, the same education; snd
¢yet they came into the world with opposite characters.
¢Polydore had what is called bright parts, which he neg-
¢lected to use; Craterus had what is called good solid
¢ sense, which he exerted with constant and unwearied dili-
¢ gence. Polydore had so lively a relish for pleasure, that
¢ his life was wasted in perpetual dissipation; Craterus had
¢ so much regard to the main chance, that he was never
‘seduced to idleness or irregularity, but improved such
‘talents as he had to the utmost advantage. They both
¢ obtained seats in parliament alnost as soon as they were
‘of age; and Craterus attended at the house with so much
¢ punctuality, and so assiduously applied to the subject of
¢every question, that he hecame almost a man of business
¢ the first year. But Polydore, all this while, neither knew,
¢ nor cared what was doing; he sometimes attended indeed
¢in appearance, but his mind was absent, except in some
¢sudden start of recollection, when he cursed the dull tedi-

* ¢ The meaning is, that a conduet, in every particular consistent with an avaricious
¢ principle, would include almost every vice; as a conduct, in every particular con-
¢ sistent with a generous principle, would include almost every virtue: but as this
¢ perfect consistency is never found in human actions, the world gains in one instance
* what it loses in the other.”
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¢ never learnt, but on some important one you may be sure :
* he was told of the late invention of post-chays, of their
¢ great expedition, conveniency, and cheapness, gro i

¢ one could get a fellow-traveller ; and that to effect this
¢ one need only to advertise for a post-chay compani

¢ Fogramo approved of all this, and did it: Jack Flash was
¢in a certain coffee-house near the garden, and read the
¢ advertisement ; he wanted to go to the same place at the
# same time, cash was short, he was in a hurry, so, d—n
¢ him, he wus his man. The travellers met according to
¢ appointment, a:.d after some admiration of each other, and
¢ some swearing from Jack about the horses and the tackle,
¢ Fogramo freely, and sans ceremonie, got into the chaise
¢ and placed himself commodiously in about the middle of
¢it. Jack claps one hand on the ostler’s shoulder, and the
¢ other on the top of the wheel, and brushes in after him:
¢ having but little room, he bustles and bestirs himself o
¢ few ; and Fogramo mechanically, as it were, retired into
¢ his corner. Off they go, most prodigiously fast, according
¢ to Fogramo; and according to Flash—doctors differ—s
¢ damnably slow. One began to swear, the other to groan,
¢ too politely however to be troublesome ; for however each
¢ jolt might affect Fogramo he resolved not to vent his dis-
¢ pleasure: but he began to reflect on the scheme he had
¢ undertaken, and to doubt somewhat of the charms of a
¢ post-chay, still with the utmost politeness and attention to
¢ his companion—is not that indeed regarding one’s self?
¢ Fogramo, however, who nas a rational and consequential
¢ person, had observed that the young gentleman had carried
¢ all before him, and shewn peculiar knowledge and under-
¢ standing about the chaise, horses, harness, and all their ap-
¢ purtenances, and doubted net but he was a man of the
¢ world : ¢ Captain,” says he, ¢ you seem to know the world
¢ very well.”— Yes, sir, a little, I know men a little, but
¢ nothing to my knowledge of women ; but there’s nothing
¢ in that, for to be sure there I have had some experience !”’
¢ ¢ Some experience! why sure, Caplain, you can’t have
¢ been married more than once 7’ Jack went off 8o loud and
¢ 80 very nonsensically, that Fogramo, who was a rational
f and consequential person,began to recover his original idea
¢ of Jack, and sat up very tight in his corner. Jack hummed
‘a little and fell fast asleep, a thing he had not done in the
*last twenty-four hours : his sleep was as profound, as hiy
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¢ yet the thing diverts me, I want to laugh: What a pu
¢ py !—bow to the countess too!—well faith, I shall laugh.
¢ (’Vhy you are not perfect, you cock your chin, and look
¢ about you, and affect to be agreeable,—very disagreea-
¢ bly ! depend upon it, if you don’t play the monkey befer,
¢ you will be—very ridiculous !

¢ Ha! there he is. Observe Dorimon, young Eschylus;
‘he does it with a swing!—Dorimon is something like a
¢ coxcomb ; why, he would beat you under his leg.—Yes,
¢ Dorimon, you make me laugh ; but I love to laugh with
¢ you, Dorimon. My dear Dorimon! will you sit by me?
¢ tant mienx ! Tell me then, thou happy Dog! how many
¢ this last week 7—Ha, only one countess? ay, you are dis-
¢ creet. Come, the kept mistresses, you may own them;
¢ faith I won’t divulge—Well, I’ll kee{ the secret; and
¢ really that’s a vast number for one week. Look, Eschy-
¢ lus, see how easy it sits upon him ! look at his cloaths too,
¢ they are not {00 fine, and they sit well upon him; nor is
¢ my friend afraid of rumpling them or himself. Yes, Dori-
‘ mon i8 a coxcomb! and, believe me, Eschylus, there are
¢ faults which displease even from being incomplete.’

¢You would know how a man talks, to judge of his
¢ understanding ; and yet, possibly, however great the
¢ paradox, the very contrary method might be less fallible;
¢ the knowing how he hears, might shew it you much bet-
¢ ter. There is a kind of mechanical flow belonging to a
¢ man’s conversation, which, when put in motion, goes
¢ perhaps, roundly, and ingeniously, and yet seems, some-
¢ times, less the operation of reason than habit; he may
¢ at the same time be destitute of the faculty of dividing,
¢ weighing, distinguishing, and judging : hearing then may,
¢ perhaps, be more the test of sense than speaking.

¢How stupid is young Theocles! he was with us an
¢ hour ; and whilst Cleon, the other young man his com-
¢ panion, entertained us with a great deal of sensible con-
¢ versation, he had not one word to say for himself ; he will
¢ surely make a bad figure in the world ; he can have no
¢ parts. Thus was I told by every one present, nor did I
¢ contradict it; and yet, as to myself, how differently did I
¢ think ! Theocles, I observed, did not once fail expressing
¢ in his countenance, that he understood and tasted every
¢ thing that was said ; Cleon never—he attended to nothing
¢ but what he himself uttered ; that was a superficial flow,
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‘of others? Are we sure that Shakespeare would have
¢ been the wonder he was, had he been a deep scholar 7—*

‘I lately went into a great and curious library ; and,
¢ however uncommon, these were my reflections : Behold,
¢ said I {0 myself, at once the glory and disgrace of human
¢ nature! What monuments of ingenuity and knowledge!
¢ of ingenuity employed to render errour specious, and of
¢ knowledge which has little more than these specious er-
‘ rours for its objects. How -many of these that have
¢ written on the same subject and agree, agree only because
¢ they have implicitly adopted the same opinions, which
¢ they have employed their minds net to examine but to
¢ defend ! how many of those that differ, differ only because
¢ they have adopted contrary opinions, which they also
¢ defend, without examination! Is pot far the greater part
¢ of the learned labour that surrounds me, the work of per-
¢ verted reason, of prejudicial zeal, of mercenary self-inte-
‘rest? Does not the strength of the writer’s understanding
¢ often prove the depravity of his heart? And would not
¢ the honest mind that could read and remember all the
¢ volumes that [ see, be rather bewildered than instructed,
¢ and rather doubt of all things than believe any ?’

¢O clever ! and in a man of fashion too! Gyges will quote
¢ you from Virgil and Horace, in Latin, till you stare again!
¢ —Its true, that he is aukwardly dressed ; that he lives ill;
¢ and above all, that he generally takes the false side of the
¢ question: but he will quote,—ye gods. how he will
¢ quote !’

¢ Melissat has not much common, but a great deal of un-
¢ common, or, if you will, out of the way sense. She un-
¢ derstands Latin, has written much verse, has read a good
¢ deal of history, and a great deal of metaphysicks; she is
¢ a zealous enemy of superstition and priestcraft, and holds
¢ Moses and all such people extremely cheap. Melissa

* ¢ The author does not intend by this article to_deny, that by consulting books a
¢ man may gain an intance with the sci in general, which he could never
¢ gain without them ; but he believes, with Mr. Pope, that * the proper science of
¢ mankind is man,” aud that the knowledge of man is not best acquired by what is
¢ generally called learniug.  And though he firmly believes, that Shakespeare’s
¢ excellence was owing to Eis rtudy of the living world, from which books would ne-
* cessarily have diverted his attention ; yet he is also williag to allow, that the dis-
¢ coveries of Newton depended upon his acquaintance with books, at least upon bis
¢ knowledge of principles which others had discovered; for without the principles
‘of arithmetick and geometry, which is not probable he would have discovered
¢ merely by the force of bis own thought, he could not have produced a new system
* of philesophy *

+ Mrs. M—c.
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¢ you of a lovely young queen; Flora, of her more lovely
¢ maid of honour. In Camilla you admire the decency of
¢ the Graces; in Flora, the attractive sweetness of the
¢ Loves. Artless sensibility, wild native feminine gayety,
¢ and the most tonching tenderness of soul, are the strange
¢ characteristicks of Flora. Her countenance glows with
¢ youthful heauty, which all art seems rather to diminish
¢ than increase, rather to hide than adorn; and.while Cs
¢ milla charms you with the choice of her dress, Flora en-
¢ chants you by the neglect of hers. Thus different are
¢ the beauties which nature has manifested in Camilla and
¢ Flora! Yet while she has, in this contrariety, shewn the
¢ extent of her power to please, she has also proved that
¢ truth and virtue arc always the same. Generosity and
¢ tenderness are the first principles in the minds of both
¢ favourites, and were never possessed in an higher degree
¢ than they are possessed by Flora: she is just as atientive
¢ to the interest of others, as she is negligent of her own;
¢ and though she could submit to any misfortune that could
¢ befal herself, yet she hardly knows how to bear the mis-
¢ fortunes of another. 'Thus does Flora unite the strongest
¢ sensibility and the most lively gayety, and both are ex-
¢ pressed with the most bewitching mixture in her counte-
¢nance. While Camilla inspires a reverence that keeps
¢ you at a respectful yet admiring distance, Flora excites
¢ the most ardent yet elegant desire. Camilla reminds you
¢ of the dignity of Diana, Flora of the attractive sensibility
¢ of Calisto : Camilla almost elcvates you to the sensibility
¢ of angels, Flora delights you with the loveliest idea of
¢ woman.’¥*

¢ There is, amongst friends, a neglect that is flattering,
¢ and an attention that is mortifying.’

<If you have a great deal of taste for a particular sub-
¢ ject, you may do very well with a person who has no
¢ tastc at all ; but there is no doing with one who hasa
¢ little taste for it.’

¢ Courage to think, is infinitely more rare than courage
¢ to act; and yet the danger in the first case is generally
¢ tmaginary, in the last real.’

# ¢ The author had the article of wﬁolaﬁhip in view, through all the charucter
¢ that follow it in succession, of which this is the last.’
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¢ nius’s revelling season, yon may, perhaps, meet him with
¢ his fine clothes unbuttoned, and his fine lace ruffles as
¢ black as the ground, staggering home down both sides of
¢ the street. When Sicinius sets about it, he is quite the
¢ agréable debauché. 'What he will enter upon next, I can’t
¢ say; but I expect to hear, one day or other, that he has
¢ taken orders, and is—an archbishop.’

¢ Weakness of mind is still more disgusting than vice.’

¢ Weak men often, from the very principle of their weak-
¢ ness, derive a certain susceptibility, delicacy and taste,
¢ which render them, in those particulars, much superiour
¢ to men of stronger and more consistent minds who laugh
¢at them.’ :

¢ Some men have the strange faculty of commanding an
¢ inattention to what is well worth the hearing.’

¢ A proud man never shews his pride so much as when
¢ he is civil.’

¢ Things which men call the causes of their melancholy;
¢ are, I believe, often the effects of it.’

TO THE EDITOR.
Sir, : .

I wish you would be good enough to insert the following
copy of an advertisement which lately appeared in the
New-York Gaszette, as it may render a service to an indi-
vidual, who is probably much affected by what he may con-
sider an irreparable loss. ¢ Lost a small bundle of writings,
¢ stating, what are distinguishing signs of a truly renew-
¢ ed and gracious stale. The finder, by leaving the same
sat S. Wood’s, 357, Pearl-street, shall be entitled to two
¢dollars.” The person advertising, who offers two dollars
for the recovery of these inestimable manuscripts, appears
to be deplorably ignorant of the value of similar writings.
If he should not succeed in finding these, he may, by send-
ing to Boston, obtain whole reams either printed or manu-
script, at less than half the price that these would chtBl‘:im.

Vol. 1. No. 3. _ 47



THE NORTH-AMERICAN REVIEW.,

Memoirs of the American Academy of Arts and Sci-
ences, Vol. 3d. Part 2d. pp. 333, Cambridge, Hilliard
and Melcalf.

WE sce with great pleasure that this most respectable
society is steadily pursuing its course, and we may add
vires ucquirit eundo. 'The present publication, which is
the second part of the third volume, is the most valuable
of their transactions. It contains, among other papers,
several very interesting and important astronomical and
mathematical articles, and a memoir on the present state of
the English language in the United States, which would be
sufficient in itself, to give a value to the volume. Itis
to be regretted, that there are so few chemical or min-
eralogical communications ; the very complete analysis of
the sulphate of Barytes from Hatfield, shews that this is net
from want of skill. The field of mineralogy in our country is
so rich and extensive, and has been so imperfectly explor
ed, that the society would render great service by collect-
ing accurate investigations on this branch of science. The
papers of professors Farrar, Cleveland,and Dean, prove, that
we are possessed of able astronomical observers, and men
who feel that ardour in the cause of science, which is so
honourable to a country, while we may congratulate this
society and the publick, that they possess in Mr. Bowditch
a man, who, to the greatest modesty and simplicity of man-
ners, joins such profound acquisitions in mathematicks and
astronomy, as must place him in the very first class of sci-
entifick men at the present day. We shall endeavour to
give some account of this volume, though many of the
papers, are of a description, that cannot be abbreviated or
made intelligible by an abstract.

No. XXXII. An estimate of the height, direction, velocity
and magnitude of the meteor, that exploded over Weston
in Connecticut, December 14th, 1807. With methods of
calculating observations made on such bodies. By Natha-
niel Bowditch, A.M. A.A.S. &c.
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term of the elliptical motion of the moon in her orbi,
which is about 6° 18, and that arising from the inclination
of the lunar orbit to the ecliptick, which is about 6*3¥.
By the former, the earth, viewed from the moon, would
appear to the east or west of its mean place ; and, by the
latter, it would appear to the north or south of the mem

lace. These two inequalities produce a wonderful variety,
in the apparent curves described by the earth about ity
mean place. For when the moon’s apogee, and the ascend-
ing node of the lunar orbit, are in conjunction, this apparent
motion in each lunation appears to be made nearly ina
straight line, or rather in an arch of a great circle of the
heavens, 18 degrees in length. As the apogee advancesand
the nodes recede, this line opens into an oval, and when the
apogee is 90° forward of the ascending node, the apparest
motion will be in an oval curve 12° 36' broad, from east {0
west, and 13° 18' long, from north to south, which will be
described according to the order of the 81{38' in each
lunation.  As the line of apsides advances in the orbit, this
oval contracts in width, and finally becomes a right line, or
rather a great circle, 18 degrees in length ' (nearly at right
angles to the former line or great circle) which is then de
scribed in every lunation. 'This great circle again becomes
of an oval form as the apogee advances farther in the orbit,
and when the apogee is 270° from the moon’s ascending
node, it again becomes an oval 12° 36' broad from east to
west, and 13° 18’ long from north to south ; but the motion
in this case will be contrary to the order of the signs, or
opposite to its former motion. As the apogee advances,
this oval contracts and it finally becomes a straight line, or
a great circle, when the apogee and ascending node again
coincide, and then all these motions will recommence in
the same order. The period of this cycle of motions i
but little short of six years. '

The author shows how these motions may be imitated by
a pendulum suspended from two points, on which subject
we shall hereafter have occasion to speak in our review of
the 52d article of this volume.

Nos. XXXV, XXXVI, XXXVII, XXX VIII, contain
observations of the Solar Eclipse of Sept. 17, 1811, made at
Portland, by the Rev. I. Nichols; at Bowdoin College,
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1743; Nov. 9, 1769; Nov. 12, 1782, and Nov. 9, 1789,
wcre observed.

At the end of this paper is given an explanation and
demonstration of the method of computing the altitude and
longitude of the Nonagexinal degree of the ecliptick, pub-
lished in the third edition of Mr. Bowditch’s ¢ Practical
¢ Navigator.’” This metliod is peculiarly adapted to the
case wherc more than one of the phases of the eclipse are
to be calculated, or where the operation is to be repeated
to obtain a more accurate result.

No. XL, contains observations of the eclipse of the sun
of September 17, 1811, of the variation of the maguetical
needle, and several meridian altitudes of the sun, moon, and
stars, at Deerfield, Massachusetts, by Epaphras Hoyt.

No. XLI, by Professor Farrar, contains a generl
description of the comet of 1811, and a regular series
of observations from September 6th to January 8th
During this time, according to Professor Farrar, ‘it
described an arch of 132°, as seen from the earth
The apparent motion at first was about one degree
per day ; its velocity increased, till it amounted to a lit:
tle more than one degree and three fourths per day, and
then began to decrease, and continued to decrease {ill it
disappeared ; when its daily motion, as referred to the earth,
was only about twenty minutes. It came within the circle
of perpetual apparition about the 20th of September, and
continued within it twenty days. It reached its greatest
apparent northern declination, which was fifty degrees, about
the 2d of October, and its greatest northern latitude, sixty-
three and a half degrees, about the 17th of the same month.
‘When it was first seen on the 6th of September its longi-
tude was about eighteen degrees less than that of the sun.
After continuing for some time at about the same distance, it
gained upon the sun, and the 11th of September came up
with it, and passing it arrived at its greatest elongation, fifty-
three degrees, about the 10th of November. From this time
it began to fall back with respect to the sun, and continued
to approach it with an accelerated motion, till it was at length
lost in the twilight.

The general appearance of the comet, the remarkable
form and length of the tail, as described by Professor Far-
rar, are such as every one will recollect. The account is
accompanied with a drawing not very well cxecuted. It
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of the elements of its orbit, computed by combining all
these observations. These elements are as follows :—

Perihelion distance, 1,035131, the mean distanee of the earth fres
the sun being unity. :

Time of passing the i'cn'lwh'on, September 124, 45, (0 48" mean time
at Greenwich.

Longitude of the Perikelion, counted on the orbit of the Comet 757
49"

Lougi}uda of the Ascending Node, - - - 140° 25 4.
Inclination qf the orbit to the Ecliptick, - - - 3 51
Motion retrograde.

The geocentrick longitudes and latitudes being computed
by these elements, and compared with the observatiom,
and the difference or errours being found, they satisfy the
following conditions :—The sum of the errours in longitude
and latitude for all the observations, noticing the signsis
nothing, and the same takes place by separating the obser-
vations into two nearly equal portions, including in one
portion the observations from September 6, to October, 17,
and in the other, those from October 18, to December 20.
These conditions being satisfied, the sum of all the errows’
in longitude and latitude neglecting their signs is a mini
mum, or less than it would be if any of the elements were
varied from the above values, still satisfying the first men-
tioned conditions. 'These elements were afterwards found
to agree very ncarly with those published by KEuropean
Astronomers.

No. XLIIL. Estimate of the height of the White Hills in New-Hamp-
shire, By Nathaniel Bowditch,

The White Hills are the highest mountains in New-Eng-
land. They have been estimated, by Dr. Belknap, in his
history of New-Hampshire, to be more than 10,000 feet
above the level of the sea: but by the barometrical obser-
vations of Dr. Cutler and Professor Peck, computed in this
paper, this estimate appears to be too great. 'The result
of the calculations made from these observations is, that
their height is not far from 7,000 feet above the level of the
sea,
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we thought were confined {o its influence on our own -spe-
cies. That the unfortunate Petromyson marinus should
be so affected by what passes from it, is indeed wonderful;
and the way in which it acts upon them certainly merits
investigation.

We might, g)el'hlpl, without presumption, reproach the
society, with having suffered such a curious fact to re-
main so long in their possession unheeded. Mr. Tilden’s
letter is dated in November, 1809. We think if the men-
bers were divided into different classes or committees, hav-
ing separate branches confided to their particular care, that
they would proceed with more energy and effect. If such
an arrangement were made, so curious a fact as this com-
municated by Mr. Tilden would not have remained, six
years, without further inquiry. '

No. XLVIL. On the variation of the magneticsl needle, by Nethanid
Bowditc. i

The object of this paper is to prove that the variation of
the magnetical needle in this part of the country, continues to
decrease, in the same manner as it has done since the times
of the earliest observations ; which is contrary to the opin-
ion of some of our surveyors, who have supposed that a sud-
den and very unexpected change has been observed in it,
particularly in New-York, between the years 1804 and
1807, where the variation was supposed by some persons to
have increased as much as 45 minutes, butin general they have
not taken notice of the diurnal variation, which sometimes
exceeds even that quantity. For, by the observations made
at Cambridge by Professor Sewall, in 1782, the variations
changed from 6* 21' to 7° 8 in two months, and Mr. Bow-
ditch noticed a change of 48’ in the years 1811, 1812, at
Salem. A greater difference than this will sometimes be
found by using different instruments, as appears by the
observations in this paper made in April, 1310. Indeed a
much greater difference than this was observed by the cele-
brated Cook in one of his voyages around the world, in
some observations made on shore, with several azimuth com-
passes constructed with great care and expense for his use
on that voyage.

Mr. Bowditch observed the variation at Salem at differ-
ent hours of the day, from April, 1810, to May, 1811, and
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by the mean of more than five thousand observations it was
found to be 6° 22' 35" west. Twenty-nine years before
that time it had been observed, in nearly the same place,
by the late venerable President Willard, and found to be
7° 2 W. By making an allowance of 2 for the difference of
the situations, it appears that the annual decrease is 1' 19",
which is at'nearly the usual rate observed many years ago.
For, in 1708, the variation was 9° W. which, compared
with the observations of President Willard, give nearly
the same annual decrease.

We have extracted from this article the following table
of the variation for each hour of the day, deduced from the
mean of the observations at Salem just mentioned. It
appears from this table, that the variation at 6 H. A. M.
was 6° 19' 1", it increased gradually till 2 P. M. when it was
at its maximum 6° 27’ 9, it then decreased till 10 H. P. M.
when it was 6° 20’ 38"

Hour | Mean Variation in 1810, 1811.
A. M. West
6 6 19 1~
7 .6 19 7
8 6 19 9
9 6 20 28
10 6 21 15
11 6 22 46
12 6 24 7
P. M‘
1 6 25 47
2 6 27 9
8 6 27 0
4 6 256 57
5 6 24 26
6 6 23 19
7 -6 21 55
8 6 21 11
9 6 20 54
10 6 30 38
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No. XLVIH. Description of 8 Cometarium, by Jemes Dean, A.M. k.

This instrument is desiguned for a similer use to that o
the Cometurium exghined by Ferguson in his Astromomy,
but it is superiour, because it is capable of representing any
degree of eccentricity, and being made with taothed-wheels,
it is much less liable to errour than the banded instrumeat
of Ferguson. We cannot easily describe this instrumest
witheut a scheme to refer to.

No. XLIX, is an account of an earthquake, by the Hon.
8. Tenney, that happened in November, 1810, and was
most strongly felt in New-Hampshire. It furnishes ano
ther decument for the history of earthquakes in this
country. The noise of the reports, in the present instance,
announced a more violent concussion, than the one which
actually took place. The trembling motion lasted abouta
minute. The author describes it a little in the style of a
amateur, as producing a most ¢ beautiful vibration of the
floor.’ There is no affectation in this; the earthquakes,
though they have been numerous in the eastern states,
have never yet occasioned much mischief, the horrour,
therefore, which is felt at the slightest shock, by the inha-
bitants of those countries which have been ravaged by
them, is fortunately unknown here, though it may, perhaps,
be apprehended from the shocks we have already received,
that they may be more serious at a future period.

No. L, is a communication on the same subject from
governour Sargent, giving a minute detail of the Tepeated
shocks that took place on some parts of the River Mis-
sissipi, at the close of 1811, and 1812. These were of
great violence and did much damage, they were also felt
to a great distance, though their greatest ravages were be-
tween the Natchez and the Chickasaw Bluffs. Governour
Sargent’s paper is accompanied with a meteorological diary,
and is a valuable document.

No. LI. Inthis memoir we have an abstract of.-meteoro-
logical observations taken at Cambridge from 1790 to 1813,
with abridged tables and results, giving a more complete view
of the state of the Barometer, Thermometer, winds and
weather, than is to be found respecting any other place in
this country. These tables make known to us several of the
anomalies of our climate. 'The Barometer, it seems, has a
tendency to stand higher in the morning and evening than at
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figure will be tolerated, enlarged, if not improved. It may
be assérted without extravagance, that one of the surest
indications of our being destined to give this fortunate ex-
ample, will be our preserving, the energy and beauty of
the language in all its original purity. We may, perhaps,
now presume that our imperfections are owing to the want
of care and cultivation, and not to the exhaustion of a worn
out soil. The manifest tendency, and evident progress
towards deterioration in the language in England, produced
by a variety of causes, easily discerned, should put us
more on our guard, and make us more rigid in referring all
decisions on the language of our own writers, to the stand-
ard of the great classick authors of England. Viciouws
idioms, and that jargon of language, which are invading
their literature in every direction, bave not yet reached the
highest class of productions, though the inferiour ones are
almost overrun with them. Historical and philosophical,
as well as most works in belles lettres are still pure, but the
periodical productions, particularly of the newspaper class,
the novels and romances, much of the poetry and the
drama, and generally all the lighter kinds of books, are
deeply and incurably infected. . We are exposed to the
same infection from most of its sources, but generally in 2
less degree, and from some we are almost wholly exempt.
Still we have many things to guard against, and much cor-
rection and study to endure before we arrive at those noble
heights of literature, that we may eventually reach, and
where we may, in turn, erect monuments that shall be ad-
mired by the civilized world, in the same range with those
of the classick authors of ancient and modern learning.
We perfectly agree with Mr. Pickering, that we should
pay particular aitention to the remarks of English criticks
on our productions, and carefully note all the innovations
which they may point out, and where these are useless and
awkward, as in ahnost every instance they will be, we
should denounce them without mercy. This recommenda-
tion is more necessary, because it is difficult to avoid irrita-
tion, at the indecent and unfair remarks of many of the
English journalists, with some of whom it- has become a
babit, on other subjects as well as language, to pollute their
pens when any thing American is before them, with scur-
rility and misrepresentation. Even the monstrous perver-
sions and fancies of Mr. Barlaw, which it would puzzle
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An Introductory Discourse, delivered before the Ltterl'?i
and Philosophical Society of Nen-York, on the fou
of May, 1814. By De Witt Clinton, L. L. D. Presi-
ent of the Literary and Philosophical Soci;ljy of
New-York, &c. New-York; Published by David
Longworth, at the Shakespeare Gallery. N. Von
Riper, Print. 1815, Octavo, pp. 148.

This discourse and its accompaniments occupies 148
octavo pages, closely printed with a small type; and if it
were published in the style of modern English printing,
with large types and wide spaces, would form a volume of
five hundred pages. It would require a wonderful combi-
nation of talents to do it justice, such a combination a8
we can hardly hope for, when arrived at maturity ; but
now, being in our infancy, if we were able to treat this work
according to the rules of art, it would be a labour in our
cradle, that would be ominous to all monsters hereafter.
Every subject is touched upon, literature, law, physick,
and divinity, natural history in all its ramifications, horti
culture, agriculture, legislation, and political economy.
The notes are equally miscellaneous, and embrace every
subject from Indian fables about mammoth bones, to trans-
lations of the piscatory eclogues of Sannazarius, by Dr.
Mitchell. Now if all this had proceeded from a regular
professor, we should have prepared all the weapons of
criticism, for the perpetrator ; because every man who bas
made the attempt, knows that there is little difficulty in
accumulating a confused mass of discordant materials, and
still less in supporting them by even as great a chaos of
pedantry, as was exhibited in the ¢ Pursuits of Literature;
but to condense learning in a discourse, with unity, simpli-
city, and harmony—hoc opus hic labor est. A German
toyman might carve and dress ¢ Qur Lady of Loretto:’ a
different talent was required, to produce the Venus de
Medicis. The great art is to abbreviate, polish, and refine,
not to accumulate ; which may be illustrated by 1he answer
of an eminent person in this vicinity, to one of his parish-
ioners, who complained to him, that his sermons were too

long, I know it, said he, but I have not time to make them
shorter.
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¢ first colonization of America. The discovery of this
¢ western world appears to have infused a new spirit into
¢ Europe : the imaginations of men were dazzled, with fabu-
¢ lous stories of dorados, or mountains of gold, and of foun-
¢ tains by which the human race flourished in immortal
¢ youth. In this land the god of wealth was supposed to
¢ have erected his temples, and his votaries flocked from all
¢ quarters to propitiate his blessings. When experience
¢ had sobered the distempered fancies of these adventurers,
¢ and had convinced them of their delusion, they still dis-
¢ covered that, although the precious metals were not within
¢ their grasp, yet that their cupidity could be amply grati-
¢ fied by the abundant products of thesoil. The settlement
¢ of this country was thus made with a view to the acquisi-
‘tion of wealth; knowledge was out of the question. The
¢ attachments of the emigrants, like their origin, were exotic;
¢ the land of their adoption was considered as secondary
¢ and inferior, in every respect, to the land of their nativity;
¢ and their anxious eyes were constantly directed to the
¢ period when they could return to their native soil laden
¢ with the bounties of the new world. This country was
¢ also planted at a time when the intellectual world was in-
¢ volved in cimmerian darkness. The scholastic philosophy
¢ was the reigning knowledge of the times ;—a philosophy
¢ of words and notions, conversant only in logical distinc-
¢ tions, abstractions, and subtletics ; which left real science
¢ wholly uncultivated to hunt after occult qualities, abstract
¢ notions, and objects of impertient curiosity. This sys-
¢ tem, which was founded by the commentators on Aristo-
¢ tle, who were called profound, irrefragable, and angelic
¢ doctors, corrupted every department of knowledge and
* main‘ained its supremacy for several centuries. The sta-
¢ gyrite was even considered as entitled to the honours of
¢ an evangelist; and Melancthon complains that his ethics
¢ were read to the people, instead of the gospel, in sacred
¢ assemblies. In this great serbonian bog the human mind
¢ lay ingulfed, entranced, and bewildered for ages; and the
¢ glimmering rays of light which the peripatetic philosophy
¢ shed over the world, were confined to the cloister and the
¢ college. At this period this country was first settled by
¢ the countrymen indeed of Erasinus and of Grotius; but
¢ the works of Erasmus were locked up in latin ;—Grotius
 was scarcely known, and few of our ancestors were ac-
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¢ intrigue. Thus circumstanced and thus cha.racteriscd,. B
¢ it wonderful to find them somelimes patroling .t.!le city
¢ disguised in female dress; at other times assmlm.g the
¢ representatives of the people with the most virulent
¢ abuse, and defrauding the province by the most despica-
¢ ble acts of peculation; amr at all times despising know-
¢ledge and overlooking the public prosperity ? Justice,
¢ however, requires that we should except from this cen-
¢ sure Hunfer and Burnet. Hunter was a man of wit, a
¢ correspondent of Swift, and a friend of Addison. Bur-
¢ net, the son of the celebrated bishop of Salisbury, was
¢ devoted to literature ; they were the best governors that-
¢ ever presided over the colony.
¢ The love of fame is the most active principle of our

¢ nature. 'To be honoured when living,—to be venerated
¢ when dead,—is the parent source of those writings which
¢ have illuminated,—of those actions which have benefited
¢ and dazzled mankind. All that poetry has created, that
¢ philosophy has discovered, that heroism has performed,
¢ may be principally ascribed to this exalted passion. True
¢ it is,

* When fame’s loud trump hath blown its noblest blast,

Though long the sound, the echo sleeps at last ;

And glory, Lke the phenix 'midst her fires,

Exhales her odours, blazes, and expires.”

LORD BYRON.

¢ Yet, as long as man is susceptible of sublime emotions,
¢ 80 long will he commit himself to this master feeling of a
¢ noble nature. 'What would have hecome of the sublime
¢ work of Milton, if he had written for the fifteen pounds
¢ which he received from the bookseller ; and where would
¢ have been the writings of Bacon, if he had not aspired to
¢ immortal fame? «“ My name and memory,” said this prince
¢ of philosophers in his will, ¢ I leave to foreign nations, and
¢ to my own countrymen after some time be passed over.”
¢ When with one hand he demolished the philosophy of the
¢ schools, and with the other erected a magnificent temple
¢ dedicated to truth and genuine knowledge, he was ani-
¢ mated in his progress, and cheered in his exertions by the

¢ persuasion that after ages would erect an imperishable
¢ monument to his fame.
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¢ which is essential to the promotion and encouragement of
¢ literature? Accordingly we do not find in any colony of
¢ modern times any peculiar devotion to letters, or any ex-
¢ traordinary progress in the cultivation of the human mind.
¢ The most fertile soil,—the most benign climate,—all that
¢ nature can produce and art can perfect, are incompetent
¢ to remove the benumbing effects, which a provincial and
¢ dependent position operates upon the efforts of genius.

¢ These difficulties, so embarrassing, were augmented from
¢ other causes. The population of this colony was derived
¢ from several nations. 'The original emigrants were dutch.
¢ The next in order of time were from England. The
¢ revocation of the edict of Nantz, and the persecufions in
¢ the Palatinate, occasioned considerable migrations from
¢ France and Germany ; Scotland and Ireland also furnished
¢ a great accession of inhabitants. Four different languages
¢ were for a long time used ; and the people were separated
¢ frow each other by a diversity of manners and opinions,
¢ and strong national peejudices. How, then, was it possible
¢ {o cunbine their energies in any common effort? Two
¢ centurics havegmot entirely extinguished the lines of na-
¢ tional separation® The dutch and german languages are
¢ still spoken in some seftlements. Five or six generations
¢ luve, in a great measure, amalgamated these discordant
¢ «'ements. National antipatlies have subsided, a national
¢ character has been formed, and a national physiognomy is
¢ supposed to be estallished. The triumph and general
¢ adoption of the english language have been the principal
¢ means of melting us down into one people, and of extin-
¢ guishing those stubborn prejudices and violent animosities
¢ which formed a wall of partition between the inhabitants
¢ of the same land. In a country whose population was
¢ thus composed, it was not to be expected that a great
¢ taste for literature would be considered an essential accom-
¢ paniment.’

¢ Mental, in many cases, acts directly the reverse of
¢ corporeal vision ; and magnifies objects, not in proportion
¢ to their propinquity but in the ratio of their distance. This
¢ obliquity of the human mind springs from a variety of
¢ causes, and operates in a variety of directions. It inces-
¢ santly magnifies the talents and morals of the past, at the
¢ expense of the present times; and its wanderings never
¢ appear in a more siriking view than in its judgments of
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¢ terly state papers which our state convention, and the gen-
S eral ress promulgated, breathed the genius of Greeco
* and the invincible spirit of Rome; and covered with glory
¢ the american name. * When,” said the elder Piit, « 'fhel
s lordships look at the pa transmitted us frod
'mﬁu ;—xl'len you conniderpt;r:ir decency, firmness,
¢ and wisdom, you cannot but respect their cause and wish
¢ to make it your own. For myself I must declare and
¢ avow, that in all my reading and observation,—sud it has
4 been my favouriie study, (I have read Thucydides, and
‘¢ have studied and admired the master states of the world,)
4 that, for solidity of reasoning, force of sagacity, and wir
4 dom of conclusion, under such a complication of difficult
¢ circomstances, -no nation or body men can stand i
4 preference to the general congress at Philadelphia.” ¥
"+ ¢ But, although there is a vast mass of knowledge spreasd
< over the state, yet it is, generally speaking, of the com
¢ monkind : all know the elementary parts of instructios,
¢ but fow know the higher branches of science ; and there is
-.not so much concentrated knowledge in so many individé-
4 als, as in Eorope. This arises from a number of causes
¢ which do not disparage our intellectual character, and
¢ which, it is to be hoped, will cease to operate after 2
¢ short time. '

¢ In the first place we have, with scarcely any intermis-
¢ sion, been distracted by party spirit! in its bitterest forms
¢ of 'exacerbation. Our ingenuity has been employed, not
¢ in cultivating a vernacular literature, or in increasing the
¢ stock of human knowledge ; but in raising up and pulling
¢ down the parties which agitate the community. This vie-
¢ lent spirit has split society asunder, has poisened the in-
¢ tercourse of private life, has spread a morbid gloom over
¢ our literature, has infected the national taste, and has pal-
¢ sied the general prosperity. Whatever apologies may be
¢ made for these political discussions, by ascribing them.to
¢ an honest difference in opinion, there can be none offered
¢ for the style and manoer in which they are conducted.
¢ In reading the classical works of the ancients we are as-
¢ tonished at the violations of decorum which appear in
¢ their most polite and accomplished authors; who fre-
¢ quently use expressions that no modern writer dare adopt

® ¢ Speech an a motion to remove the troops from Boston.’
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¢ batous,” says Hume, it necessarily, by an infallible
¢ operation, gives rise to law even before mankind have made
¢ any considerable advances in the other sciences; from law
¢ arises security; from security curiosity, and from curiosity
¢ knowledge.”* 'That most profound political writer, whom
¢ I have just quoted, with the vast volume of history before
¢ his eyes, and-aided by all the powers of an amalyzing and
¢ investigating mind, has laid down the following incontro-
¢ vertible propositions in relation to the influence of gov-
¢ ernment upon the arts and sciences.

1. It is impossible for the arts and sciences to arise, at
¢ first, among any people unless that people enjoy the bles-
¢ sing -of a free government.

¢2. Nothing is more favourable to the rise of polite-
¢ ness, and learning, than a number of neighbouring and
¢ independent states connected together by commerce and
¢ policy.

¢3. Though the only proper nursery for these valm-
¢ ble plants be a free government, yet may they be trans-
¢ planted into any government; and a republic is most
¢ favourable to the growth of the sciences, a civilized mon-
¢ archy to that of the polite arts.t :

¢ Although this was published more than half a century
¢ ago, yet it suits our situation so precisely that one would
¢ suppose the writer had the United States fully in his view.
¢ Perhaps the flourishing condition of the literature of Eu-
¢ rope is, in a great degree, owing to the division of that con-
¢ tinent into a number of independent states. Each capital
¢is a place where letters are encouraged, and the different
¢ governments vie with each other in rewarding the effusions
¢ of genius ; butif CharlesV., Lewis XIV., or Napoleon, had
¢ succeeded in establishing an universal monarchy the dark
¢ ages of gothic barbarity would have revisited mankind.
¢ Thus, under the direction of an all-wise and beneficent
¢ God, the half-civilized serf of Russia has become the
¢ unconscious guardian and protector of knowledge. The
¢ small country of Attica, not so large as Long-Island, can
‘ never be contemplated without the mingled emotions of
¢ veneration and sorrow. ¢ Ab Athenis enim humaniias,
¢ doctrina, religio, fruges, jura, leges, orte, atque in omnes
¢ terras distributa, putantur.” It is acknowledged,” said

* ¢ Hume’s Essays, vol. 1. 14th Essay.’ + ¢ Ibid.”
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¢ Cicero, “that literature, polite arts, religion, agriculture,
¢laws, and social rights, originated in Athens and were
¢ thence distributed over all nations.”” The fertility of the
¢ soil, the excellence of the climate, the freedom of the
¢ government, and the enterprising spirit of the people, must
¢ have codperated in producing this transcendent and pre-
¢ eminent state of human exaltation. And if a comparison
¢ was instituted in those respects, between that country and
¢ ours, in what important part would we be deficient ?

. “We are, perhaps, more favoured in another point of
¢ view. Attica was peopled from Egypt; but we can boast
¢ of our descent from a superior stock. I speak not of
¢ families or dynasties ; I refer to our origin from those na-
¢ tions where civilization, knowledge, and refinement have
¢ erected their empire ; and where human nature has attained
¢ its greatest perfection. Annihilate Holland, Great Bri-
¢ tain, Ireland, France, and Germany, and what would be-
¢ come of civilized man? this country, young as it is, would
¢ be the great Atlas remaining to support the dignity of the
¢ world: and perhaps our mingled descent from various na~
¢ tions may have a benign influence upon genius. We per-
¢ ceive the improving effects of an analogous state upon
¢ vegetables and inferior animals. The extraordinary cha-
¢ racters which the United States have produced may be,
¢ in some measure, ascribed to the mixed blood of so many

" ¢ nations flowing in our veins; and it may be confidently
¢ predicted that the operation of causes, acting with irre-
¢ sistible effect, will carry in this country all the improva-
¢ ble faculties of human nature to the highest state of per-
¢ fection.” ]

In page 31, speaking of serpents, he remarks that ‘the
¢ rattlesnake, not being able to exist in the neighbourhood of
¢ swine, has fled from the cultivated country.” That the
rattlesnake has left the country is generally true; but there
are some exceptions in this part of it at least ; we recollect
that two rattlesnakes were taken alive, only five miles from
Boston a few years since, and that others have been occa-
sionally killed in the same neighbourhood. In page 36,
speaking of that destructive disease, consumption, he gives
some extracts from the bills of mortality to shew the extent
of its ravages. It is also a general opinion that it is much
more frequent than formerly. May this not be owning to
variations in the medical nomenclature? De not seme dis-

Vol. I. Ne. 3. 51
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orders, that terminate in a short and rapid consumption, pass
by this last name, though only the consequence and elosing
form in other diseases; at least these bills of mortality
are too much at variance with each other to be taken as an
authority. For instance, Mr. Clinton cites the return of
1813, which gives the following result in four towns. In
Boston the deaths by consumption amount to about one
fourth of the whole number ; in New Haven, the same year,
to one-ninth ; in New York, to one-fourth ; in Philadelphia,
to one-eleventh. Now it cannot be true that there is such
a great disproportion between the deaths by this disorder
in Boston and New York, and those m New Haven and
Philadelphia.

We heartily echo the wish in the concluding paragraph,
though the association of facts, (one of which is net invaris-
bly true, that of the precious metals,) may be considered
as partaking too much of fancy.

¢ History and observation justify the remark that while
¢ the movements of conquest have been from the north to
¢ the south, and the course of the precious metals from the
¢ west to the east; that the progress of the ocean and of
¢ the atmosphere, of the arts and sciences, and of the civil-
¢ ization of the human species, has been from the rising te
¢ the setting sun: and, according to the uniform experience
¢ of mankind, we have every reason to believe that our
¢ country will be the chosen seat, and favourite abode, of
¢ learning and science. DMay this association be a humble
¢ instrument in paving the way for this sublime result; and
¢ may posterity describe its origin, its progress, and its ma-
¢ turity, by adopting, with a small variation, the language of
¢ the roman bard :

¢ « Mobilitate viget, viresque acquirit eundo :
¢ Parva metu primo; mox sese attollit in aurss,
¢ Ingrediturque solo, et caput inter nubila eondit.”
¢ Exem, lib. iv.”

¢ It grew strong by exertion, and acquired strength inits
¢ progress : small at first, through diffidence, it soon sprung

¢ up into the sky, spread over the earth, and hid its tower-
ing head in the heavens.’
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the conduct of the story, and the principal agents in bring-
ing about its denouement. There are four of these, Meg
Merrilies, a gypsey, Dominie Sampson, a Scotchschook
master and family tutor, Dirk Hatteraick, a Dutch smug
gler, and Dandic Dinmont, a Scotch farmer. Their rank
may be taken in the order they here stand. Meg, it
evidently and deservedly the favourite, though she is briefly
described by the Dominie, as being ¢harlot, gy psey, witch and
thief.” The Dominie is the portrait of an individual rather
than a species: contrary to most other pedants, he is made to
be very silent, and his character must be got from the whole
book, rather than from any particular situation. There is
hardly one insulated description, which would give the idea
of him as a whole, that results from reading the novel
through. Hatteraick is a smuggler and pirate, delineated
with energy and fidelity. Dinmont, a Scetch farmer,
brawny, honest, generous and humane. There are besides
two lawyers, Glossin, a villain, and counsellor Pleydell, an
estimable barrister, and who is drawn with something of that

eculiarity and accuracy, that strikes us as being a portrait
rom real life. We do not know if it be refining too far to
say, that, independently, of the minute acquaintance with
the forms and language of law, which is shown in both these
novels, that they are written by a lawyer, because in the pre-
sent performance, Glossin, who is one of the main characters,
and painted as the blackest scoundrel, is made so, entirely
from his bad nature, and does not owe his villainy at all to
the habits of his profession, to which common writers would
certainly have attributed it wholly, or at least in part. There
are here and there remarks interspersed on the profession of
the law, that are marked with sound sense and just observa-
tion, as well as wit and vivacity.

The period of time taken for the action was between
thirty and forty years since, as in one place mention is
made of ¢this weary American war.’ The outline of the
story, is briefly as follows: Guy Mannering, a young
Englishman, after leaving the University of Oxford, made a
tour into the north of England, and extended his ride into
the borders of Scotland. Being there benighted one eve-
ping in a dreary country, he, after much toil and trouble,
reached the dwelling of a Scotch Laird, whose modern man.
pion, on the sea shore, was built immediately under the
guins of the gloomy Castle of his ancestors, who had, in ap.






tene there. A young oficer in his regiment, who wis isth
mtninhilfami{yo,“ud in love with his danghter, unknemn
the father, but with the approbation of the mother, exdch
ted the jealousy of Mannering, who suspected that bis
attentions were directed to his wife, he ngod bim, they
fought, the {onng officer fell, Mannering thought he hed
killed him; his wife died, and he returned with his daugh-
ter to England. When be next appears, it is at_the me
went that (lossin beving, by his miquitous i

possession of the Laird’s property, his ﬁnm-ndw

-4

daughter, a young woman of seveateen, snd the faithiel
Dominie. 'ﬁle young officer, having recovered from his
wounds, and obtained prometion, returned to. Emglend
neek Miss Mannering, who was established ncar the domeid
of Ellangowan. After a great variety of incidents, whitk
are made highly interesting, the democument is besught
abeut; the young officer whom Mannering supposed he hed
killed, is the child of Bertram, Laird of whese
fife had been saved by Meg. In revesling the plet, shes
shot by Hatteraick, whe is secured and taken.to prisos;’
where he murders Glossin, who had been his accomplios;
sad then bhangs himself ; young Bertram is i
reconciled to Mannering, and united to Miss Mannering.

We shall now select some passages from different parts
of the work, which will give an idea of the principal
<haracters in the novel, and the author’s powers of descrip-
gion. The two first extracts describe Meg Merrilies, for
she is never introduced without a description of her ap-
pearance. On the evening of Mannering’s arrival at Ells-
gowan he first beholds the gypsey. :

¢ Here the desultory and long narrative of the Laird of
¢ Ellangowan was interrupted by the voice of some one
¢ ascending the stairs from the kitchen story, and singing at
¢ full pitch of voice. The high notes were too shrill fora
¢ man, the low seemed too deep for a woman. The words,

¢ zﬂ far as Mannering could distinguish them, seemed to rea
¢ thus : '

¢ Canny moment, lucky fit;
¢ Is the lady lighter yet?
"¢ Be it lad, or be it lass,
¢ Sign wi’ cross, and sain Wi’ wass.
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After her work was ended Dirk Hatteraick comes in.

search of the witch to bless his vessel as he is going tosea;
he is thus described:

¢ Our hero was about to speak to the prophetess, whena
¢ voice, hoarse as the waves with which it mingled, halloo’d
¢ twice, and with increasing impatience—* Meg, Meg Mer-
¢ rilies ! —Gypsey—hag—tousand deyvils !”’

¢ « [ am coming, | am coming, captain,” answered Meg,
* and in a moment or two the impatient Commander whom
¢ she addressed made his appearance from the broken parts
¢ of the ruins.

¢ He was apparently a seafaring man, rather under the
¢ middle size, and with a countenance bronzed by a thou-
¢ sand conflicts with the north-east wind. His frame was
¢'prodigiously muscular, strong, and thick-set ; so that it
¢ seemed as if a man of much greater height would have
¢ been an inadequate match in any close- personal conflict.
¢ He was hard-favored, and, which was worse, his face bere
¢ nothing of the insouciance, the careless frolicsome jollity
¢ and vacant curiosity of a sailor on shore. These qualities,
¢ perhaps, as much as any others, contribute to the high
¢ popularity of eur seamen, and the general good inclination
¢ which our society expresses towards them. Their gal-
¢ lantry, courage, and hardihood are qualities which excite
¢ reverence, and perhaps rather humble pacific landsmen in
¢ their presence ; and neither respect, nor a sense of humili-
¢ ation, are feelings easily combined with a familiar fondness
¢ towards those who inspire them. But the boyish frolics,
¢ the exulting high spirits, the unreflecting mirth of a sailor
¢ when enjoying himself on shore, temper the most formida-
¢ ble points of his character. There was nothing like these
¢in this man’s face; on the contrary, a surly and even savage
¢ scowl appeared to darken features which would have
¢ been harsh and unpleasant under any expression or modi-
¢ fication.’ '

A short dialogue takes place between the parties, when
his character is thus further described.

¢ There was a mixture of impudence, hardihood, and
¢ suspicious fear about this man, which was expressibly
¢ disgusting. His manners were those of a ruffian, con-
¢ scious of the suspicion attending his character, yet aiming
¢ to béar it dewn by the affectation of a careless and hardy
¢ familiarity. ~ Mannering briefly rejected his proffered
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¢ civilities ; and, after a surly good morning, he retired with
‘the gypsey to that part of-the ruins from which he had
¢ first made his appearance. A very narrow staircase here
¢ descended to the beach, intended probably for the con-
¢ venience of the garrison during a siege. By this stair, the
¢ couple, equally amiable in appearance, and respectable
¢ by profession, descended to the sea side. The soi-disant
¢ captain embarked in a small boat with two men who appear-
¢ ed to wait for him, and the gypsey remained on the shore,
‘reciting or gjpging, and gesticulating with great . vehe-
¢ mence.’ :

Meg is again portrayed with strong effect, when she and
her tribe are driven by the Laird from his estate, which he
effected by violence, unroofing and taking out the doors
and windows of the cottages in which they lived. He had
rode to a distance that day to avoid seeing them, but on his
return met the whole group on their march. He had at-
tempted to speak to one or two of them, but had only met
with sullenness and defiance. 'When the stragglers had dis-
appeared, '

‘His sensations were bitter enough. The race, it is
¢ true, which he had thus summarily dismissed from their
¢ ancient place of refuge, was idle and vicious ; but had he
¢ endeavoured to render them otherwise ?. They were not
¢ more irregular characters now, than they had been while
‘they were admitted to consider themselves as a sort of
¢ subordinate dependants of his family ; and ought the cir-
¢ cumstance of his becoming a magistrate to have made at
¢ once sucha change in his conduct towards them? - Some
¢ means of reformation ought at least to have been tried,
¢ before sending seven families at once upon the wide world,
¢and depriving them of a degree of countenance, which
¢ withheld them at least from atrocious guilt. There was
¢also a natural yearning of heart upon parting with so many
¢ known and familiar faces ; and to this feeling Godfrey Ber-
_¢tram was peculiarly accessible, from the limited qualities
¢ of his mind, which sought its principal amusements among
‘the petty objects around him. As he was about to turn
¢his horse’s head to pursue his journey, Meg Merrilies,
¢ who had lagged behind the troops, unexpectedly presented
-“herself.

¢ She was standing upon one of those high banks, which,
<as we before noticed, overhung the road ; so that she was
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¢ placed considerably higher than Ellangowan, even though
¢ he was on horseback ; and her tall figure, relieved against
‘the clear blue sky, seemed almost of supernatural height.
¢ We have noliced, that there was in her general attire, or
¢ rather in her mode of adjusting it, somewhat of a foreign
¢ costume, artfully adopted perhaps for the purpose of add-
‘ing to the effect of her spells and predictions, or perhaps
¢ from some traditional notions respecting the dress of her
‘ancestors. On this occasion, she had a large piece ofrred
¢ cotton cloth rolled about her head in the fSfm of a turban,
¢ from beneath which her dark eyes flashed with uncommon
¢ lustre. Her long and tangled black hair fell in elf locks
‘from the folds of this singular head gear. Her attitude
¢ was that of a sybil in frenzy, as she stretched out, in her
‘right hand, a sapling bough which seemed just pulled.

““Illbed d,” said the groom, *if she has not been
‘cutling the young ashes in the Dukit Park.”—The Laird
¢made no answer, but continued to look at the figure which
¢was thus perched above his path.

¢ «“ Ride your ways,” said the gypsey, “ride your ways,
¢ Laird of Ellangowan—ride your ways, Godfrey Bertram !
¢ —This day have ye quenched seven smoaking hearths—
¢ see if the fire in your ain parlour burn the blyther for that.
¢—Ye have riven the thack off seven cottar houses—look
¢if your ain roof-tree stand the faster.—Ye may stable your
¢ stirks in the shealings at Derncleugh—see that the hare
¢ does not couch on the hearthstane at Ellangowan.—Ride
¢ your ways, Godfrey Bertram—what do ye glowr after our
¢folk for?—There’s thirty hearts there, that wad hae
‘wanted bread cre ye had wanted sunkets, and spent their
¢ life-blood ere ye had scratched your finger—yes—there’s
¢ thirty yonder, from the auld wife of an hundred to the
¢babe that was born last week, that ye have turned out o
¢ their bits o’ bields, to sleep with the tod and the black-
¢ cock in the muirs!'—Ride your ways, Ellangowan.—Our
‘bairns are hinging at our weary backs——look that your
¢brow cradle at hame be the fairer spread up—not that I
¢ am wishing ill to little Harry, or to the babe that’s yet to
¢be born—God forbid—and make them kind to the poor,
¢and better folk than their father.—And now, ride e’en
¢ your ways, for these are the last words ye’ll ever hear
¢ Meg Merrilies speak, and this is the last reise that I'll
¢ever cut in the bonny woods of Ellangowan.”
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¢ gilded by theirrays. And now, disappointed in affection,
¢ sated with fame, and what the world calls success, his
¢ mind goaded by bitter and repentant recollection, his best
¢ hope was to find a retirement in which he might nurse the
¢ melancholy, that was to accompany him to his grave.
¢ ¢ Yet why should an individual mourn over the instability
¢ of his hopes, and the vanity of his prospects ? The an-
¢ cient chiefs, who erected these enormous and massive
¢towers to bc the fortress of their race, and the seat of
¢ their power, could they have dreamed the day was to
¢ come, when the Iast of their descendants should be expel-
¢led, a ruined wanderer, from his possessions ! But Nature’s
¢ bounties are unaltered. The sun will shine as fair on these
¢ ruins, whether the property of a stranger, or of a sordid
¢ and obscure trickster of the abused law, as when the ban-
¢ ners of the founder first waved upon their battlements.”

¢ These reflections brought Mannering to the door of the
¢ house, which was that day open to all. He entered
¢ among others, who traversed the apartments, some to select
‘articles for purchase, others to gratify their curiosity.
¢ There is something melancholy in such a scene, even un-
¢ der the most favourable circumstances. The confused
¢state of the furniture, displaced for the convenience of
¢ being easily viewed and carried off by the purchasers, is
¢ disagreeable to the eye. 'Those articles which, properly
¢and decently arranged, look creditable and well assorted,
“have then a paltry and wretched appearance ; and the
¢ apartments, stripped of all that render them commodious
¢ and handsome, have an aspect of ruin and dilapidation. It
¢ is disgusting also, to see the scenes of domestick society
¢« and seclusion thrown open to the gaze of the curious and
“the vulgar; to hear their coarse speculations and jests
¢ upon the fashions and furniture {o which they are unaccus-
¢ tomed,—a frolicksome humour much cherished by the
¢whiskey which in Scotland is always put in circulation
¢ upon such occasions. All these are ordinary effects of
¢ such a scene as Ellangowan now presented ; but the moral
¢ fceling, that, in this case, they indicated the total ruin of an
¢ancient and honourable family, gave them treble weight and
¢ poignancy.

<1t was some time before Colonel Mannering could find
¢any one disposed to auswer his reiterated questions con-
¢ cerning Ellangowan himself. At length, an old maid-ser-
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« Fleo then phused at a little distance from the chair.- Ha
‘*old ‘acquaintance gaszed at him with lack-lustre eye, that

¢ intimated no tokens of recognition—the Dominie seemed -

“¢too deeply sunk in distress even to obseryqhis pres
¢ The young man spoke aside with Miss n, who o

¢wanced timidly, and thanked Mr. Mannering for his good

‘ness ; “buyt,” she said) the tears gushing fast into he

.4 gyes—< her father, she feared, was not %0 much himself s °

510 be able to remember him.” .
» ¢ She then retreated towards the chaii accompanied by
‘¢the Colonel.—*¢ Father,”” she said, ¢ this is Mr. Manoer

¢ing, an old friend, come to enquire after you.””
s ¢ He's very heartily welcome,”’—said the old man, nais-

- ¢ing himself in his chair, and attempting a gesture of cowr
4tesy, while a gleam of bospitable satisfaction seemed o .

¢ pass over his faded features ;  hut, Lucy, my desr, letw
¢ go down to the- house, you should not keep the gentiemma
- 8] ‘in the cold ;—Dominie, take the key of the wine
‘¢cooler. Mr. a—a— the gentleman will take sometling
- & ofter his ride.”’— , . '
¢ Mannering was unspeakably affected by the contrst
¢which his recollection made between this reception sd
. ¢ that with which he had been greeted by the same isdivi
. ¢dual when they last met. He could not restrain his tears,
¢ and his evident emotion at once attained him the cosf-
¢ dence of the friendless young lady.
¢« Alas !’ said she, *this is distressing even to a strax
¢ ger ;—but it may be better for my poor father to be in this
¢ way, than if he knew and could feel all.”
¢ A servant in livery now came up the path, and spokea
¢ an under torie to the young gentleman—¢ Mr. Charles, ny
¢lady’s wanting you yonder sadly, to bid for her for the
¢ black ebony cabinet ; and Lady Jean Devorgoil is wi’ her
¢an a’—ye maun come away directly.”
¢ «Tell them you could not find me, Tom, or, stay—sy
_¢ I am looking at the horses.”
¢ ¢ No, no, no—"’ said Lucy Bertram earnestly ; « if you
¢ would not add to the misery of this miserable moment, g
¢ to the company directly.—This gentleman, I am sure, will
¢ see us to the carriage.”
¢ « Unquestionably, madam,” said Mannering, “yow
¢ young frignd may rely on my attention.”
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¢ Had Glossin bcen alone, he would probably have slunk off;
* but the consciousness that a stranger was present, besides
¢ the person who came with him (a sort of land-surveyor,)de-
¢ termined him to resort to impudence. The task, however,
¢ was almost too hard, even for his effrontery—* Sir—Sir—
¢ Mr. Bertram—Sir, you should not blame me, but your
¢ own imprudence, sir’’

¢ The indignation of Mannering was mounting very high.
¢ % Sir,” he said to Glossin, * without entering into the
¢ merits of this controversy, I must infagm you, that you
¢ have chosen a very improper place, time, and presence, for
¢it. And you will oblige me by withdrawing without more
¢ words.”

¢ Glossin being a tall, strong, muscular man, was not un-
¢ willing rather to turn upon a stranger whom he hoped to
¢ bully, than maintain his wretched cause against his injured
¢ patron—* I do not know who yau are, sir,and I shall per-
¢ mit no man to use such d—d freedom with me.”

¢ Mannering was naturally hot-tempered—his eyes flashed
¢ a dark light—he compressed his nether lip so closely that
¢ the blood sprung, and, approaching Glossin—¢¢ Liook you,
¢ gir,”” he said, “ that you do not know me is of no conse-
¢quence. I know you; and, if you do not instanfly
¢ descend that bank, without uttering a single syllable, by the
¢ Heaven that is above us, you shall make but one step
¢ from the top to the bottom.”

¢ The commanding tone of rightful anger silenced at
¢ once the ferocity of the bully. He hesitated, turned on
¢ his heel, and, muttering something between his teeth about
¢ unwillingness to alarm the lady, relieved them of his hate-
¢ ful company. .

¢ Mrs. Mac-Candlish’s postillion, who had ceme up in
¢ time to hear what passed, said aloud, “If he had stuck
¢ by the way, I would have lent him a heezie, the dirty
¢ scoundrel, as willingly as ever I pitched a boddle.”

‘ He then stepped forward to announce that his horses
¢ were in readiness for the invalid and his daughter.

¢ But they were no longer necessary. The debilitated
¢ frame of Mr. Bertram was exhausted by this last effort of
¢ indignant anger, and when Lie sunk again upon his chair,
¢ he expired almost without a struggle or groan. So little
¢ alteration did the extinction of the vital spark make upon
¢ his external appearance, that the screams of his daughter,
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¢ might cach furnish forth ten brief discourses of modera
¢ date, books of science, ancient and modern, classical
¢ authors in their best and rarest forms; such formed
¢ the late bishop’s venerable library, and over such
¢ the eve of Dominie Sampson gloated with rapture. He
¢ entered them in the catalogue in his best running hand,
¢ forming each letter with the accuracy of a lover writinga
¢ Valentine, and placed each individually on the destined
¢ shelf with all the reverence which 1 have seen a lady pay
¢ to a jar of old china. With all this zeal his labours advanced
¢ slowly. He often opened a volume wheun half way up the
¢ library steps, fell upon some interesting passage, and,
¢ without shifting his inconvenient posture, continued im-
¢ mersed in the fascinating perusal until the servant pulled
¢ hiin by the skirts to assure him that dinner waited. He
¢ then repaired to the parlour, bolted his food down his
¢ capacions throat in squares of three inches, answered aye
¢ and no at random to whatever question was asked at him,
< and again hurried back to the library so soon as his napkin
¢ was removed.

¢ « How happily the days
¢ Of Thalaba went bye !’ *

Bertram’s son, who passed under the name of Brown,
made a pedestrian excursion lo Scotland to find Miss Man-
nering, on his way he falls in company w.th Dinmont,
the Scotch farmer, sees Meg Merrillies who is much struck
with his appearance, saves the farmer’s life when attacked
by ruffians, passes a few days with him at his farm, and then
takes a post-chaise to reach the village, near which Miss
Mannering resided ; on his way he is benighted, and he
leaves the chaise, which is afterwards robbed, when he
meets with an adventure of the terrifick kind, that is strongly
described. DMeg Merrillies preserves him from being mur-
dered, gives him a purse to, supply his wants ; as. the chaise
was robbed in his absence, makes him promise that he
never will reveal what he has seen that night, and that when
she next calls upon him, in whatever situation he may be at
the time, he will leave every thing and follow her.

The first time Mannering sees Mr. Pleydell, a celebrated
advocate, gives rise to the description of an amusing scene.
He arrived at the advocate’s lodgings of a Saturday
evening, and at the same moment that Dandie Dinmont, the
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¢ his three-tailed wig and black coat, he could slip off ona
¢ Saturday evening when surrounded by a party of jolly
¢ companions, and disposed for what he called his altitudes.
¢ Upon the present occasion, the revel had lasted since four
¢ o’clock, and, at length, nnder the direction of a venerable
¢ compotator, who had shared the sports and festivity of
¢ three generations, the frolicksome company had begun to
¢ practise the ancient and now forgotten pastime of High
¢ Jinks. This game was played in several different ways.
¢ Most frequently the dice were thrown by the company,
¢ and those upon whom the lot fell were obliged to assome
¢ and maintain, for a time, a certain fictitious character, or
¢ to repcat a certain number of fescennine verses in a par-
¢ ticular order. If they departed from the characters
¢ assigned, or if their memory proved treacherous in the
¢ repetition, they incurred forfeits, which were either com
¢ pounded for by swallowing an additional bumper, or by
¢ paying a small sum towards the reckoning. At this sport
¢ the jovial company were closely set when Mannering
¢ entercd the room.

¢Mr. Counsellor Pleydell, such as we have described
¢ him, was enthroned, as a monarch, in an elbow-chair
¢ Klaced on the dining-table, his scratch wig on one side,
¢ his head crowned with a bottle-slider, his eye leering with
¢ an expression betwixt fun and the effects of wine, while
¢ his court around him resounded with such crambo scraps
¢ of verse as these :

¢ Where is Gerunto now ? and what’s become of him ?
¢ Gerunto’s dead because he could not swim, &c. &c.

¢Such, O Themis, were anciently the sports of thy
¢ Scottish children! Dinmont was first in the room. He
¢ stood aghast a moment—and then exclaimed, ¢ It’s him,
¢ sure cnough—Decil o’ the like o’ that I ever saw !”’

¢ At the sound of * Mr. Dinmount and Colonel Mannering
¢ wanting to speak to you, sir,”” Pleydell turned his head,
¢and blushed a little when he saw the very genteel figure
¢ of the English stranger.—He was, however, of the opinion
¢ of Falstalf, ¢ Qut, ye villains, play out the play !”’ wisely
¢ judging it the better way to appear totally unconcerned.—
¢ ¢« Where be our guards ?”’ exclaim:d this second Justi-
‘pian; “sce ye not a stranger knight from foreign parts
¢ arrived at this our court of Holy-rood,—with our bold
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¢ « We will correct that quality,” answered King Paulus,
¢ the first of the name; “ we have not forgotten that the
¢ moist and humid air of our valley of Liddle inelines to
¢ stronger potations.~—Seneschal, let our faithful.yeoman
¢ have a cup of brandy; it will be more germain to the
¢ matter.”

¢ ¢ And now,” said Mannering, “since we have unwarily
¢ intruded upon your majesty at a moment of mirthful retire:
¢ ment, be pleased to say when you will indulge a stranger
¢ with an audience on these affairs of weight which have
¢ brought him to your northern capital.”

¢ The monarch opened Mac-Morlan’s letter, and running
¢ it hastily over, exclaimed, with his natural voice and man-
¢ ner, “ Lucy Bertram of Ellangowan, poor dear lassie!”

¢« A forfeit! a forfeit !” exclaimed a dozen voices, * his
¢ majesty has forgot his kingly character.”

¢ ¢ Not a whit! not a whit !’ replied the king, < I’ll be
¢ judged by this courteous knight, May not a monarch
¢ love a maid of low degree ? Is not King Cophetua and the
¢ Beggar-maid, an adjudged case in point 2’

¢ « Professional! professional !—another forfeit,” exclaim-
¢ ed the tumultuary nobility.

¢ « Had not our royal predecessors,” continued the mo-
¢ narch, exalting his sovereign voice to drown these disaf
¢ fected clamours.—¢ Had they not their Jean Logies, their
¢ Bessie Carmichaels, their Oliphants, their Sandilands, and
¢ their Weirs, and shall it be denied {o us even to namea
¢ maiden whom we delight to honour ? Nay, then, sink state
¢ and perish sovereignty ! for, like a second Charles V., we
¢ will abdicate, and seek in the private shades of life those
¢ pleasures which are denied to a throne.”

¢ So saying, he flung away his crown, sprung from his
¢ exalted station with more agility than could have been
¢ expected from his age, ordered lights and a wash-hand
¢ bason and towel, with a cup of green tea, into another
¢ room, and made a sign to Mannering to accompany him.
¢ In less than two minutes he washed his face and bands,
¢ settled his wig in the glass, and, to Mannering’s great sur-
¢ prise, looked perfectly a different man from the childish
¢ Bacchanal he had been a moment before. ¢ There are
¢ folks,” he said, “Mr. Mannering, before whom one should
¢ take care how they play the fool—because they have
¢ either too much malice, or too little wit, as the poet says.
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¢ The best compliment I can pay Colonel Mannering, is to
¢ shew I am not ashamed to expose myself before him—and
¢ truly I think it is a compliment 1 have not spared to-night
¢ upon your good-nature.

The next morning being Sunday, Mr. Pleydell called
on Mannering to take him to church. We extract a para-
graph to shew his different appearance from the evening
before, and a remark of his on coming out of church.

¢In the morning, while the Colonel and his most quiet
¢ and silent of all retainers, Dominie Sampson, were finish-
¢ ing the breakfast which Barnes had made and poured out,
¢ after the Dominie had scalded himself in the attempt, Mr.
¢ Pleydell was suddenly ushered in. A nicely-dressed
¢ bob-wig, upon every hair of which a zealous and careful
¢ barber had bestowed its proper allowance of powder; a
¢ well-brushed black suit, with very clean shoes and gold
¢ buckles and stock buckle ; a manner rather reserved and
¢ formal than intrusive, but with all that, shewing only the
¢ formality of manner, by no means that of awkwardness ; a
* countenance, the expressive and somewhat comic features
¢ of which were in complete repose ;—all shewed a being
¢ perfectly different from the choice spirit of the evening
¢ before. A glance of shrewd and piercing fire in his eye
¢ was the only marked expression which recalled the man
¢ of  Saturday at e’en.”

¢«“Jam come,” said he with a very polite address, *“to
¢ use my regal authority in your behalf in spirituals as well
¢ as temporals—can I accompany you to the presbyterian
¢ kirk, or episcopal meeting-house?’—T'ros Tyriusve, a law-
* yer, you know, is of both religions, or rather I shounld say
¢ of both forms—or can 1 assist in passing the forenoon
¢ otherwise? You'll excuse my old fashioned importunity—I
¢ was born in a time when a Scotchman was thought inhos-
¢ pitable if he left a guest alone a moment, except when he
¢ slept—but I trust you will tell me at once if I intrude.’

¢« And yet that reverend gentleman,” said Pleydell,
¢ ¢« whom I love for his father’s sake and his own, has
¢ nothing of the souring or pharasaical pride which has been
¢ imputed to some of the early fathers of the Calvinistic
¢ Kirk of Scotland. His colleague and he differ, and head
¢ different parties in the kirk, about particular points of
¢ church discipline ; but without for a moment losing per-
¢ sonal regard or respect for each other, or suffering malig-
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¢ nity to interfere in an opposition steady, constant, and
¢ apparently conscientious on both sides.”

¢4 And you, Mr. Pleydell, what do you think of the
¢ points of difference ?”’

¢ « Why, I hope, Colonel, a plain man may go te heaven
¢ without thinking about them at all—besides, enlre nous,
‘T am a member of the suffering and episcopal church of
¢ Scotland—the shadow of“a shade now, and fortunately so
¢ —but I love to pray where my fathers prayed before me,
¢ without thinking worse of the presbyterian forms, because
¢ they do not affect me with the same associations.”

There is a scene between the Dominie and Meg Merril-
lies, in which the contrast of the two is strongly shewn, and
the ludicrous and the terrible, mixed up with considerable
art. The former had gone one morning to visit the wood
of Warroch, from which his pupil, young Bertram, had
been mysteriously lost, so many years before. On his
way home, in passing a ruin on the estate of Ellangowan,
which had the reputation of being haunted, he encountered
the gipsy.

¢ ‘let then was his astonishment, when, on passing the
¢ door—that door which was supposed to have been placed
¢ there by one of the latter lairds of Ellangowan, to prevent
¢ Kresumpmous strangers from incurring the dangers of the
¢ haunted vault—that very door supposed to be always
¢ locked, and the key of which was popularly said to be
¢ deposited with the presbytery—that very door opened
¢ suddenly, and the figure of Meg Merrillies, well known,
¢ though not seen for many a revolving year, was placed at
¢ once hefore the eyes of the startled Dominie ! She stood
¢ immediately before him in the foot-path, confronting him
¢ 80 absolutely, that he could not avoid her except by fairly
¢ turning back, which his manhood prevented him from
¢ thinking of.

¢«] kenn’d ye wad be here,”” she said, with her harsh
¢ and hollow voice: “I ken wha ye seek ; but ye maun do
¢ my bidding.”

¢ ¢ Get thee behind me!”’ said the alarmed Dominie—
¢ Avoid ye!—Conjuro te, scelestissima—nequissima—
¢ spt,n;c:‘ffima—-iniquissima—atque miserrima—conjuro
‘tel!! P—

¢ Meg stood her ground against this tremendous volley of
¢ superlatives, which Sampson hawked up from the pit of







































1815.)

Meteorological Journals.

METEOROLOGICAL JOURNALS.

CAMBRIDGE, BY PROFESSOR FARRAR.

Barometer.

JUNE, 1815.

Thermometer. | Face of 8ky. |

437

Winds.

7A.M.

=
~
N

=
<

r~

=
A
o

=
<

r~

9P. M.

30.15
30.06
29.80
30.03
30.02
29.93
29.82
29.72
29.73
10 | 30.00
11} 30.21
12| 30.21
13 30.13
14 | 30.14
15| 30.19
16 | 29.92

B~ enn | DAy

17 | 29.68.

18 | 30.03
19 | 30.22
20 | 29.67
21 | 29.92
22 1 29.85
23 :29.75
24 | 29.93
251 30.12
26 | 30.03
27 1 30.02
23 [ 29.94
29 | 29.98
30 | 30.15

30.13
29.97
29.77
30.04
30.01
29.79
29.75
29.69
29.72
30.04
30.17
30.16
29.99
30.20
30.08
29.79
29.67
30.03
30.04
29.67
30.09
29.83
29.76
30.02
30.09
30.04
30.02
29.91
30.01
30.15

=

[

-]

30.16 | 52
29.94 | 63
P 29.36 | 63
30.01 | 57
29.98 | 56
29.82 | 55
29.70 | 56
29.69 | 65
29.90 | 55
30.08 | 56
30.18 | 57
30.14 | 67
29.98 | 63
30.19 | 57
30.04 | 55
29.70 | 63
29.32 | 69
30.16 | 67
29.79 | 62
29.78 | 73
30.05 | 70
29.76 | 68
29.87 | 66
30.05 | 62
30.07 | 60
30.00 | 57
29.91 | 57
29.98 | 63
30.02 | 70
30.08 | 69

65
65
70
71

73
69
69
74
74
84
85
84
73
31
83
88
84
72
91
86
87
79
73
82
69
82
85
91
82

Clo.
Clo.
Clo.
Fair
Fair
Clo.
Clo.
Clo.
Clo.
Clo.
Fair
Fair
Clo.
Fair
Fair
Clo.
Clo.
Fair
Clo.
Fair
Fair
Fair
Fair
Fair
Fair
Clo.
Clo.
Clo.
Fair
Fair

Fair

Clo.
Fair
Clo.
Cle.
Fair
Fair
Clo.
Fair
Clo.
Cleo.
Fair
Fair
Clo.
Clo.
Fair
Fair
Clo.
Fair
Clo.
Clo.
Clo.

ot 7 AM.

SPE PRl
3: 5

»
b hRERE
-"O .iO
»
R EREE

2
£2352%

SEE

§¢hb-

w
o

R

»

L39S

.

o

w

n w
nggah-

-t

¥Ns

sab

30.22
29.973

3017
29.954

29.67 | 20.67

30.19 | 73
20.987 | 63.4

29.69 | 52

91173
77.3161.4

65

52

Greatest.

Mean.
Least.

A shower on the 3d, P. M.—on the 6th, A. M.—~on the 7th, P. M.~-

and on the night of the 14th.—~Total of Rain, 3.02 in.
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Barometer. [ Thermometer. | Pace of Sky. | Wiads.

- b ®IZ|Z|B] & = = =
| 4 'S o |4 | €| & < &
a r~ N (-] ~ N (-] e (-] T -]
123004 | 30.01]20.91(70]93] 75| Clo. | Clo. | S.W.1] W.
22971} 29.74 | £0.75]| 73| 92| 68 | Fair | Fair | W. | W.
3| 29.76 | 29.63 | 29.81 | 85 | 92 | 63 | ¥air | Clo. S. W.
4]29.91]30.05|29.16 | 58 | 76 | 50 | Fair | Fair ! N.W.1] W.
5|30.25|3029 (3023|568 |84 63| Fair | Fair | W. | W.1
6]30.30 | 30.31 | 30.26 | 63 | 831 57 | Clo. | Fair | S.W.| W.
7| 30.32 | 30.21 | 30.20 | 61 | €1 | 71 | Clo. | Cho. W. |S.W.
8] 30.16 | 30.11 | 30.00 | 67 | 64 | 68 | Clo. | Clo. E. E.
930.03|29.95 (2992|7488 (73| Clo. | Fair { 8.1 |S.W.
10{20.98 | 29.99 [ 20.97 | 71 | 91| 75 | Fair | Fair | S.W.| W.
11| 29.98 | 20.97 | 30.09 | 76 |90 | 76 | Clo. | Fair | W. | W.
13]90.17 | 30.20 | 30.12 | 73 | 88 | 73 | Clo. | Fair | S.E. | W.
13| 30.15 | 30.10 | 30.24 | 72 | 94 | 78 | Fair | Clo. W. | 8.
14 | 30.16 | 30.21 | 30.22 | 84 | 83 | 63 | Fair | Clo. W. | E
15| 30.24 | 30.24 | 30.13 | 64 | 72 | 66 | Clo. | Clo. 8. |SE
16 | 30.06 | 29.96 | 20.94 | 67 | 78 | 82 | Clo. | Clo. S. 8.
17 |20.95|29.91 | 20.98 | 73 [ 85| 68 | Clo. | Fair | S.W.| W.
18 | 30.11 | 30.08 | 30.14 | 65 | 84 | 63 | Fair | Fair | W. | W. -
19 | 30.21 | 30.19 | 20.21 | 63 | 88 | 68 | Fair | Fair | N.W.| W.
20 | 30.28 | 30.21 | 30.23 | 60 | 93 | 75 | Fair | Clo. W. | S.W.
21 | 30.23 | 30.22 | 30.24 | 74 | 93 | 75 | Fair | Clo. w. | E
22| 30.25 | 30.24 | 30.02 [ 70 | 87 | 76 : Clo. | Clo. N. | s=2
*23 | 30.01 | 29.98 | 30.02 | 74 | 86 | 70 | Clo. | Clo. w. | E
24 | 30.02 | 20.98 | 20.82 | 67 | 86| 75| Clo. | Fair | W. | W.1
125129.74 | 20.69 | 29.83 | 80 [ 96 | 69 | Fair | Clo. | W | E.
26 | 29.97 | 30.00 | 30.04 [ 64 |70 | 63 [ Clo. |Clo. | .N.E.| E.
27 | 30.16 | 30.16 | 30.23 | 65 | 78 | 67 | Clo. | Clo. E. E.
28 | 30.22 | 30.15 | 30.11 | 66 | 87 | 78 | Fair | Clo. w. | W
29 | 30.05|29.98 | 20.98 |74 | 87|76 [Clo. | Clo. { S.W. |s.W.1
30 | 30.15 [ 30.13 | 30.12 | 70 | 83 | 72 | Fair [ Clo. | S.E. | S.2
31|30.08 |30.02|29.90]|73]|92| 77 |Clo. |Clo. | S.W.| S.2

30.32 | 30.31 | 30.29 | 84 | 96 | 82 Greatest.

30.141 | 30.056 | 20.709 (69.0385.5(72.3 Mean.

29.71 | 29.63 | 20.16 | 58 | 70 | 57 Least.

Shower on the 3d, with moderate thunder and lightning, and on the
night of the 16th,—on the 17th, P. M.—on the 22d, A. M.—and on
the 26th. Total of Rain, 3.17 in.

This has been the warmest July that has been known here for the
last twenty-five years. It has been between three and four degrees
wariner, at a mean, than the average temperature the month.

#® Thermometer at 910 at 5, P. M.
1 The Thermometer fell 20° in two hours.
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Thermometer. Barometer. | Wind. | Weather.
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1|78 36| 79 | 20.79|29.66 | 29.68 | S. >.W. | Fair. | Clo.
2|79]|80]74]|29.68]29.66]|29.60| W. {S.W. | Fair. | Fair.
3[70]|74]|68]20.50|20.50|20.62| W. |N.W. | Rain. | Kaia.
4162]|72]|65]29.70]29.82}29.90| W. |N.W. ; Fair. | Fair.
516476 74| 30.00[30.00 | 30.00| S. S.W. | Fair. | Fair.
6|70 )80 |74 | 30.00]|30.00 | 30.00]| S. S.E. | Fair. | Fair.
7|66 78|76 | 30.00[{29.95| 29.95| S.K. | 8. Clo. Fair.
87074 |73|20.90|29.84 |29.78| 8. 8. Rain. | Raip.
976|180 74]29.70|29.70 | 29.70 | S. S.W. | Fair. | Fair.
10{73[76}75]|20.90|29.80|29.70| W. S. Fair. | Show
11]76 |78 |75 ] 20.85/29.85]29.85| W. Ww. Fair. | Fair
12|70 1 80| 78 | 29.90|29.90 | 20.90 | S. S. Clo. Fair.
13|76 | 86 | 82 | 30.0030.00 | 20.92 | S. S. Fair. | Fair.
1479 ]88 |82 |290.92/29.94 | 29.94 | S.E. S. | Fair. | Fair.
15|74 |84 ] 78 | 29.90]29.74 | 29.80 | S.E. S. Clo. Fair
16|76 | 78 | 76 | 29.75]|29.70 | 29.70 | S. S. Clo. Show
17|74 | 78 | 70 | 20.70|29.80 | 29.90 | S. w. Fair. | Fair.
18 [ 74 |76 | 74 | 29.93]129.98 | 29.98 | W. Ww. Fair. | Fair.
19 | 70 | 80 | 74 | 30.08 | 30.05 | 30.00 W. IN.W. | Fair. | Fair.
20} 72|84 ] 75| 30.02|30.00 | 30.00| S. S. | Fair. | Fair.
21]|74]185] 78] 30,05]30.00 | 30.04 | S. N.W. ! Fair. | Fair.
2217118684 !30.00]|2995|29.88| N. S. Fair. | Fair
23 |78 ) 87 | 80 | 29.85|29.80 | 29.80 | S.W. | S.W. | Fair. | Fair.
24 | 73|86 | 84 | 28.80]29.70 | 29.65 | N.W. S. Fair. | Fair.
25183184 ]|78]29.62]29.65|29.60| S. W&S | Fair. | Show
26 |72|80 |76 | 29.75]29.80 | 29.80 | N.W.|N.W. | Rain. | Fair.
271 74(80] 75| 30.00|29.98 | 29.98 | N.W.|N.W. ! Fair. | Show
28170 |80 | 7514 30.00129.95]29.90 | S.E. | S.E. | Fair. | Clo.
297218278 |29.80]29.80|29.80| S. w. Clo. Fair.
30|74 84|80 ]29.94(29.94|29.94 | NW.| S.E. | Fair. | Fair.
3117686 |82 29.82/29.70 | 29.70 | S. S. Fair. | Show

The whole month of July has been uncommonly warm, yet the sea~
son has continued healthy. This city has not enjoyed a more healthy
summer, thus far, for many years; and it is a general observation, that
the weather has been warmer than has been expcrienced since the
total eclipse.

July 10—Thunder 11 o’clock, A. M. 86°.
11—Thuader 12 o’clock, M. 849,
13—Thunder 12 o'clock, M. 889, :
14--Thunder between 11, A. M. and 1, P. M. £0" ard upwards.
15—Thunder 11 o'clock, A. M. 86°.
16—Thunder 12 o’clock, M. 84°.
22—Thuonder 4 o'clock, P. M. 87°.
25—Thander 11 o'clock, A. M. 88.
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tice of giving those heroes and statesmen who have served and
saved their country, a monument that will convey their features,
as well as actions, to our posterity, who will regard them with
pride and re verence.

UNvERSITY INTELLIGENCE. ‘The Jate Count Rumford though
he had been for so many years absent from his country,
"and receiving distinguished honours in the service of foreign
powers, always recollected the land of his birth with affection.
A very strong proof of this he has given in his last will, a copy of
which was brought out fo this country by his Excellency William
Crawford, late ambassadour in France. By this will, Count Run
ford has made a donation, to Cambridge University, of immediate
income, and of reversions, the capital of which it has been sup-
posed may amount fo between thirty and forty thousand dollars.
The corporation are taking steps to secure these bequests. The
object of this gift as stated in the will «is to found a professorship
to teach, by a regular course of. lectures, the utility of the math-
ematical and physical sciences for the melioration of the useful
arts, and for the extension of the industry, the prosperity and hap-
piness of society.”

Jonn C. WargreN m.p. has been chosen Professor of Anatomy
ard Surgery. The Corporation have appointed Jacos BiGELOW
m.D. Lecturer on Matcria Medica, and WALTER CHANNING N.D.
Lecturer on Midwifery in the medical school of the University.

At the annual commencement, sixty-six young gentlemen re-
ceived the degree of Bachelor, and twenty-nine the degree of
Master of Arts in regular course. Five received the degree
of Master out of course—Four were admitted to ad eundan de-
grees. Fourteen received the degree of m.p. The honorary
degree of a.v. was conferred on Reuvel Williams, Esq. The
honorary degree of m.n.on Abraham Haskell, Benjamin L. Oliver,
Oliver Prescot, John 1. Treadwell. That of Doctor in Divinity
on the Rev. William Shaw, Rev. John Foster, Rev. John S. Pop-
kin. The Degree of Doctor of ‘Laws, on Edward Augustus
Holyoke, and the Hon. William Prescott.

Mzr. Sonthey, in a letter addressed to the Editor of the London
Courier, has formally denied having written the disgraceful libel
in the Quarterly Review, of which he had been accused in this
country. We publish his letter, which has appeared in some of
our resspapers, with great pleasure.

To the Editor of the London Courier.

Siz—A pampbhlet has been transmitted to me from New York.
entitled < The United States and Ergland ; being a reply to the
eriticism' on Indviquin’s letters, contained in the Quarterly Re-
view for January, 1814 In this pamphlet the writer assures the
American Peorle, that | am the Editor of The Quartcrly Revier.

and the author of the political article which has excited bis is-
dignation.
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were formed from the fragments of the Roman empire, and the
various revolutions of the Jatter, together with a general view of
the nations which never were subjected to the Romans.

“ The American part contains a general history of the Western
Qantinent, under the heads of Free, European, and Aboriginal

unconquered America. The first contains a history of the
United states from their settlement as English colonies till the
present ti e second, of all parts dependent on Europe, and
the third, I that are still owned by the Aborigines.

« It is expected that the whole will be comprehended in 10 or
12 volumes of about 500 pages each—to be printed on good paper
and with good types; and offered for sale, bound in boards for
$3 each volume, or neatly bound for $3,50.

“This work has been in contemplation upwards of forty years.
The project of it was conceived in 1768 on reading the Universal
. History, then recently edited, in 60 volumes, by a Society of
Gentlemen in Fngland. The original idea of extracting the
quintessence of that voluminous work, which contained the most
complete system of history the world had then seen, has ever
since heen enlarging and improving by an attentive perusal of
the histories written by Rohertson, Hume, Gibbon, and other
modern authors—of the Asiatick researches—of the works of Sir
William Jones, and other learned Orientalists—the publications
of intelligent travellers who in the course of the last half century
have explored almost every region of the globe. 'These collec-
tively have thrown a blaze of light on countries comparatively.un-
known, and on portions hoth of ancient and modern history which
were confused and ohscure at the period when the writers of
the Universal History published their invaluable work. The
arrangement of materials collected from these sources commenced
in the year 1720,when, in consequence of the surrender of Charles-
ton to Sir Henry Clinton the author was suddenly released from
a sea of business, and sent as a prisoner of war to the British gar-
rison then in St. Augustine, and there confined for eleven months,
without any peculicr employment. Steady progress has been
made for the last ten years in correcting and transcribing the
work for publication.

“ 'The History of the United States is given at full length—
that of foreign countries is more or less expanded or contracted
in proportion to the intrinsick importance of each—its tendency
to illustrate portions of Holy Writ—the Greek and Latin Clas-
sicks—and also in proportion to its connexion with the United
States, or as furnishing useful practical information to its citizens,
or as the paternal soil of their ancestors.”

The publishers remark,

< It will be perceived by the above sketch, that the History of
“the United States whieh we propose first to publish, ¢ is given
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DEATHS BY VIOLENCE.

In New-York. Mr. Isaac Gouvencur, killed in a duel; coroner’s
inquest, wilful murder. In Sonth-Carolina, Captain S. McJunkin,
killed by an axe by a ncgro slave. In Navoy, Massachusetts, Mr. J.
Mason, swicide. In New-York. Mrs. Whittlesey drowned herself,
In North-Kingston, Rhode-Island, Henry Tanner, aged 18, shot by his
brother, with a musket with which he was playving, not knowing that
it was loaded. In New-York, Captain Toby of the United States’
army. formerly aid-de-camp to the late General Pike. Ina fit of
delirinm from a fever, he threw himself out of the window of a third
story, and was almost instantly killed. In Edenton, North-Carolina,
& Mr. Sanders was murdercd by his brother, by rcpeatedly stabbing
him. They were returning from a Probate Court, and the quarrel
was on account of an uncqual division of property by their father’s
will. In New-York, Mr. } . V. Cooper, drowned himself in a state of
derangement.

DEATHS OF REMARKABLE PERSBONS ABROAD.

In England. Samu~l Whithread, Esq. the most conspicuous mem-
ber of the opposition in the British parliament. Mr. Whitbrecad pat
an cnd to his own cxistence by cutting his throat. This may be conr-
ridered as one of the most extraordinary cases of suicide on record.
It was doubtless a sudden insanity, as the inguest gave it. Mr. Whit-
bread was in possession of great wealth, connected with families of
high rank, a very interesting family of his own, a man remarkably
capable of transacting business, of a sound, acute, energetick mind;
and, however, he might be esteemed as a politician of the highest
respectability, and of the most unblemished integrity in private life.

{2 Quebeck.  Colonel Maleolm Fraser, aged 2. He was an officer
in the army of General Wolfe, and had resided in that country from
the conqaest.  In Montreal, Henry Georgen. Esq. attorney at law.

In Flunders. Marshal Victor, Duke of Betluno.

In Sazony. The veteran prime minister M. de Frankenherg, aged
87. In Bavaria, at Munich, Marshal Alexander Berthier, prince of
Neufehatel, aged 62, He was pursi:od by some persons the friends of
Palm the bookscller, who was arresied under his eommand, and after-
wards shot by order of Napolcon; they threw him, or he sprung to
avoid them out of a window in the third story, and Le was killed on the
spot. The circumstances, it is said will be investizgated.  He was for
a long time the favourite and chief siafl’ ofiicer of Bonaparte. He
married a danghter of the king of Bavaria, at whose court he resided,
having remained faithful to Leouis XVIHth, and accompanied him
from Paris.

In Savoy, Victor Emmanue!, Kin< of Piedmont and Sardinia.

In France. In La Vendee, Engene Charette, nephew of the famous
Vendean leader of that name. In I'aris, the Prelate Gaetano Marini,
kecper of the Papal archives, member of the French Institute, &c.

In Constantinople. Horsen Efferdi, the Persian Ambassadour to
the Sublime Porte. In India, Vice Admiral Sir Samuel Hood.

































